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The meeting was called to order at 10.16 a.m.

The CHAIRMAN:
Good morning
distinguished delegates, I now declare open the 905th
meeting of the Legal Subcommittee of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.
This morning we will continue our
consideration of agenda item 3, General Exchange of
Views, and continue and hopefully suspend our
consideration of agenda item 6, Matters Relating to (a)
the Definition and Delimitation of Outer Space,
pending the discussions of the Working Group on the
Definition and Delimitation of Outer Space, and we
will continue and hopefully conclude our consideration
of agenda item 6(b), Matters Relating to the Character
and Utilization of the Geostationary Orbit, and agenda
item 7, National Legislation Relevant to the Peaceful
Exploration and Use of Outer Space.
We will then begin our consideration of
agenda item 12, Review of International Mechanisms
for Cooperation in the Peaceful Exploration and Use of
Outer Space.
General exchange of views (agenda item 3)
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue our consideration of agenda item 3 on our
agenda, General Exchange of Views.
The first speaker on my
distinguished delegate from Morocco.

list

is

the

Mr.
R.
TENSAMANI
(Morocco)
(interpretation from French): Thank you Chairman.
Mr. Chairman, Morocco would like to take this
opportunity to restate our commitment and our desire
to contribute to the success of this fifty-fourth session
of the Legal Subcommittee. This session takes place in
a context that is rich in events and discussions
concerning the future of space activities. We believe
that discussions on scientific and technical aspects as
well as political and economic aspects of all matter,

should be completed by an extensive debate on legal
aspects. Such discussions require highly specialized
expertise and we believe that this Subcommittee is the
best forum, the most appropriate and legitimate forum
to carry out to provide that expertise.
Mr. Chairman, Morocco has been using space
technologies for decades now and their applications
also and we attach great importance to universalization
and improving mechanisms foreseen in the United
Nations treaties and conventions. We are particularly
attached to the principle of continuity when it comes to
space activities. We support any initiatives that seek to
achieve continuity.
The ongoing increase in space activities
carried out by States or by private operators continues
to pose new challenges, unique challenges, indeed
when it comes to interpreting and implementing the
international legal framework that governs such
activities. In this connection, the detailed guidelines on
management of space traffic ought to be implemented.
The international community needs to be vigilant,
given the negative effects that space activities can
have, for example, conjunctions between space debris
and space assets. We believe that we could reduce the
risk of such events using coordination mechanisms,
international mechanisms, national mechanisms and
guidelines, as well as codes of conduct and standards.
Mr. Chairman, the welcomed high calibre of
the discussions and debates that we have had within the
Legal Subcommittee during the past decade but if we
are to capitalize on those discussions and generate
concrete and applicable solutions that will enable us to
adopt measures and codes of conduct, well then the
Subcommittee needs to look at restructuring its agenda,
optimization and reorganization of our agenda would
facilitate the progress of our work and enable better
comprehension of the problems we face at this time.
Mr. Chairman, turning now to items 5 and 6
on the agenda as regards the five space treaties and
definition and delimitation of the limits of outer space
and the use of geostationary orbits, we would like the
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Legal Subcommittee to continue to examine all aspects
related to these matters and to guarantee access to all
States regardless of their technical and technological
resources that they have, taking on board the needs and
interests of the developing countries.
Turning to 9 and 10 on the agenda, the use of
nuclear energy sources and space debris, we believe we
need to involve academic experts, experts from
industry and from competent authorities in order to put
together standards and criteria that will enable us to
strengthen the common guidelines.
On items 8 and 12 on strengthening capacity
in the area of space law and consideration of
international mechanisms of cooperation, this is of
great interest for users of space technologies but
capacity-building can only take place with international
cooperation and with the help of United Nations bodies
as well as regional and international institutions that
are specialized in this area. We would like to see,
therefore, the implementation of a common and
equitable mechanism at the regional and international
level for the exchange of information on space policy
and space law. The introduction of space law into
university curricula, increased use of workshops,
regional and international workshops, and the use of
cooperation mechanisms would be ways of raising
awareness among the community of users of space
policy and legal expertise.
We, in Morocco, are promoting knowledge of
space law. We have an introductory course on space
law at the African Regional Centre for Science and
Technology of Space-Based in Rabat and we are
encouraging the organization of workshops in Africa
and we are doing this in connection with our European
partners, BAS and ECSL.

Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue and hopefully suspend our consideration of
agenda item 6, Matters Relating to (a) the Definition
and Delimitation of Outer Space pending the
discussions of the Working Group on the Definition
and Delimitation of Outer Space, and continue and
hopefully conclude our consideration of agenda item
6(b), Matters Relating to the Character and Utilization
of the Geostationary Orbit.
I have on my list one speaker on agenda item
6(b) and this is Colombia.
The distinguished
representative of Colombia has the floor.
Ms. A. M. DE LA TOREE BENÍTEZ
(Colombia) (interpretation from Spanish): Thank you
very much Chairman.
Mr. Chairman, according to the Political
Constitution of Colombia, in Article 110, the following
are part of Colombia: the sub-soil, the territorial sea,
the contiguous zone, the continental shelf, the
exclusive economic area, air space, the segment of the
geostationary orbit and the electrode-magnetic
spectrum and the space we are in it acts in accordance
with international law or with Colombia laws in the
absence of international norms and standards.
The Colombian Constitutional Court ruled in
its Sentence C-278 of 2004 in its consideration of Law
829 of 2003 which adopted the amendments to the
Agreement regarding the International Satellite
Telecommunications Organization, INTELSAT, of 20
August 1971 and the amendments made to the
Operative Agreement on 20 August 1871 adopted by
the Twenty-Fifth Assembly of Parties held in
November 2000 and the Thirty-First Meeting of the
Signatories in 2000 noted respectively the following:

Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate of Morocco for his statement.
Are there any other delegations wishing to
speak under agenda item 3?
I see none.
So we will continue our consideration of
agenda item 3 this afternoon.
Matters relating to (a) the definition and
delimitation of outer space and (b) the character
and utilization of the geostationary orbit (agenda
item 6)

“In spite of the complex nature of the legal,
financial
and
operational
transformation
of
INTELSAT, this Court considers that the changes
made to the Agreement of Amendments remain
compliant with the provisions and Constitutional
Principles that govern the international relations of the
Colombia State. The changes that the enterprise has
undergone have a direct impact on its commercial
development, on its internal structure, as well as on the
dynamic of its conduct on the telecommunications
market but do not in any way undermine the integrity
of national sovereignty enshrined therein. The changes
that have been made to the original INTELSAT
Agreement aimed to ensure that the enterprise would
become a truly competitive entity that would be able to
provide service in the same conditions in the context of
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an increasingly globalized world that is increasingly
able to offer better telecommunications services that
are cheaper, faster and more flexible. In this regard, it
can be reaffirmed that national interests shall benefit as
a result of the enhanced competitivity of INTELSAT
Limited, given that they shall lead to a better provision
of service and undoubtedly to a lowering of costs.
“The Court recognizes, for example, that as
regards the control of activity related to satellite
communication, the corresponding authority is
conferred upon the ITSO in carrying out the functions
assigned to it through the Amendment Agreement that
is under review here. Accordingly, the international
entity has the function of controlling the services that
are provided nationwide by INTELSAT. The previous
affirmations reveal the complexity of the debate
regarding the ownership of the disputed rights
concerning the geostationary orbit. On the one hand,
lies the international community that promotes the
establishment of the principle of non-appropriation of
outer space where the geostationary is said to be
located. On the other hand, an initial position held by
Colombia, as enshrined in the Bogotá Declaration,
which affirms that the geostationary orbit is not part of
outer space and that the equatorial countries exercise
sovereignty over the aforementioned segment which
has been partially recognized by a number of
international instruments, such as the ITU, recognizing
the need for the equitable and rational use of the
geostationary orbit over which a country exercises a
non-traditional form of sovereignty.

community, both autonomously and as a member of
the Group of Equatorial Countries while, taking into
consideration the status of this question in terms of
positive international law that has begun in the context
of the ITU to recognize equitable access to
geostationary orbit, taking into particularly account the
geographic situation of the equatorial States.
Thank you very much Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate of Colombia for her statement.
Are there any other delegations wishing to
speak?
I see Venezuela.
Mr. M. CASTILLO PARRA (Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish):
Thank you very much Chairman.
I would simply like to ask you, and through
you, I would like to ask the Subcommittee not to
suspend its discussion of 6(a) and (b) this morning as
our delegation would like to make a statement later on
today.
Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN: Thank you Venezuela.
Are there any objections?

“The Declaration of Enforceability of
International Instruments that have been brought to the
Court for revision obliges the President to make the
following interpretative statement: ‘the Colombian
State reaffirms that the segment of the geostationary
orbit that corresponds to Colombia is part of
Colombian territory pursuant to Articles 101 and 102
of the Colombian Constitutions and understands that
no amendment made hereto contravenes the rights
claimed by the equatorial States nor can this be
interpreted in prejudice to the aforementioned rights.’
The interpretative Declaration provided by the
President in expressing the consent to be
internationally bound by the Treaty aims to convey to
the international community that Colombia has not
relinquished its sovereignty over the segment of the
geostationary orbit that corresponds to Colombia but
that this does not prevent the amendments to the
INTELSAT Agreement that are under review. This
interpretation reaffirms Colombian sovereignty as
provided for in Articles 101 and 102 of the Charter
whereby the State is authorized to claim these rights
that it deems necessary before the international

I see none so we will suspend the item only in
the afternoon after you have been able to make your
statement.
Any other delegation wishing to speak?
I see none.
So, therefore, we continue our consideration
of this item in the afternoon and following the
statement of Venezuela and possibly other statements.
I invite other delegations also to make statements. We
will then suspend and close and conclude this item,
6(a) and 6(b).
National legislation relevant to the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space (agenda item 7)
Distinguished delegates, we now turn to
agenda item 7 and I expect to conclude our
consideration of this item, agenda item 7, National
Legislation Relevant to the Peaceful Exploration and
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Use of Outer Space, and I would like first to give the
floor to the Secretariat to provide a statement on the
depositary function.
Mr. N. HEDMAN (Secretary, Office for
Outer Space Affairs): Thank you Mr. Chairman. A
few observations by the Secretariat. The point I will
raise now could possibly have been raised under status
of the international treaties but we have concluded that
item so I choose to make it now under national
legislation because it is also part of the implementation
of treaties.
It has come to the attention of the Secretariat
that delegations might feel confused in which
department, which ministry they should deposit
instruments or accession or ratification under the
treaties that are covered in Conference Room Paper 8.
As delegations note from Conference Room Paper 8
before you, it is a compilation of the updated status of
the treaties that are contained in this document and the
document begins by stating the administrative data
regarding each of the treaties, including information on
the depositary function of the treaties. However, I
have received some comments from some States that,
for instance, with regard to the depositary function of
the Secretary-General of the United Nations
accordingly, States feel that they do not know where to
submit the given instrument or accession or
ratification. So, with your permission, when the
Secretariat, before the next session of the Legal
Subcommittee is contacting all of the depositaries to
the treaties covered in this document for the updating
of status, we will also include the question, with a
request to provide the Secretariat with the information
on which department serves as the depositary function.
So, for instance, in the case of the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, it is the Treaties Section of the
Office of Legal Affairs at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York and consequently for other
depositary States and organizations, we would ask
them for similar information.
So, Mr. Chairman, with that introduction, this
is an offer that the Secretariat would be pleased to
make and include it in the next edition of the update of
the Conference Room Paper for next year.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the Secretariat for
this statement.
I guess the Subcommittee is in favour of such
an addition which is a service to those who want to
ratify treaties and then submit to the depositary, to

respective depositary States, their accession. So the
Secretariat can ahead with that.
I do not have any other delegation wishing to
speak on agenda item 7, National Legislation Relevant
to the Peaceful Exploration and Use of Outer Space,
since we want to conclude our consideration of this
item now. I would like to invite those delegations who
have not yet spoken or would like to speak for a second
time on that item to do that now.
Yes, I see Mexico.
Ms. R. M. RAMÍREZ DE ARELLANO Y
HARO (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish):
Thank you very much Chairman. As I have the
computer here before me, and I have not provided the
Secretary with this yet, that is why I am taking the
floor, at the fifty-second meeting of the session of the
Legal Subcommittee, we had a contribution from the
Mexican National Space Programme, an agency. This
regulation adopted by the Mexican Agency enabled the
Mexican Space Programme, and ultimately Mexico, to
enter into cooperation agreements and treaties that
have now become part of our national legislation.
Mexican positive law is comprised as follows: it
includes the Federal Constitution; it includes the
treaties adopted by the Executive, as ratified by the
Senate of the Republic, as is the case of the five space
treaties; and then finally, we have secondary law which
governs specific areas.
This pyramid structure, this legal pyramid,
applies to space matters and space law in Mexico and,
as part of our legislation, we have a law for the
establishment of the Mexican Space Agency which
does not detail the substantive functions of the Agency.
In the meetings of the Legal Subcommittee, we took
the floor to state that we were in the process, this was
in 2014, that we are in the process of adopting the
Federal Telecommunications and Radio Broadcasting
Law which was enacted on 14 July 2014 accordingly
and which considered, inter alia, that the State at all
times shall maintain the power over the radio-electric
spectrum and the frequency brand was allocated to the
country under Federal jurisdiction. This Law deems
crucial the exploration and use of space satellites, in
particular the use of traditional low- and medium-Earth
orbit as well as in the geostationary orbit for the
economic development of countries such as our own
and of emerging countries in space activities or for all
those countries that are affected by the Seven Plagues
of Egypt, if I can put that way, the landslides,
mudslides, earthquakes, all of which affect our country,
with the exception of avalanches. Through the use of
telecommunication satellite services, we are able to
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gather information from areas where the deployment of
other radio broadcasters and transmitters has not
proven to be economically feasible. This, in turn, has
helped foster employment and develop a high degree of
expertise in strategic areas which has fostered national
development. This is based basically designed for
commercial radio satellite use as opposed to scientific
use.
We would like to indicate the following that
this year we now celebrate 30 years since Mexico
placed in orbit the two very first model satellites which
were SATCUBES and on that opportunity, that is 30
years ago, the Mexican scientists received excellent
training through this process.
At this stage, Chairman, I can tell you that we
are in the process of developing two preliminary draft
Bills that will become part of a legislative framework
to be adopted by the Government for outer space
governing land-based installations and ensuring private
participation in these partnerships under the aegis of
the Mexican Government, as was indicated previously,
in compliance with all five space treaties.

Ministry of the Interior, we are implementing public
policies to help prevent, mitigate, re-build, recover and
restore in response to space phenomena that can have
an impact on our national territory in order to protect
our peoples and our assets and property. This is what
we have done to date.
And finally, allow me to say that as part of the
Framework Agreement that we have entered into with
the French National Space Agency, who have helped
us greatly with their experience and expertise in
helping us to review our draft legislation in this area
and we shall spend the next two months working
together with the French Agency on this and hope that
we will have results to inform you of next year on this.
As is the case for other Administrations, these laws
need to be carefully reviewed by the various ministries
and then ultimately by the Mexican Congress,
ultimately then to be adopted as laws.
This is all we would like to inform you of
currently under agenda item 7 and I shall be submitting
this to the Secretariat in writing.
Thank you very much.

But, Chairman, let us also recall the important
work that has been carried out by the Mexican Space
Agency in terms of reviewing and revising two of the
Laws that have been adopted by the United States. We
are also considering the Austrian, Belgian and Korean
legislation as well as Russian legislation in this regard.
We are studying these legislative works and are
cooperating with these agencies. We have also been
studying Australian space law, as well as French law in
this regard and may also turn to other national areas of
legislation in order to establish a comparative
framework in comparing definitions that have been
adopted, also the provisions that have been enacted.
These may not be binding, Chairman, but we do take
the view that this is all part of a legal framework and
that, therefore, the same should apply to all
governments, that is, of countries such as our own that
issue licences or grant licences for operators in this
area.
Chairman, modifications have also been made
to national law on security. In this Law on National
Security, in particular referring to the matter of the
protection of the population, where we have included
among the definitions the so-called astronomical
phenomena, inter alia, space weather, the impact of
asteroids, meteorites, space debris that reaches Earth,
and in the Mexican Space Agency, and Mexico at
large, given that this is a discussion that is raised to the
level of the competent authorities which would be the
Secretariat or Ministry for Civilian Protection or the

The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate of Mexico for her informative statement.
Any other delegation wishing to speak on
agenda item 7 before we conclude that item?
I see no delegation.
Therefore,
we
have
concluded
our
consideration of agenda item 7, National Legislation
Relevant to the Peaceful Exploration and Use of Outer
Space.
Review
of
international
mechanisms
for
cooperation in the peaceful exploration and use of
outer space (agenda item 12)
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
begin our consideration of agenda item 12, Review of
International Mechanisms for Cooperation in the
Peaceful Exploration and Use of Outer Space. This
agenda item will also be discussed in the Working
Group on the Review of International Mechanisms for
Cooperation in the Peaceful Exploration and Use of
Outer Space, which will hold its first meeting in this
Conference Room after our meeting this afternoon.
The first speaker on my list, the United States,
Mr. Israel. You have the floor.
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Mr. B. ISRAEL (United States of America):
Thank you Mr. Chairman. As we are now in our third
year of our Five-Year Work Plan on Mechanisms for
International Cooperation in the Peaceful Exploration
and Use of Outer Space, my delegation would like to
offer some thoughts on the direction of our work.
The United States was proud to propose this
Work Plan, along with China, Ecuador, Japan, Peru
and Saudi Arabia, and we are very pleased with the
work to date and excited about the potential for this
work. We very much appreciate the submissions by
member States on the range of cooperative
mechanisms they utilize and we think that these
submissions make for inspiring and thought-provoking
reading. I personally found it inspiring to read about
the truly extraordinary feat member States are
accomplishing through international cooperation and
these underscore the vital importance of space
activities to all of us here on Earth. And I also found
that diversive(?) approaches member States have taken
to structuring and facilitating their international
cooperation to be thought-provoking and also quite
enlightening.
In accordance with our Work Plan, the
Secretariat and the Chair, Professor Setsuko Aoki of
Japan, have done an excellent job in compiling and
categorizing the information submitted by member
States. We are most grateful to the Secretariat and
Professor Aoki for their excellent work.
Our Work Plan calls for the following in 2015.
Examination in the Working Group of the submissions
provided in order to develop an understanding of the
range of collaborative mechanisms employed by States
and international organizations and the circumstances
in which certain classes of mechanisms are favoured by
States over other mechanisms.
Now, I want to offer some thoughts on what
that means to us.
There is an art in perhaps the measure of
science to ascertaining and constructing the optimal
mechanism for international cooperation in any given
circumstance. The cooperative mechanisms available
to us have discernible attributes that bear on their
suitability for a given set of circumstances. For
example, sometimes the attributes of legally binding
international agreements make them a desirable
mechanism and in other circumstances, the same
attributes might make them inter-feasible(?).
Sometimes formality is desirable and sometimes less
formal, more flexible or even technical arrangement is
optimal.

Many of us in this room are responsible for
facilitating international cooperation by considering
what we are trying to achieve and advising on the
optimal mechanism for cooperation and then, of
course, designing and constructing that mechanism.
The United States hopes that this Working
Group can channel our collective experience and
expertise into sharing lessons learned about
mechanisms for international cooperation.
We are scheduled to complete our Five-Year
Work Plan in 2017 which also happens to be the year
that will mark the fiftieth anniversary of the Outer
Space Treaty. A compilation of lessons learned from
half a century of international cooperation in the
peaceful exploration and use of outer space could serve
not only as a monument to the international
cooperation that has flourished under the Outer Space
Treaty, but might also inspire and inform international
cooperation in the next 50 years.
In the Working Group sessions, my delegation
intends to choose a few cooperative mechanisms we
listed in our submission, which was CRP.17 in 2013,
and use them as a sort of case study and reflect on our
lessons learned in terms of the type of mechanisms and
also its structure and we invite delegations to share
their experience and lessons learned in the Working
Group as well.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate of the United States for his statement.
Next on my list is the distinguished delegate
of Algeria. Ms. Behiri, you have the floor.
Ms. A. BEHIRI (Algeria) (interpretation
from French): Thank you Mr. Chairman, distinguished
delegates, good morning.
Mr. Chairman, Algeria sees international
cooperation as a means to enable knowledge transfer
and to advance the development of space technologies
and applications for the purposes of sustainable, social
and economic development. Algeria has a flexible and
proactive framework for bilateral and multilateral
cooperation which takes the form of the signing of
Memoranda of Understanding and Governmental
Agreements in compliance with the general principles
of the United Nations on space activities. This
cooperation takes the form of the joint implementation

COPUOS
Page 7
of space projects, training projects and applied projects
that focus on real-world challenges.

Next on my list are the Netherlands.
have the floor.

In this connection, Algeria is pursuing a
development policy and a multi-directional cooperation
policy, together with countries that are able to offer
transfer of technology and expertise, with a view to
achieving our objectives as laid down in the National
Space Programme.

Mr. H. VAN DEN OOSTERKAMP: Thank
you Chairman. I would like to say something about
this point of the agenda and the Kingdom of the
Netherlands is not involved in bilateral or regional
treaties regarding international mechanisms for
cooperation in the peaceful exploration and use of
outer space. However, like was also stated by the
distinguished delegate of Algeria, we have good
experience with Memoranda of Understanding. I
would like to make one example of a Memorandum of
Understanding.
We have recently concluded a
Memorandum of Understanding between the
Netherlands Space Office and the Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency, JAXA, and we will also give later
on by submission a review of all the Memoranda of
Understanding which we have concluded.

Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate of Algeria for her statement.
Are there any other speakers, any delegations
wishing to speak?
Yes, I see the Republic of Korea.
Mr. Y. LEE (Republic of Korea): Thank you
Chairman and good morning to everybody. With
regard to this item of the agenda, we appreciated the
outcomes thus far made and that the effort in particular
to Madam Chair, Professor Aoki, of this Working
Group. Through our ongoing work, we will have an
outstanding __________(?).
Mr. Chairman, we are sure that the diverse
spectrum of the international mechanisms of the
cooperation for the exploration and use of outer space
would be able to be consolidated as best practices and
paradigms of the ways and means for such cooperation.
Mr. Chairman, my delegation is of the view
that one of the most important elements should be to
give appropriate consideration and available
indications support of developing countries by way of
technology transfers and cooperation, capacitybuilding, whereby more countries and the peoples
would be able to get access to outer space for their own
welfare and social and economic benefits.
Mr. Chairman, we expect after 2017, the year
of half a century commemoration of the Outer Space
Treaty, our work on the items of the agenda to pave the
way to support and supplement the current and existing
legal regimes on outer space on the bilateral, regional
and the international levels with such cooperation
mechanisms.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate of the Republic of Korea for his statement.

You

Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate of the Netherlands for this statement.
Next on my list is China.
Ms. W. SHI (China) (interpretation from
Chinese): Thank you Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman,
international cooperation is both a core principle
embedded in the existing Outer Space Treaty and an
important means to ensuring the peaceful use of outer
space and the long-term sustainability of space
activities. The Chinese delegation is in favour of
continuing the consideration of this item in the Legal
Subcommittee, since the exchange of experiences
among States on international cooperation and the
search for concrete cooperation mechanisms and
modes will promote the cause of space activities.
Mr. Chairman, further to what is mentioned in
paragraph 179 of the report of the fifty-first session of
the Legal
Subcommittee, the Chinese delegation would like to
briefly share with you our practices in carrying out
international cooperation in outer space activities.
First, the mechanisms for international
cooperation. Bilaterally, China has established a legal
framework which is dominated by intergovernmental
agreements and supplemented by concrete project
cooperation
agreements,
within
which
intergovernmental, interagency and inter-space
industry cooperations are conducted.
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Multilaterally, China remains active in
international bodies and agencies such as the
COPUOS, the IADC and the International Charter on
Space and Major Disasters and carry out international
cooperation in specific fields.
Secondly, in the current agreements signed by
China, we covered the principles of cooperation, fields
and methods of cooperation, executing agencies,
intellectual property protection, information and data
exchange, confidentiality and dispute resolution. The
more specific project agreements would address such
aspects as project management, rights and obligations
of both parties, financial arrangement, accident
investigation and liability clauses.
Furthermore, China’s practices show that the
mechanism for international space cooperation and the
enhancement of rule of law in outer space are
complementary in nature. International cooperation
serves as an important means to advancing rule of law
in outer space, while the rule of law provides an
effective institutional guarantee for international
cooperation. It is in this context that the Legal
Subcommittee should play a leading role, actively
seeking as well as taking stock of cooperation
mechanisms that are workable to ensure effective
implementation of principles on international
cooperation.
Mr. Chairman, China always maintains that
international space cooperation should take the
wellbeing of the whole of humanity as the ultimate
objective, follow the principles of openness, equality
and non-discrimination, avoid interference in whatever
manner in cooperation among other countries and give
special consideration to the need of countries that are
yet to acquire space capabilities so that space activities
benefit all countries and peoples.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate of China for her statement.
Are there any other delegations wishing to

Distinguished delegates, I would like to
inform now the delegates of our schedule of work for
this afternoon.
We will meet promptly at 3.00 p.m. At that
time, we will continue our consideration of agenda
item 3, General Exchange of Views. We will continue
our consideration of agenda items 6(a) and (b) for a
statement of Venezuela. We will continue also the
consideration of agenda item 12, Review of
International Mechanisms for Cooperation in the
Peaceful Exploration and Use of Outer Space, and in
addition to that, we begin our consideration of agenda
item 13, Proposals to the Committee for New Items to
be Considered by the Subcommittee.
I would like to inform delegations that under
agenda item 13, this agenda item on new items, I
would like to inform you that we will consider
proposals for new items, secondly, organizational
matters, and thirdly, the note by the past, present and
incoming Chairs of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space entitled “2018 UNISPACE+50
Theme of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee
of the Legal Subcommittee and the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space”, as contained in
CRP.10. So we will have three kind of sub-items for
this agenda item 13.
We will then adjourn the plenary meeting so
the Working Group on International Mechanisms for
Cooperation in the Peaceful Exploration and Use of
Outer Space can hold its first meeting this afternoon.
Are there any questions on this proposed
schedule?
I see no questions but I have a remark and the
remark is that this morning unfortunately we have not
made a good use of the Conference Services we are
allocated with. We are ending two hours before the
end of these services and we should really take a good,
maybe a better use of these services which are
allocated to us.
The meeting is adjourned until 3.00 pm.

speak?
The meeting adjourned at 11.01 a.m.
I see none.
So, therefore, we will continue the
consideration of this item, agenda item 12, Review of
International Mechanisms for Cooperation in the
Peaceful Exploration and Use of Outer Space, this
afternoon.

