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The meeting was called to order at 10.09 a.m

The CHAIRMAN:
Good morning
distinguished delegates, I now declare open the 899th
meeting of the Legal Subcommittee of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.
This morning we will continue our
consideration of agenda item 3, General Exchange of
Views, and we will begin our consideration of agenda
item 4, Information on the Activities of International
Intergovernmental
and
Non-Governmental
Organizations Relating to Space Law, and agenda item
5, Status and Application of the Five United Nations
Treaties on Outer Space.

We are confident that the membership of
Luxembourg, which, as you all know, is Party both of
the UN 1967 Outer Space Treaty and the 1972
Liability Convention, in the Committee will be of
mutual benefit. We are very much looking forward to
our future beneficial cooperation in both
Subcommittees as well as the COPUOS itself.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: Thank you Luxembourg.
Next on my list is the distinguished
representative of the Russian Federation.
The Russian Federation has the floor, Mr.
Kalinin.

We will then adjourn the plenary meeting so
that the Working Group on the Status and Application
of the Five United Nations Treaties can hold its first
meeting.
General exchange of views (agenda item 3)
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue our consideration of agenda item 3, General
Exchange of Views, and I am glad that I can announce,
at the outset, that disappeared has reappeared, and this
is Luxembourg, who is now giving the statement on
agenda item 3.
Luxembourg
Hofmann.

has

the

floor,

Professor

Ms. M. HOFMANN (Luxembourg): Thank
you Mr. Chairman.
Thank you for welcoming
Luxembourg as a new member of the United Nations
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. I
would like to take this opportunity to express our
sincere gratitude to all of you and especially to the
Office for Outer Space Affairs and Director Di Pippo,
for the very friendly support and very effective
assistance extended to Luxembourg during our
accession process.

Mr. A. V. KALININ (Russian Federation)
(interpretation from Russian):
Mr. Chairman,
distinguished delegates, colleagues, the Russian
Federation notes with satisfaction that the COPUOS
Legal Subcommittee remains the key forum for the
discussion of all matters related to space law and also
that it continues to strengthen its authority in this area.
As we see it, over the past few years, we have
succeeded in doing a lot to improve the effectiveness
of the work of the Subcommittee without
compromising its intergovernmental character. We
called for the continued strengthening of coordination
between the Legal Subcommittee and the Scientific
and Technical Subcommittee particularly when it
comes to long-term sustainability of space activities.
We would like to note the effective work of
the Office for Outer Space Affairs and we would like
to express thanks in that connection to the Secretariat.
Mr. Chairman, one of the priory tasks that we
have is to preserve space exclusively for peaceful uses.
An effective set of legal instruments is a key way to
achieve this goal. In this context, we would like to
draw attention to our Russian initiative on
consideration of legal grounds and modalities for
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exercising the right to self-defence in accordance with
the United Nations, as applicable to space law. We
urge delegations to actively engage in discussions on
this matter.

the fifty-fourth session of the Legal Subcommittee of
the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space on behalf of the Government of the
Republic of Korea.

The ongoing expansion of space activity, the
involvement of new categories of actors in space
activities, the increased commercialization of space
and the overall upwards trend in space affairs mean
that concrete steps are urgently needed to improve the
regulatory framework. It is becoming clear that the
legal framework is lagging behind reality and that there
are gaps in that regulatory framework.

Mr. Chairman, the Korean delegation has
every confidence that our work during these sessions of
the Legal Subcommittee will be productive under your
chairmanship.

The Russian Federation, once again, calls for
continued balanced development of international space
law for the benefit of all countries and in the interest of
sustainable, social and economic development and the
preservation of international peace and security.
We have made a proposal for a
comprehensive United Nations convention on
international space. We have promoted this over a
number of sessions of the Legal Subcommittee and in
other fora. This instrument of international law would
enable us to consider all aspects of space exploration
and the use of space technologies as in the framework
of a comprehensive document that would take on board
the interests of all players. We note that this idea is
enjoying greater support on the part of States.
Mr. Chairman, I would like to take this
opportunity to express the thanks of our delegation for
the Symposium that we had yesterday. We would like
to express our readiness to engage in constructive work
on this topic within this Subcommittee.
Over the coming days, we will be looking at
interesting and important matters that are directly
relevant to the task of resolving substantive issues of
international cooperation in space. We would like to
assure you of the support of the Russian delegation and
our readiness for constructive dialogue. We believe
that under your able stewardship, we will have a
session crowned with success.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate from the Russian Federation.
Next on my list is the Republic of Korea,
Ambassador Song. You have the floor Sir.
Mr. Y.-W. SONG (Republic of Korea):
Thank you Mr. Chairman. I am honoured to address

My delegation would like to express much
gratitude to Ms. Simonetta Di Pippo, the Director of
the Office for Outer Space Affairs, as well as her staff
for preparing the documentation and making the
necessary arrangements for this session.
Mr. Chairman and distinguished delegates, the
United Nations treaties on outer space are an
indispensable legal framework to deal with various
challenges in facilitating the long-term sustainable,
secure and safe exploration and use of outer space, not
to mention the new legal issues arising from the
changing and evolving space activities.
My delegation believes that the role of the
Legal Subcommittee should be strengthened so that it
could properly address the following legal challenges
concerning space activities.
First, rapid diversification and a growing
number of actors involved in space activities have
prompted demand for further development of norms of
a binding nature in space law.
Second, there is a pronounced need to pay
more attention to the discussion on the international
liability issues, given the increased participation by the
private sector in space activities.
Third, regarding the delimitation of outer
space, we need a more sophisticated legal discussion
on the mutual relations between air law and space law
to facilitate outer space activities.
Mr. Chairman, taking this opportunity, my
delegation would like to briefly share with you the
recent progress that Korea has achieved in space
activities.
In 2014, the Republic of Korea executed its
National Space Programme during its first year under
the new Mid- and Long-Term Space Development
Plan. The KSLV-II Development Programme is the
single most important space project of the Republic of
Korea whose preliminary design review was finished
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in 2014 under the direction of KARI, the Korea
Aerospace Research Institute.
The Republic of Korea is developing three
different series of satellites. The first one is the Korea
Multi-Purpose
Earth
Observation
Satellite,
KOMPSAT.
KOMPSAT-3A was launched
successfully at the Yasny launch site in Russia on 26
March 2015 to obtain infrared and high-resolution
electro-optical images for geographical information as
a sister spacecraft to the previously launched
KOMSAT-3.
KOMPSAT-6 has been under
development since 2013, aimed at the acquisition of
sub-meter resolution images by the phased array SAR
payload starting in 2019. Based on the success of the
KOMPSAT series, the Republic of Korea launched a
new satellite programme last year, entitled the
Compact
Advanced
Satellite-500,
CAS-500,
Development Programme, to make a standardized
satellite bus platform apt for high-volume production.
CAS-500 will also serve as a platform of the Korean
lunar orbiter.
The Republic of Korea has developed and is
operating a geostatlonary satellite, COMS, and the
country has a plan to replace COMS with two different
geostationary satellites starting in 2018, one for
meteorological observation and the other for
monitoring marine environments.
KARI has performed the preliminary design
review for both geostationary satellites.
As the number of Korean satellites orbiting
the Earth has increased, the Ministry of Science, ICT
and Future Planning, MSIP, is to make an effort to
promote the satellite application in various ways.
In 2014, the Space Development Promotion
Act was amended by putting in the integrated
framework for utilizing satellite information.
According to the Amendment, the Five-Year Basic
Plan or the satellite application and its Annual Plan are
to be made and a specialized body will be designated
for the efficient management of supply, data
processing, utiilization and distribution of satellite
information.
Some provisions were also provided for in the
Act on the Establishment of a Space Risk Precaution
System. The provisions call for MSIP to make an
effort to avoid or mitigate the damage deriving from
space debris, asteroid, collision of space objects and
solar dynamics. On this legal basis, MSIP will prepare
for the prediction system through observation and
surveillance through the use of radar and telescopes.

As for the Space Risk Precaution, the
Republic of Korea is planning to actively participate in
the United Nation’s effort on the International Asteroid
Warning Network. As to the space debris research, the
Korea Astronomy and Space Science Institute, KASI,
is developing an Optical Wide-Field Patrol System for
monitoring Korean space assets and space debris with a
wide-field optical telescope network over the world.
The system consists of a 50cm aperture telescope with
a wide scope of view, fast tracking mount, chopper and
large format CCD. Installation and functional tests
were completed for the first telescope system, located
in Mongolia in September 2014, and installation of the
second system started at the end of 2014. The OWL
Network will be completed by 2016 on five different
foreign sites with fully autonomous operation mode.
Furthermore,
KARI
completed
the
development of the Space Debris Collision Risk
Management System, KARISMA, in 2013 and is
currently running the test operation to support the
mission operations of Korean satellites.
To further engage in the international
collaboration on space debris mitigation research,
KARI presented its intention to join the Inter-Agency
Space Debris Coordination Committee at the thirtysecond IADC meeting in May 2014 and was accepted
as the thirteenth member of the IADC in October 2014.
For international space education, KARI held
its Fifth International Space Training Programme in
June 2014 with 21 participants from 15 countries. The
Programme offered courses in system engineering,
sub-systems and payloads, satellite assembly
integration and testing, satellite operation including
hands-on training on ground operation centres.
To support space-based disaster management,
KARI held the thirty-second Board Meeting of the
International Charter on Space and Major Disasters
from 14-17 October 2014. Since then, KARI has
assumed the responsibility as a leading agency of the
International Charter for six months.
KARI provided a total of 132 satellite images
captured by KOMPSAT-2 to 43 different countries
affected by disasters in 2014.
Mr. Chairman, I would like to conclude my
remarks by reiterating my Government’s full
commitment to the collective efforts of the
international community to establish a legal regime for
outer space that benefits all mankind.
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Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank Ambassador
Song for his statement on behalf of Korea.
I now give the floor to the distinguished
representative of France, Mr. Raharinaivo.
Mr.
J.
RAHARINAIVO
(France)
(interpretation from French):
Thank you Mr.
Chairman. Mr. Chairman, I would like at the outset to
express our satisfaction at seeing you chairing this
session of the Legal Subcommittee. We would like to
assure you of our determination to contribute to the
debates in an active manner and a consensually and
constructive spirit.
We hope that this fifty-fourth session of the
Legal Subcommittee of COPUOS will enable us, as in
previous years, to make new progress in the
development and implementation of space law.
As we know, space activities are developing
at a fast pace. An increasing number of States are
acquiring space capabilities, notably orbital systems in
the form of telecommunications satellites, Earth
observation satellites and so forth. New private
operators are emerging on the market and this increase
in the number of public and private operators and the
related increase in number of space objects in outer
space underlines the need for States, via the COPUOS
Legal Subcommittee, to work to improve the existing
legal framework, but also to define new legal norms
and new technical standards.
It is both incumbent upon us, Mr. Chairman,
and in our common interest to preserve outer space as a
zone of free exploration and free use. In this
connection, France would like to recall our attachment
to the universal and improved implementation of the
rules set by the main treaties on space activities.
France particularly underscores that all space activities
must be conduction in compliance with three major
principles, free access to space for peaceful uses,
protection of the security and integrity of satellites in
orbit and taking on board the defence and security
interests of States in space. The French delegation
attaches great importance to the work of COPUOS and
its Legal Subcommittee, without which general
implementation of these principles would not be
possible. France hopes that the landmark United
Nations treaties of 1967, 1968 and 1972 and 1975 will
see universal and rigorous implementation.
France particularly wishes to underscore the
importance that we attach to the registration of space

objects under the 1975 Convention on Registration.
We marked the fortieth anniversary this year of its
opening for signature. France calls for the effective
implementation of this instrument by the greatest
possible number of States and, above all, by the States
that are members of COPUOS or that wish to become
members of COPUOS. We also encourage States that
have ratified this Convention to ensure its effective
implementation, particularly by transposing its
disposition, its main provisions into internal domestic
law.
Mr. Chairman, France is attached, as you
know, to the principle of long-term sustainability of
space activities. We support any initiatives that strive
for this objective, particularly the work carried out by
the Working Group of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee that is tasked with this matter.
Security, safety and sustainability of space
activities are matters of common interest for all
countries, both countries that conduct activities in
space and those that benefit from space services and
also countries whose future access to space must be
preserved. France believes that it is very important that
the work of the Long-Term Sustainability Working
Group should be completed as planned by the
Committee of the Whole meetings scheduled for June
2016 before being submitted to the seventy-first
session of the General Assembly.
Reduced production of space debris is a sine
qua non condition for long-term sustainability. The
increased level of space debris is a major concern for
France but also for COPUOS. In order to limit the risk
of in-orbit destruction of operational space objects,
especially manned stations, and to guarantee the longterm sustainability of the exploration and utilization of
space, it is absolutely necessary that States should
adopt norms applicable to public and private activities
which would seek to limit the number of debris items
in space.
In this connection, France naturally
encourages initiatives of States to adopt legislation and
regulations regulating space activities and operations in
accordance with resolution 68/74 of the United Nations
General Assembly of 11 December 2013 concerning
recommendations concerning national legislation on
the exploration and peaceful use of outer space.
As we have stated during previous sessions of
this Committee, we have adopted legislation on space
activities which is coherent with the Principles set forth
in the General Assembly resolution. In 2014, 11
authorizations, including nine for launch systems and
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two for satellite control systems, were granted by the
French Government to national space operators.
France continues to fully support the International
Code of Conduct draft proposed by the European
Union which concerns the security of space activities.
It seeks to promote, via voluntary measures,
confidence and transparency and security of space
activities, both civilian and military.
The activities of COPUOS, Mr. Chairman, are
closely related to the discussions that we see in other
bodies of the United Nations. I particularly refer to the
Third Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, that was
held in Sendai in March this year. Then the Special
Summit on Sustainable Development, to be held in
New York in September, or the Paris Climate Summit,
at the end of this year.
As you know, France will be hosting, in Paris,
the Twenty-First Conference of the Parties of the
UNFCCC. This will happen next December. This is a
key event since it will hopefully lead to the adoption of
a new legal framework that will be applicable to all
that will be dynamic and sustainable and that will enter
into force in 2020 and help us to keep the increase in
the global temperature below two degrees compared to
pre-industrial levels.
The contribution of space to our fight against
climate change cannot be under-estimated. Of the 50
variables used to define climate, 26 can only be
measured from space. Constant and comprehensive
Earth observation, thus, is absolutely necessary in
order for us to understand climate change and to come
up with adequate responses. In September of this year,
we will see in Mexico, an important meeting of heads
of space agencies whose aim will be to come up with a
contribution of these agencies to the Conference of
Parties 21.
As regards the organization of the work of this
Subcommittee, as we have said on a number of
occasions at previous sessions, we would like for the
organization of the discussions within COPUOS to be
reformed consensually so as we are able to better use
our time, without prejudice to the ways and means that
we may use to achieve this reform and we look forward
to discussing this with other delegations.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate from France for his statement.
Next on my list is the distinguished delegation
from Algeria, Ms. Amel Behiri. You have the floor.

Ms. A. BEHIRI (Algeria) (interpretation
from French): Thank you Chair. First of all, Chair, the
Algerian delegation would like to repeat its satisfaction
at seeing you chair the Legal Subcommittee for the
second consecutive year. We are convinced that your
long and rich experience in the area of space activities
will be of great benefit to this Subcommittee’s work.
The Algerian delegation would also like to
thank the Director of the Office for Outer Space
Affairs, Ms. Simonetta Di Pippo, and all of the
Secretariat for the quality of the work done in
preparing this session.
Chairman, the Algerian delegation would like
to recall the importance that it attaches to the work of
COPUOS and of its two Subcommittees, notably the
Legal Subcommittee entrusted with elaborating law
covering space activity, law intended to respond to new
challenges posed by the development of space
activities in the context of the Principles which cover
exploration and the use of outer space.
The Algerian delegation, which identifies
itself with the efforts of the Legal Subcommittee to
achieve consensus on the points on its agenda, repeats
its positions as regards the following points.
As to the status and application of the five
United Nations treaties on space, Algeria, which has
ratified to the Space Treaty, the Convention on
International Liability for Damage Caused by Space
Objects, and the Convention on Registration of Objects
Launched into Outer Space, has appointed the Algerian
Space Agency, ASAL, as the National Focal Point for
registration of space objects.
In this context, an electronic version of the
National Registry for Registration of Space Objects,
has been put online on the Agency’s website,
http://www.asal
.dz/registre-national-des-objetsspatiaux .pdf.
As to the definition and delimitation of outer
space, the Algerian delegation considers that the
absence of such a definition and delimitation could
promote the creation of uncertainty as regards
sovereignty of States about their air space. Indeed,
given the close relations which exist between the air
space of a State and the outer space, the Algerian
delegation thinks its important that this be defined and
delimited in the context of COPUOS and in a
consensual way, we define outer space.
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As to national legislation on exploration and
peaceful use of outer space, Algeria still does not have
a framework law. Nonetheless, much thought is being
devoted to cover certain priorities linked to space
activity.
As regards space debris, its proliferation risks
over time in threatening space activity, hence the need
to reduce this. Algeria pleads here for implementation
of a voluntary work on guidelines relating to this and
we suggest that we come back to this when this is
examined by the Subcommittee.
Chairman, the Algerian delegation considers
that putting into practice the technological ambitions in
space comes about inevitably through a policy of
multi-pronged cooperation which provides savoire
faire and technological skills but also legal aspects
linked to the use of space tools aimed at the emergency
of national skills capable of undertaken ambitious
programmes meeting the imperatives of sustainable
development.
This international cooperation
constitutes one of the main principles of the Algerian
Space Agency in order to move forward and develop
national space activity. In fact, since its creation, the
Agency has developed an International Space
Cooperation Policy in the context of the principles of
international law, as established by the United Nations
Organization and its different subsidiary bodies which
advocates and encourages in all its forms international
cooperation for the benefit notably of developing
countries.
Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate from Algeria for her statement.
Next on my list is the distinguished delegate
from Canada, Mr. Schmeichel. You have the floor.
Mr. C. SCHMEICHEL (Canada): Thank
you Mr. Chairman. The Canadian delegation would
like to welcome you back as Chair of the Legal
Subcommittee this year and Canada stands ready to
support you in your efforts to make this year’s session
a success.
At this time, I would to cede the floor to my
colleague, Dr. David Kendall, to address the Legal
Subcommittee on behalf of the past, present and
incoming Chairs of the Committee.
Mr. D. KENDALL (Canada): Thank you.
Mr. Chairman and distinguished delegates, as noted by
the Director of the Office for Outer Space Affairs

during her remarks yesterday, the past, present and
incoming Chairs of the Committee, working with the
Office for Outer Space Affairs, have prepared a note
entitled “2018 UNISPACE+50:
Theme of the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, the Legal
Subcommittee and the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space”. This was presented as a Conference
Room Paper No. CRP.30 to the Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee in February and discussed by
the Working Group of the Whole of the Subcommittee.
The Working Group agreed to the main proposal and
requested the Secretariat, in close consultation with the
past, present and incoming Chairs of the Committee, to
develop the proposal in further detail and present it in
the six official languages of the United Nations for
consideration by the Committee at its fifty-eighth
session in June 2015.
The Working Group of the Whole also
proposed some ideas that should be considered as the
proposal is developed further. These can be found in
Annex I of the Report of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee on its fifty-second session, document
A/AC.105/1088.
Mr. Chairman and distinguished delegates, as
the Director of the Office for Outer Space Affairs also
mentioned, the UNISPACE+50 note has been
distributed to you in your pigeonholes this morning as
document CRP.10. This includes a background note
by the Secretariat as well as the original note by the
past, present and incoming Chairs of COPUOS, as
presented to the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee in February.
It is the desire of the past, present and
incoming Chairs of the Committee to engage the Legal
Subcommittee in a similar dialogue with respect to this
initiative. Since the Legal Subcommittee does not
have a Working Group of the Whole, in discussion
with the Chair of the Subcommittee and the Secretariat,
it is proposed that the UNISPAE+50 concept be
discussed with the Legal Subcommittee delegates
during item 13 of the agenda, Proposals to the
Committee for New Items to be Considered by the
Subcommittee, on Friday afternoon of this week, 17
April.
On behalf of my colleagues, Mr. Oussedik and
Mr. Horikawa, I would urge delegates to consider
carefully the ideas expressed in CRP.10 and be
prepared to provide comments and suggestions on
Friday in order to assist us develop the concept further
and prior to the meeting of the Committee in June.
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Thank you Mr. Chairman for the opportunity
to provide this brief statement.
The CHAIRMAN: Thank you distinguished
delegate from Canada.
Delegates, you have heard the proposal, which
was brought forward by the incoming Chair of
COPUOS on behalf of the current Chair and the past
Chair, to discuss on Friday, under agenda item 13, the
document CRP.10. So I encourage you to have a close
look at this document and to be ready to enter into a
discussion of this document which should lead to a
better understanding of what role the Legal
Subcommittee would take in 2018 and what kind of
inputs also the Legal Subcommittee would like to give
to the, I could call it product, which would emanate
from the fifty-year celebration of UNISPACE-1. So
the three Chairpersons, future, current and past Chairs
of COPUOS, will be very interested to have that
discussion in this Committee meeting on Friday
afternoon under agenda item 13.

Next on my list is the distinguished delegate
from Mexico, Ms. Rosa Maria Ramírez. You have the
floor.
Ms. R. M. RAMÍREZ DE ARELLANO Y
HARO (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish):
Thank you Chairman.
We are grateful to Ms.
Simonetta Di Pippo, Director of the Office for Outer
Space Affairs of the United Nations for the work done
for the holding of the fifty-fourth session of this
Subcommittee. And thank you Mr. Schrogl, Chairman
of the Legal Subcommittee for conducting the work of
this fifty-fourth session and I regret to say, Sir, that, I
am pleased that we have new members, but I see that
Mexico will be on the other side and frankly, I will be
able to see you any more.
What have we done in terms of international
cooperation? A Framework Agreement was signed
between the Mexican Space Agency and the French
National Centre for Space Studies, CNES, in April
2014 in Mexico City at which there was French
President Hollande.

We continue with the general exchange of
views.
Next on my list is the distinguished delegate
from Germany, Mr. Moeller. You have the floor.
Mr. C.-H. MOELLER (Germany): Mr.
Chairman, distinguished delegates, as the IISL/ECSL
Symposium yesterday afternoon demonstrated, there is
a growing demand for an in-depth discussion of the
issue of space traffic management in the Legal
Subcommittee.
I already mentioned in my general statement
yesterday that the German delegation will make a
proposal for a single issue item 2016 on “Exchange of
Views on the Concept of Space Traffic Management”.
Our proposal has now been published as Conference
Room Paper A/AC.105/C.2/2015/CRP.13, which you
will find in your delegations’ pigeonholes.
We hope that this proposal meets your support
and we are looking forward to further discuss it with
other delegations during the next days.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate from Germany for his statement which will
also then, as I understand, refer to dealing with under
agenda item 13.

This year, and following negotiations between
Dr. Le Gall, President of the CNES, and the DirectorGeneral of the Mexican Space Agency, Dr. Javier
Mendieta Jiménez, based on the Framework
Agreement for Cooperation, we are reviewing with Ms.
Sylvie Calleri of CNES, a Space Agreement on
Scientific and Technology Cooperation aimed at
strengthening observation of the ocean through
satellites which are complementary to the observation
systems in situ including terrestrial and space
segments. Similarly, we intend to hold another
advanced Workshop on Interpreting Satellite Images.
So I would like to say Chairman that when it
comes to this Agreement, which comes out literally
from the Framework Agreement between CNES and
our own agency, that this picks up the work signed,
likely to be signed on 12, 13 and 14 of the coming July,
actually during the time of the National Festival in
France.
There has also been a Memorandum of
Understanding signed between the Mexican Space
Agency and the Indian Space Agency. That was in
October 2014 in New Delhi, in the context of the BiNational Mexican/Indian Meeting and we are pleased,
as the Mexican Space Agency, that this could be signed
by the Secretary for Foreign Relations of Mexico.
Let me point out Chairman that Mexico does
not try to sign treaties or Memoranda indiscriminately.
What we do is we really believe in international
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cooperation and we wish to work hard on each of these
Memoranda of Understanding and Agreements that we
have signed and this has produce great benefits, not
just for Mexico but for all the countries with which we
have signed these Memoranda. We are talking about
countries which are highly developed in the area of
space.
We also have plans, that is draft agreements,
as regards space cooperation for peaceful ends with the
Chinese National Space Administration, with which we
intend to sign a Cooperation Agreement on 22 May
2015 in Mexico City, and similarly with the Bolivarian
Agency for Space Activities of Venezuela with which
we intend to continue our work.
Finally, we have also begun cooperation
negotiations with Canada and we are working together
on similar with Argentina.
As regards cooperation, since this is what we
are talking about here, we held various workshops as
part of international cooperation in which proposals
were put forward for joint solutions by the countries of
Latin America. One meeting was held in Bogotá in
Colombia, convened by the Colombian Space
Commission in July of last year under the slogan of
“Space Cooperation as a Base for Sustainable
Development in Latin America”. At that meeting
Chairman, we, the people of Latin America and the
Caribbean, try to pool our efforts. We are emerging
States when it comes to space activities, and we take
our cue in particular from our own level of skills and
competence in this area, thinking about those available
to Brazil and Argentina and we are working actively,
Chairman, in other fora of international cooperation
with countries of Latin America, as convened by the
CONIDA, that is the Peruvian Space Agency promoted
with the help of APSCO. And there, at both meetings,
there were at least eight of the Chairs or Heads of these
respective space agencies were present from Latin
America.
In October of last year, in Ensenada, in the
State of Lower California in Mexico, a Symposium
was held on Basic Space Technology, held jointly
between the United Nations Office for Outer Space
Affairs and the Mexican Space Agency with the
support of the Centre for Scientific Research and
Higher Education. It should be pointed out that there
was a great turnout by representatives of Latin
America.
This April, the National Activities Programme
will be published. It relates to all that has been done in
space and relates to medium- and short-term, as well as

the long-term, we are talking about the last 30 years we
can look back to and about other activities.
So for us, we are an emerging State in this
area. We are very ambitious here and we are talking
about at least the next 30 years. As the Head, in my
case, I personally, of the Pro Tempore Secretariat of
the Sixth Space Conference of the Americas, attention
has been drawn of the members of the Space
Conference of the Americas to the communiqué by the
Vice-President of Nicaragua in which he confirms that
the Government of Nicaragua accepts to hold the next,
the Seventh Conference of the Americas, and will take
on the functions of the Pro Tempore Secretariat in
which this country will host. It is important to point
out that the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela expressed its interest in holding the Seventh
Conference of the Americas. Mexico will be the venue
for the next Conference and Summit of Heads of Space
Agencies on Climate Change and Disaster
Management, as mentioned by the distinguished
representative of France and it will be held on 17 and
18 September of this year and will be held jointly with
the International Astronautical Academy. This will
involve all of us because we are talking about climate
change and disaster management. And with the case of
the International Astronautical Academy, I should like
to point out that various similar symposia have been
held involving all countries throughout the world
because in one or another way, we are all affected by
various phenomena, not just man-made but also
fundamentally caused by nature.
Although it is a subsequent event, I should in
any event like to point out that the City of Guadalajara,
Jalisco in Mexico, will be the venue for the
International Astronautics Congress in 2016, an event
which will be held jointly by the International
Astronautics Federation, the IAA, and the International
Space Law Institute, and with the participation of the
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs. There
is great interest in reviving and moving forward the
work of the Legal Subcommittee for the creation of
binding instruments in line with the nature and
competence of this Subcommittee.
Chairman, in the last plenary of COPUOS,
Mexico made a statement and expressed a request that
we review the work from its origins, setting up to the
creation of a Legal Subcommittee, thinking about the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee because the
latter was created to support the work of the Legal
Subcommittee today. And as a lawyer, it is not
something that I am trying to stoke up but we see that
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee creates an
awful lot of work and we, the Legal Subcommittee,
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cannot respond in an appropriate fashion, and I think
that if this is the forum, the Legal Subcommittee, from
which legal instruments should be issued, we wish to
support the proposed interaction by both the Scientific
and Technical Subcommittee and the Legal
Subcommittee, the presentation of binding instruments.
That is the very nature of the Committee, and the
competence of our Committee. We have a series of
non-binding documents which contain very important
provisions and we would like these things reflected in
and/or space law. But nonetheless, we think they
would be more applicable globally if these non-binding
provisions could be worked upon here in the Legal
Subcommittee so that we can generate binding
instruments. I think that is very important.
Yesterday, there was mention of the Moon
Agreement. In one statement by one of our colleagues
or representatives of the members of this
Subcommittee, there was mention of the four treaties.
Yes, we tend to overlook the Moon Agreement for
various reasons I am not going to mention but I think
that it is important to look into this and think about the
importance of that treaty, not just because it involves
terminology which goes beyond the use and
exploration of outer space for peaceful uses and we
think to the Moon and other celestial bodies, but they
were involved in the concept of commercialization.
And going one further, there are three paragraphs in
that Agreement related to the prohibition of nuclear
power sources in outer space or the use of weapons of
mass destruction or weaponization was the term used
in English. I cannot think of it in Spanish but we need
to work on that particular point. I mentioned the
importance of that Agreement which, I think, everyone
believes needs to move forward. It only has 15
ratifications and two signatures from France, and I
cannot remember the other country concerned.
One proposal for the drafting of a new treaty
which incorporates the recent provisions derived from
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee measures
which should be implemented into the Code of
Conduct on Space Activities, as well as international
measures for transparency and ethics which are
fundamental in space law. Mexico is not against the
Code of Conduct to regulate these space activities,
Chair, but it would like here to have a debate about the
contents of this but if we look at it objectively, we need
to think about measures for transparency and exchange
of information, space debris and the question of
possible interference and self-defence. That is the part
relating to defence which is established in the Charter.
You see that all of these issues are being
considered within COPUOS so when we consider the

Code of Conduct, Mexico thinks that these issues are
being regulated, are being considered by this
Committee, included by this Subcommittee, and we
would like to take this up again and move this forward
within the work of this Subcommittee, in particular, the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee.
What about the situation of the application of
the five United Nations treaties on outer space? We
need to bolster application of the five United Nations
treaties on outer space in order to promote international
cooperation and to gain greater ratification of these
treaties by member States.
Chairman, I know it is not a sine qua non. I
would like to be a member of COPUOS so we cannot
establish any kind of regulation which would allow or
not allow a member State to take part but we have to
look into one option, I am just thinking out loud, that
we could perhaps ratify the treaties so that all of us
present here can have the freedom to talk with their
minds that these treaties which take up the fundamental
basics of the 1962 Treaty can be put into and repeat in
1967, which has attracted the greater number of
ratifications that these things could be fully ratified in
their context. Why? Because this Treaty picks up and
focuses on the future, in particular the part on
astronauts and thinks about the Treaty on Liability and
also picks up on the Moon Agreement.
When it comes to our own commitment, as a
signatory State, to notify and update information
related to the launching of its objects, in compliance
with the Treaty on the Registry of Objects Launched
into Outer Space and the recent notification we made
to the General Secretariat of the United Nations
Organization about the approval which is given to
Article III of Convention on the Registry and the
approval of the Mexican satellite E115WB, the
property of EUTELSAT Americas. We need here to
emphasize the concentration of information on
launching objects by the Mexican Space Agency as
part of its legal functions and facilities. Now, here too,
we extend a very respectful invitation to members of
this Committee and this Subcommittee of this
Commission General that we look into this registry of
the objects we all launch into space and what other
laws we have at the moment as a Bill. We are
concealing(?) considering(?) whether our scientists
who are thinking about launch of whatever kind that all
of these things really should, however small,
apparently should be included in the Registry and that
this be important. These things should be made
available and taking into account the provisions when
it comes to communication, as referred to by ITU.
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As regards the question of defining and
delimiting outer space, Mexico complies with the
international laws as regards delimiting its outer space,
and in line with what was discussed at the fifty-fourth
session of the Subcommittee, there will be an analysis
of the advantages and disadvantages and coming up
with a definition per se of delimiting outer space.
In the Constitution of Mexico, it says that
outer space should also be considered in line with
international law and we know there is no delimitation
but, at the same time, we are aware that technology is
advancing fast in this regard and that we need some
regulation or some delimitation of about 10 kilometres
above Earth. We need to think about this and about the
control mechanism which one State may have for
establishing its jurisdiction of its appearing over certain
altitudes, say of 100 kilometres above the Earth.
These are issues my Government is
considering but we are open to what is said here in the
context of COPUOS and we support rational and fair
access to geostationary orbit. This is set out in the
space treaties fundamentally and also addressed in the
paper from the International Telecommunication
Union. We all have rights. All countries have the right
to put satellites into geostationary orbit and into
medium and lower orbit. The problem, Chairman, is
that conditions are being created or sometimes not for
the developing countries, thinking about Latin
America, conditions in which we might successfully
launch objects into these things. We need to think
about space debris and we need to think about the word
“fair”. This is very important and we need to think
about the security and as I said before, as Professor
Monserrat said before, security and safety may have
two different meanings but when it comes to space
security, we think both aspects are relevant.
As to promoting other aspects, Mexico
supports efforts to flush(?) out the holding of seminars
on space law in Latin America on the basis of
international cooperation. And, through its specialists
in technological institutions and other centres, it
supports the sharing of space law and it is referred to
the additional declaration and has helped us with the
sharing of international law pertaining to space.
Now, we have learned from those who have
been on this rather longer than we have. In that part
relating to the use of nuclear power sources, we have
made a specific statement, a cautious one, and we think
this is a very sensitive issue since the Guidelines were
adopted and we refer to Article IV. So this is a
sensitive issue for all that it relates to and because of
potential militarization of outer space and the potential

putting of nuclear power sources in outer space and
celestial bodies, including, of course, the Moon.
When it comes to the general exchange of
information and opinions on the legal mechanisms on
measures to reduce space debris, bearing in mind the
work of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee,
here we think it is exceedingly relevant, from my point
of view, we must work on the technical aspects here,
the technological and scientific aspects here, and then
this must be passed on to the Legal Subcommittee so
that we can provide a regulatory framework, essentially
a treaty. Mexico takes part actively on this, being part
of the four groups of experts of the Working Group on
Sustainability of Outer Space Activities within the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee.
At the same time, I would like to mention,
Chairman, that the work that we are conducting here
when it comes to sustainability of space activities
causes me to remember that last year we worked on a
law of civil protection to try and incorporate the aspect
of astronomical issues and exposure to rays. We are
thinking about climate work and asteroids and
meteorites and other space objects which fall to Earth
which are not necessarily from outer space very often.
We have to think about these things. They could be of
man-made origin so we need to think about this and we
have discussed these things in order fora. So we are
preparing public policies on everything relating to
space debris and access to space and all those things
that mankind puts into orbit, regardless of the orbit so
we are working on public policies on this in our
country with a view to establishing preventive
measures to help us rebuild and to measure these things
and cooperate more effectively.
And finally, when it comes to international
mechanisms for cooperation in exploration and use of
outer space, Mexico supports the development of
mechanisms which makes it possible for countries
which do not have technology to conduct space
exploration in situ to receive information from those
who do have access thus avoiding the strategic
advantages and commercial inequalities. So Mexico’s
Space Agency, in particular, has great interest in doing
this and we have practiced this, working together with
CCS and with the Indian and Chinese space agencies
and other Administrations which are highly developed
in space issues. Some of them have been involved
since 1957 but we have great interest in these things
and obviously we are aware that all of this has a cost
when it comes to technology transfer but it could be
that the next satellites supported by the Mexican State,
which are commercial satellites, that one of these two
will be put into orbit this year, at the end of this month,

COPUOS
Page 11
in fact, and the next at the end of November. So we
think that the Mexican Space Agency can draw now on
the necessary elements necessary support from others
and here we need to draw on all the benefits of
cooperation. We have the technology but we wish to
build our own satellites, not just to substitute this
current generation on this things which are the property
of the Mexican Government, but we are also thinking
about Earth observation satellites which are a key point
and a very important one for my Administration.
So thanking all of you for your patience and
when it comes to the respective agenda item, I would
like to reserve the right to come back as need be.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate from Mexico for her statement and be assured,
Rosa María, that I am particularly sad that I am
deprived from the pleasure of seeing you.
Next on my list is the United Arab Emirates,
Mr. Nasser Al Rashdi.
Mr. N.A.A. AL RASHDI (United Arab
Emirates): Thank you Chairman. Your Excellency,
Director of the Office, distinguished delegates, ladies
and gentlemen, thank you for giving us the opportunity
to participate and exchange our views in this very
important meeting.
We have been following the interesting
discussions and exchange of views on the various
topics that are part of this effective meeting. We very
much enjoyed and learned from yesterday’s
Symposium on the hot topic and the global trend
towards space traffic management. We highly value
their informative reports, proposed guidelines, as well
as the Administrations’ responses to the different
critical and quite relevant questions that we have today
when it comes to space regulations and legislations.
We hope to soon become a member of the
Committee and be able to positively contribute to the
valuable work of this important Committee and its
Subcommittees, as well as the Working Groups, for the
benefit of all.
In August 2014, the UAE Government
established the UAE Space Agency with the mission to
organize and guide the space sector by contributing to
the national economy, sustainable development, by
preparing generations of highly-skilled professionals,
by developing space research, space programmes and
strategic partnerships in the field of space, and with a

vision to become among leaders in space and inspire
our future generations for the benefit of our nation and
all humankind.
The Agency mandate is to develop the space
sector, develop space policies and regulations and
direct the National Space Programme in the UAE.
The UAE has been and will continue to invest
in the sustainable development of the space sector with
a goal to bring benefits to our country, our partners, all
humankind and for our beloved blue planet.
As you all know, we have multiple satellite
operators that provide telecom, digital broadcasting
and Earth observation services. We have academic
institutes who have been offering education and
involved in research and studies relevant to space. We
anticipate much more to come for this important sector
over the upcoming years.
At the beginning of this session, Mr.
Chairman, you announce the interest of the UAE to
become a member of the Committee and we seek and
we look forward for the support of all the members in
the June meeting.
Thank you Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the observer from
the United Arab Emirates for his statement.
I still have one member of the Committee on
my list. It is Indonesia. The distinguished delegate
from Indonesia has the floor, Mr. Ruddyard.
Mr. F. RUDDYARD (Indonesia): Thank you
very much Mr. Chairman, distinguished Delegates. At
the outset, on behalf of the Indonesian delegation,
please allow me to congratulate you on your
chairmanship of the Legal Subcommittee of the United
Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space. We are confident that under your able
stewardship, we will have a fruitful deliberation. And
let me express as well the Indonesian delegation’s full
support and cooperation for the success of this Session.
Mr. Chairman, my delegation would also like
to take this opportunity to express its appreciation to
the Secretariat for their excellent work in preparing this
session and for making all documents available to us.
My delegation would also like to associate
itself with the statement of the G77 and China that was
delivered yesterday by the distinguished Ambassador
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of Chile and would like to make a national statement as
follows.
Indonesia is of the view that the Legal
Subcommittee is of paramount importance to the
development of the outer space legal regime. The
Subcommittee has been discussing several important
issues, and over the years. Indonesia has been
following the deliberations very closely. Indonesia has
a great interest in issues such as, to mention a few, the
definition and delimitation of outer space and the
geostationary orbit. Of course, other issues are of great
importance as well.
On the discussion on the definition and
delimitation of outer space, Indonesia has stated its
position many times in previous meetings. We note
that this matter has been deliberated since the 1960s
and yet it still being discussed today.
On the delimitation issue, Indonesia notes the
existing two main approaches, namely the spatial and
the functional approaches.
Let me stress that our position remains as
previously expressed and Indonesia believes that others
also maintain theirs. It is good for us to have the
chance to express our positions, to have our voices
heard and recognized, and at the same time, have the
opportunity to understand one another better. Given
the fact that the matter has been discussed for such a
long time, however, we might need a little time for
reflection of where we were, where we are now and
where are we going to go in the future. In this
connection, Indonesia remains committed to engaging
in further discussion and deliberation of this matter
with a view to finding a common solution.
Mr. Chairman, on the issue of the
geostationary orbit, Indonesia notes the Report of the
fifty-third session of this Subcommittee held last year,
especially the recommendation to develop a legal
regime dedicated to the geostationary orbit, As
mentioned in the Report, Indonesia stresses that such a
regime should take into account the needs of
developing countries as well as the geographical
characteristics of certain countries. In line with this
argument, Article 44 of the International
Telecommunication Union, ITU, Constitution also
clearly states the importance of considering the special
needs of the developing countries and the geographical
situation of particular countries.
The geographical facts of Indonesia. as an
equatorial State having the longest equatorial arch,
consisting of 17,000 islands inhabited by around 250

million people, should be of particular significance in
this regard. This geographical feature is unique and
deserves special consideration, especially with regard
to the legal regime that is going to be developed.
On the agenda item on the possible revision of
the Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power
Sources in Outer Space, we would like to underline the
importance of limiting the use of nuclear power
sources in outer space as much as possible. Public
safety is of paramount importance. Therefore, such use
of nuclear power sources should be based on a
thorough safety assessment to reduce the risk of
accidental exposure of the public to harmful radiation
or radioactive material.
The revision of the Principles Relevant to the
Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space, in our
opinion, should be aimed at strengthening these
Principles, not only in term of substance, but also their
binding character. In this regard, Indonesia supports
the idea of developing a legally binding international
instrument on this matter. At this moment, when such
a legally binding instrument does not yet exist, we urge
the member countries to implement the safety
framework on the use of nuclear power sources in
outer space.
Mr. Chairman, with regard to the international
space cooperation mechanism, Indonesia has
intergovernmental agreements on space cooperation
with several countries. Under these intergovernmental
agreements, Joint Committees have been established to
develop medium- and long-term space cooperation
plans between Indonesia and its partners.
The
Committees meet regularly to monitor, evaluate and
improve the ongoing cooperation, and furthermore,
Indonesia is also actively involved in various regional
and multilateral cooperation.
Last but not least, the University of
Padjadjaran in Indonesia, in cooperation with the
International Institute of Air and Space Law, Leiden
Law School, had convened the International
Conference on Air and Space Law, on 5-6 November
2014, in Bandung, Indonesia. The Conference, which
was attended by 125 participants consisting of
representatives from universities, practitioners,
decision-makers and the community of air law and
space law, discussed the critical needs of the
implementation of international air and space law for
Indonesia. It was a very productive Conference to
promote the capacity-building of our stakeholders in
international air law and space law.
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Mr. Chairman, to conclude, allow me to
reiterate Indonesia’s steadfast commitment to and
support for the valuable work of this Legal
Subcommittee, with a view to achieving an outcome
that is beneficial to all mankind.
I thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate from Indonesia for his statement.
I have received a request from a number of
delegations and observers to speak at this session.
So the next on the list of speakers is the
distinguished delegate from Pakistan.
Mr. N. MAHMOOD (Pakistan): Thank you
Mr. Chairman. On behalf of Pakistan, it is my honour
to address this fifty-fourth session of the Legal Subcommittee of the United Nations Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. My delegation would
like to confide in your able leadership and assure our
full support towards achieving substantive progress on
the issues currently under discussion.
I would also like to thank Ms. Simonetta Di
Pippo, Director of the Office for Outer Space Affairs,
and her team for the extensive support in organizing
this session.
Mr. Chairman, Pakistan supports international
efforts aimed at strengthening the rule of law in outer
space. Pakistan is Party to all the five United Nations
treaties on outer space, including the Agreement
Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and
Other Celestial Bodies. We would like to encourage
States that have signed but not yet ratified the Moon
Agreement, as well as other States, to become Parties
to it, in line with the Joint Statement on the Benefits of
Adherence to the Agreement Governing the Activities
of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies by
States Parties to the Agreement, vide doc. no.
A/AC.105/C.2/L.272.
Mr. Chairman, on the occasion of the fortieth
anniversary of the Convention on Registration of
Objects Launched into Outer Space, my delegation
would like to inform the Subcommittee that Pakistan
maintains a National Space Register since 1990 and
has also provided relevant information of the objects
launched into outer space to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations in line with Article IV of the
Registration Convention.

Mr. Chairman, Pakistan supports scientific
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful
purposes. Pakistan is against moving, placing, using or
threatening to use any weapons from the platform of
outer space.
We are against militarization and
weaponization of outer space and believe that it would
trigger an arms race in outer space and undermine
global peace and security. Consequentially, the safety,
security and sustainability of space activities would be
seriously jeopardized.
Mr. Chairman, outer space is a global
common to be shared by all nations and communities
of the world and this precious resource needs to be
judiciously utilized, guaranteeing equitable access to
all countries irrespective of their technological
advancement.
Pakistan does not support the notion of firstcome, first-served in the realm of outer space and
believes in the equitable distribution of this vast, yet
exhaustible, resource, particularly the commercially
viable geostationary satellite orbit.
Mr. Chairman, my delegation believes that all
the five United Nations space treaties constitute a firm
basis for
the regulation of space activities worldwide. However,
serious efforts should be directed to deliberate upon
new instruments in order to address the complexities of
emerging space activities. Nonetheless, such new
instruments or guidelines should not impose undue
technological and financial limitations, that is, entry
barriers, for the developing countries in their activities
towards the peaceful exploration and use of outer
space.
Mr. Chairman, Pakistan supports all
international United Nations-led efforts that seek to
promote openness and transparency in outer space
activities and commends the efforts of the Group of
Governmental
Experts,
GGE,
and
its
recommendations.
Pakistan would welcome any
further negotiations on the International Code of
Conduct for Outer Space Activities, but in order to
garner greater and wider support, the initiative should
be brought under the aegis of the United Nations
COPUOS.
Mr. Chairman, Pakistan also supports the call
for greater coordination between the United Nations
COPUOS and CD, especially with regard to the draft
PPWT, as the issue is closely linked with the long-term
security and sustainability of space activities and
merits careful mutual consideration.
The near
deadlock on PAROS and a stalemate on the draft
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treaty, PPWT, may offer certain initiatives in the legal
and regulatory space.
Pakistan also supports efforts to regulate
national space activities in accordance with Article VI
of the Outer Space Treaty and is fully cognizant of the
perils of an unregulated space sector endangering
international space activities. To this end, Pakistan has
initiated the process of capacity-building in
international space law which would culminate in the
shape of codification of national space laws.
Mr. Chairman, on 12 November 2014,
Pakistan successfully held its prestigious three-day
event entitled “International Conference on Space,
ICS-2014” at Islamabad. The Conference was attended
by about 300 international and national participants.
Pakistan has also offered to host United
Nations/Pakistan Workshop on Water Resources
Management, in the March/April timeframe in
Islamabad.
Mr. Chairman, I would like to conclude by
emphasizing that space law must evolve in accordance
with international law in a manner that promotes space
activities through international cooperation for the
benefit of all humanity and in accordance with the
principles of preservation of life and maintenance of
peace as enshrined in the United Nations Charter and
the outer space treaties.
I thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate from Pakistan for his statement.
Next on my list is the distinguished delegate
from Viet Nam.
Mr. D. H. TRINH (Viet Nam):
Mr.
Chairman, on behalf of the Viet Nam delegation, I
would like to thank Mr. Chairman for his introductory
statement. In general, our delegation aligns itself with
the statements made earlier.
Ladies and gentlemen, Viet Nam is in the
view that the existing international legal framework
governing outer space activities enables States,
including developing countries, to benefit from
activities conducted in outer space and that it is
essential to continue to seek universal adherence to and
application of the United Nations treaties on outer
space.
At the same time, we would like to reiterate
the importance of the existing treaties on outer space

and emphasize the following principles: equal and
non-discriminatory access to outer space and equal
conditions for all States, irrespective of their level of
scientific and technical development, as well as the
equitable and rational use of outer space; nonappropriation of outer space, including the Moon and
other celestial bodies, by claim of sovereignty, use,
occupation or any other means; non-militarization of
outer space and its exploitation strictly for peaceful
purposes; and regional cooperation to promote space
activities.
Viet Nam ratified the Treaty on Principles
Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies, signed the Agreement on the Rescue
of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return
of Objects Launched into Outer Space. Now Viet Nam
is considering to ratify the Agreement on the Rescue of
Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of
Objects Launched into Outer Space and accede to the
Convention on International Liability for Damage
Caused by Space Objects, the Convention on
Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space and
the Agreement Governing the Activities of States on
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.
Viet Nam believes that it is essential to further
develop the international legal regime based on the
existing treaties and principles, as well as looking into
the possibility of developing new instruments, as
appropriate, to ensure greater transparency and
confidence-building in the conduct of space activities,
in a manner that allowed all nations to benefit from
space activities, taking into particular account the
interests of developing countries, including Viet Nam.
Recently, Viet Nam has begun the process of
formulating Viet Nam Space Law. This Law is to be
submitted to the Viet Nam National Assembly in 2017.
Viet Nam also believes that it is necessary to
have closer cooperation and coordination of the work
of the Legal Subcommittee and that of the Scientific
and Technical Subcommittee so as to facilitate the
legal review of scientific and technological
developments and with a view to promoting the
development of binding international norms addressing
critical issues such as the long-term sustainability of
outer space, space debris and the use of nuclear power
sources in outer space.
With regard to bilateral cooperation, Viet
Nam and Russia signed the Agreement on Cooperation
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space for Peaceful
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Purposes on 7 November 2012, which entered into
force on 1 January 2015.
Viet Nam is also negotiating a similar
agreement with the United States. In addition, Viet
Nam’s Ministry of Science and Technology and
Belgium’s Federal Public Planning Service “Science
Policy” signed a Memorandum of Understanding on
Cooperation in the Field of Space Sciences,
Technologies and Applications on 12 March 2012.
The United States/Viet Nam civil space
collaboration is substantive and growing as Viet Nam
is becoming increasingly active in regional and global
space activities. As a result, the United States and the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam held their first Civil
Space Cooperation Dialogue on 18 December 2014 at
the United States Department of State in Washington,
D.C. The main goals of this Dialogue were to discuss
each country’s national space policies, including Viet
Nam’s planned accession to the United Nations outer
space treaties and to explore potential areas for civil
bilateral cooperation. These include: space weather
space geodesy; capacity-building programmes; orbital
debris mitigation; satellite-based maritime domain
awareness; and the use of Earth observation data and
global navigation satellite systems, especially to
improve management of the Mekong River Delta.
To conclude, on behalf of the delegation, I
would like to express Viet Nam’s commitment to and
support of the work of the Subcommittee. I hope at
this session, there will be remarkable outcomes.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman and distinguished
delegates, for your kind attention.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate from Viet Nam for his statement.
Next on my list is the distinguished observer
from the European Space Agency, Mr. Reynaud.
Mr. P. REYNAUD (European Space
Agency): Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Let
me first extend our compliments to you for the able
chairmanship you demonstrated during last year’s
session and our pleasure to see you chairing again this
year session of the Legal Subcommittee.
We also acknowledge Dr. Simonetta Di Pippo
for concluding a very successful first year in office as
Director of the Office for Outer Space Affairs, and
thank her staff, who have once again, in a sound and
professional manner, prepared this Subcommittee.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, let me
thank you for providing the European Space Agency
with the opportunity to address this Subcommittee.
The European Space Agency is looking back to another
eventful year.
A few weeks ago, Estonia and Hungary
signed Accession Agreements to the ESA Convention.
Upon ratification of both these Agreements, the
number of ESA member States will reach 22. This
marks the continuation of a successful development of
European States joining their forces under the umbrella
of an international inter-governmental organisation
which they task to provide for and to promote for
exclusively peaceful purposes, cooperation in space
research and technology and in space applications,
through the implementation of space programmes, the
coordination of national space programmes and the
elaboration of an appropriate industrial policy to these
ends. With soon 22 Member States, six European
Cooperating States being prepared for potential future
membership, Canada, as a longstanding Cooperating
State and many international partners, ESA is set to
continue being what it has been called in the past,
namely a comprehensive and truly intergovernmental
space organization.
On 2 December 2014, ESA concluded an
important one-day Council meeting at ministerial level
in Luxembourg, where the ministers of ESA member
States in charge of space affairs agreed the further
development of a family of new launchers, namely the
development of Ariane-6 and Vega-C, and further
approved funding for the International Space Station
and space exploration. They also adopted a resolution
on the ESA evolution, covering the vision for ESA
until 2030.
On 1 July of this year, ESA will see a
“changing of the guards” with the take-up of duty of its
new Director-General, Professor Johann-Dietrich
Woerner, currently Chairman of the Executive Board
of the German Aerospace Centre, DLR. Professor
Woerner will succeed Mr. Jean-Jacques Dordain,
whose term of office ends in nine weeks, on 30 June
after serving 12 years as Director-General of ESA.
Let me now turn to scientific and operational
achievements. In doing so, I cannot help but start with
one of the most resounding successes in the history of
ESA, the Rosetta mission, the first spacecraft ever to
rendezvous with and orbit a comet, the also first
successful landing of a human-made object on a
comet’s surface, when the Philae lander touched down
on the surface of Comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko
in the early evening hours of 12 November 2014. But
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Rosetta was not only a scientific accomplishment. It
also represents ESA’s biggest communication success
so far, including hundreds of millions of people around
the world watching the Philae landing on television,
14.000 articles published online and Rosetta being the
number one global trending topic on twitter with 907
million views and 4380 million timeline. With
Rosetta, ESA managed to reach and, hopefully,
fascinate the global public, demonstrating what can be
accomplished when States cooperate in exploring and
using outer space.
ESA also continues observing our home
planet, and in doing so, it implements activities that
benefit citizens around the globe. With the launch of
Sentinel-1A one year ago and the transfer of its
ownership to the European Union, the European
Copernicus programme entered a new level in its
implementation. Led by the European Union and with
ESA responsible for the space segment, Copernicus
shall not only serve society and the environment but is
set to contribute to economic growth, employment and
innovation. The launch and transfer of ownership of
the second dedicated satellite, Sentinel-2A, is only a
few weeks ahead.
The other European space flagship
programme is the European Union's Galileo satellite
navigation system. Under delegation of the European
Union, ESA, since last spring, brought four new
operational Galileo satellites into orbit, bringing the
constellation to a current total of eight satellites, with
six more planned for launch this year. Galileo
represents an important and ambitious European
infrastructure project.
Climate change is another topic that remains
high on the agenda of ESA. Three years into ESA’s
Cryosat mission, the satellite’s measurements show
that the Antarctic ice sheet is now losing 160 billion
tons of ice each year, twice as much as when it was
last surveyed. The polar ice sheets are a major
contributor to the rise in global sea levels and these
newly measured losses from Antarctica alone are
enough to raise global sea levels by 0.5 mm every year.
Two members of the ESA Astronauts Corps
departed on long-duration missions to the International
Space Station, Alexander Gerst, who spent almost six
months aboard the International Space Station between
May and November 2014, and Samantha Cristoforetti,
who embarked only two weeks after Alexander Gerst’s
return on a five-month mission aboard the International
Space Station.

Let us stay with the International Space
Station for a moment. The fifth and final mission of
ESA’s Automated Transfer Vehicle brought the ATV
programme to a successful end, which has been called
one of the most remarkable space and industrial
projects ever made in Europe. The ATV programme
was part of a barter arrangement between ESA and its
International Space Station partners and leaves a
legacy for future space exploration.
It was
instrumental for ESA’s participation in NASA’s Orion
spacecraft which has carried out its first test flight and
that shall fly astronauts to the Moon and beyond.
To conclude this review, let me mention a
special premier for ESA. A few weeks ago, an
experimental vehicle to develop an autonomous
European re-entry capability, called the Intermediate
Experimental Vehicle, or IXV, completed its 100minute suborbital mission reaching maximal altitude of
412 kilometres before landing in the Pacific Ocean
west of the Galapagos islands.
Let me now turn to the field of international
cooperation.
ESA continues its successful cooperation with
many States around the world, from established
strategic partners to new partnerships. Many of ESA’s
missions are based on cooperation and would not be
possible without the valued contributions and expertise
of partners outside the ESA family of member States.
It is, therefore, with anticipation that ESA looks
forward to the continued deliberations of the Working
Group on the Review of International Mechanisms for
Cooperation in the Peaceful Exploration and Use of
Outer Space. ESA has not only a vested interest in
cooperation. I shall recall that it represents itself a
mechanism of international cooperation.
The example of ESA also shows the
importance of the role and rule of law in international
space cooperation. ESA’s founding document, the
“Convention for the Establishment of a European
Space Agency”, is an international treaty that has laid
foundation to decades of cooperation in exploring and
using outer space for peaceful purposes.
Distinguished delegates, dear Chairman, ESA is very
aware that it carries the responsibility to act, within its
limits of competence, as a dutiful member of the
international community. ESA tries to apply this
responsibility in the spirit of, and according to the rules
of space law, following the Liability Convention, the
Rescue Agreement and the Registration Convention.
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In 2013, ESA has started to provide, as
permanent observer and in cooperation with its
Member States, contributions in the form of
Conference Room Papers to this Subcommittee. ESA
is doing so with the goal of fostering transparency
towards the international community by providing
information on legal and regulatory aspects. This year,
ESA offers an insight into the Agency’s current policy
and practice in the registration of its space objects
following its obligations under the Registration
Convention. To this extent, I will invite you to join
ESA for a technical presentation this afternoon.
ESA also considers the support of space lawrelated initiatives imperative to advance our common
goal of capacity-building in the field.

discussed during the two coming weeks here in
Vienna.
With this, I would like to conclude the
intervention of the European Space Agency.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank Mr. Reynaud for
his statement on behalf of the observer of the European
Space Agency.
Are there any other delegations or observers
wishing to speak under agenda item 3, General
Exchange of Views?
I see none.

In 2014, representatives of ESA continued to
publish legal studies on various aspects of space law.
This includes the participation of ESA representatives
in the writing of the third volume of the Cologne
Commentary on Space Law and the publication, last
month, of a new space law book entitled “Space Law
Essentials Vol.1”, by a staff member of ESA’s Legal
Services Department, that offers a compact access to
the theory and practice of space law. ESA staff also
continued to lecture on space law at various European
universities. Finally, ESA actively supported the
European Centre for Space Law and will continue to
do so also in 2015.
Before concluding this intervention, let me
recall that one of the pressing topics for future
cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space is how
to deal with space debris. ESA promotes, through its
work and together with its member States, research and
progress towards space debris mitigation solutions and
encourages an inter-disciplinary view on the topic.
ESA also acknowledges the establishment of
the Compendium on Space Debris Mitigation
Standards adopted by States and International
Organisations, initiated by Canada, the Czech Republic
and Germany, to which it has contributed. ESA
appreciates that the Committee in June 2014 tasked the
Office for Outer Space Affairs to feature the
Compendium on its website and to regularly integrate
updates. Such, the Compendium is on its way to
becoming an important reference source of space
debris mitigation mechanisms around the world.
Dear Mr. Chairman, dear distinguished
delegates of the Legal Subcommittee, as permanent
observer, the European Space Agency is looking
forward to the work of this fifty-fourth session and
notices the array of important topics that will be

So we will continue our consideration of this
agenda item this afternoon.
Information on the activities of international
intergovernmental
and
non-governmental
organizations relating to space law (agenda item 4)
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
begin our consideration of agenda item 4, Information
on the Activities of International Intergovernmental
and Non-Governmental Organizations Relating to
Space Law.
Before we turn to the observers who are
interested to speak, there is one member State wishing
to speak and this is the United States.
The
distinguished representative of the United States has
the floor.
Mr. B. ISRAEL (United States of America):
Thank you Mr. Chairman for the opportunity to present
the United States’ views on this standing agenda item.
The activities of international organizations
relating to space law are significant and have
contributed much to the development of the field.
Many space activities rely on regional or global
cooperation, and such cooperation has enhanced the
abilities of individual States to improve and advance
space activities and technologies.
International organizations also have an
important role to play in the strengthening of the
international legal framework applicable to space
activities. They can encourage their members to
adhere to the four core outer space treaties so as to
bring the activities of the international organizations
within the framework of the outer space treaties.
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The outer space treaties were drawn up in full
awareness of the possibility of international
organizations conducting space activities, and indeed,
several of these treaties contain mechanisms to permit
international organizations that conduct space activities
to do so within the framework of the treaties.
Specifically, the Rescue and Return Agreement, the
Liability Convention, and the Registration Convention
each contain provisions specific to international
intergovernmental organizations.
And while we are pleased that a number of
international organizations operate within the
framework of treaties, we know that some important
international intergovernmental organizations are not
operating within the treaties because an insufficient
number of their members have become Party to both
the Outer Space Treaty and, respectively, to the Rescue
and Return Agreement, the Liability Convention, and
the Registration Convention.
As the framework
established by these treaties is an important and
beneficial one for the global conduct of space
activities, it is desirable for international organizations
to conduct their space activities within this legal
framework.
We hope that international intergovernmental
organizations that conduct space activities will take
steps to bring their activities within the rubric of the
Outer Space Treaty, the Rescue and Return Agreement,
the Liability Convention, and the Registration
Convention. We believe that doing so could produce a
useful improvement in the coverage and effectiveness
of the core space treaties.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate from the United States for his statement.
Next on my list is the representative from
APSCO, Mr. Bayrak. You have the floor.
Mr. M. Y. BAYRAK (Asia-Pacific Space
Cooperation Organization):
Mr. Chairman,
distinguished delegates, it is my privilege to make this
statement on behalf of the Asia-Pacific Space
Cooperation Organization, APSCO, at this fifty-fourth
session of the Legal Subcommittee of the United
Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space.
Mr. Chairman, please accept our trust and
confidence in your leadership and chairing this session
of the Legal Subcommittee. We also appreciate the

efforts of the Director and staff of the Office for Outer
Space Affairs for planning, preparing and organizing
this session in a befitting manner.
Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates,
APSCO is getting out of its infancy stage as it is
stepping into the seventh year of its working, since it
became functional in December 2008. The APSCO
Council has already held eight meetings during last six
years, five of them in Beijing, China, one in Pattaya,
Thailand, one in Tehran, Iran and the last one in
Lahore, Pakistan. While approving a number of
cooperative space projects, the Council has encouraged
the APSCO Secretariat to act actively on space law and
policy as well.
In this regard, APSCO has become the
permanent observer of the United Nations Office for
Outer Space Affairs in 2009 and has been actively
participating in the sessions of the Legal Subcommittee
since then.
After joining the Legal Subcommittee,
APSCO started to put her concerted efforts on
promoting space law and
policy.
Since the year 2010, APSCO has organized
three Space Law Workshops together with the United
Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs in Iran,
Thailand and China in 2010, 2011 and 2014
respectively. In the workshop at Iran, the role of
international space law in the development and
strengthening of international and regional cooperation
in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space was
discussed. The Workshop in Thailand discoursed on
the activities of States in outer space in the light of new
developments
focusing
on
the
international
responsibilities of States and establishing national legal
and policy frameworks. The last workshop on Space
Law was jointly organized by the United Nations
Office for Outer Space Affairs, China and APSCO in
Beijing on 17-20 November 2014. The main topic of
the Workshop was “The Role of National Space
Legislation in Strengthening the Rule of Law”.
Approximately 100 experts from China, the United
States of America, France, Germany, Italy, Canada,
Australia and 22 other countries all over the world who
hold positions at international, regional and national
institutions, the United Nations system, governmental
institutions, research and academic institutions,
intergovernmental or non-governmental organizations,
and industries participated in this Workshop to discuss
various topics on space law and policy.
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The agenda of the Workshop was structured in
closely interrelated sessions. The first discussion was
on the developments in space law and policy which
was followed by reviewing of the legal aspects of
commercial space activities. As the main topic of the
Workshop proposed, the national space regulatory
frameworks of space-faring countries were studied
deeply which we believe it was benefited by many
experts from the countries who are under development
of their national regulatory frameworks of space law.
It was also focused on the mechanisms for regional and
international cooperation in space activities.
The role of APSCO, ESA, as well as other
mechanisms like ICG and ISEF were presented.
The Workshop also assessed the regulatory
and institutional aspects on the use of space-derived
data and information in the view of the important role
played by space science and applications on Earth
observation and GNSS.
The need and importance of national and
international capacity-building efforts on space law and
policy was also argued in the Workshop. It was
reiterated that capacity-building, training and education
in space law were of supreme importance to develop
the practical aspects of space science and technology
and also to enhance knowledge of the legal
frameworks.
The importance of bringing space
communities as well as academics and professionals
together to enhance the dialogue both at academic and
practical levels was emphasized.
Mr. Chairman, considering the various
statements in the Legal Subcommittee meetings and
United Nations Workshops on the value and
importance of international cooperation on developing
national regulatory frameworks on space law and
policy-making, as well as the need for capacitybuilding, APSCO has started many initiatives to serve
for this auspicious goal.
Along with the Space Law Workshops that
APSCO has jointly organized with the United Nations
Office for Outer Space Affairs for three times, APSCO
has been organizing APSCO the Space Law and Policy
Forum since 2012 and organized two forums in 2012
and 2013 which are the remaining years that APSCO
did not organize the United Nations Workshop on
Space Law and Policy.
The topics of the first Forum in 2012 were:
the status and development of national space law and
policy related to the United Nations treaties and

principles on Outer Space; the legal issues and the
possible solutions related to
the regional cooperative space activities; and the
consideration and suggestions on the establishment of
the Asia-Pacific Research Centre for Space Law and
Policy.
The topics discussed in the second Forum in
2013 were: national space legislation and mechanisms
for regional space cooperation; international/regional
cooperation on space law and policy; and
recommendations on the establishment of the APSCO
Research Centre for Space Law and Policy.
This year, in September 2015, in Beijing
China, APSCO is going to organize its third Space Law
and Policy Forum in a joint organization with the
Beijing Institute of Technology, School of Law. The
Forum is intended to be held for three days where
issues related with global space law development,
promoting collaboration on space law and capacitybuilding, as well as topics that are under interest of the
Legal Subcommittee will be discussed. I would like to
invite all the delegates of this session to participate in
our APSCO Space Law and Policy Forum to join and
make their due contribution that we can benefit from.
Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, as it
can be seen from the topics dealt with in the APSCO
Space Law and Policy Forums, APSCO paid a deep
interest and attention on the regional cooperation on
space law and policy considering the repetitive
emphasis on this issue from the United Nations Office
for Outer Space Affairs and the space law community.
In this regard, APSCO has been searching for the ways
and means of establishing an Asia-Pacific Space Law
and Policy Research Centre under the APSCO
umbrella.
At the third Space Law and Policy Forum that
will be organized this year, a deeper discussion on the
substantial recommendations of the establishment of an
APSCO Research Centre for Space Law & Policy will
be made. It is also aimed to form a working group
among the experts of the member States of APSCO in
2015 to work on the feasibility study of establishing
such a research centre in the light of the discussions
and recommendations of the previous APSCO Space
Law Forums and the last one that will be organized
within this year. I would like to express that we also
welcome any concrete recommendations from the
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs and
members of the space law community in this regard.
Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates,
organization of short-term training courses for the
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benefit of APSCO member States is a regular feature
of our activities. Last year ,APSCO organized four
short training courses including regular training,
project training and online training. A two-year
Master’s Programme is a routine matter, but since the
last two years, APSCO is offering Masters
Programmes in three different areas relating to space
applications. A three-year Doctoral Programme has
also taken roots since starting two years ago. Besides,
APSCO has commissioned an Education and Training
Centre/Network based on the tele-education concept in
all of its member States for frequent exchange of
information and knowledge among member States.
Likewise, a large number of education and
training activities have been approved by the APSCO
Council which will be undertaken in the forthcoming
years. In 2015, APSCO will organize a short training
course on space law
considering the fact that most of the member States of
APSCO are having a lack of experts on space law and
policy. APSCO is intending to create some awareness
and experience for the member States on space law and
ignite the collaboration on space law and policy
between the countries in the Asia-Pacific Region.
Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, seeing
the activities APSCO is pursuing for disaster risk
reduction and the socio-economic development of the
Asia-Pacific region by harnessing space technology
tools, as well as efforts on cooperation and capacitybuilding on space law and policy, more and more
countries of the Asia-Pacific region in particular and
the world in general are showing interest to become
members, associate members or observers of APSCO.
We as APSCO welcome all nations of the world to
cooperate with us for exploring and exploiting the
peaceful uses of outer space.
Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
representative from APSCO for his statement.
Next on my list is the distinguished
representative of INTERSPUTNIK, Ms. Elina
Morozova.
Ms.
E.
MOROZOVA
(International
Organization
of
Space
Communications):
Distinguished Mr. Chairman, I appreciate your giving
me the opportunity to take the floor and let me start by
wishing the fifty-fourth session of the Legal
Subcommittee to be a great success.

Distinguished delegates, it is my pleasure
today to report on the activities of the
INTERSPUTNIK International Organization of Space
Communications, an intergovernmental satellite
organization founded in 1971, uniting 26 member
States, which represent virtually all geographic regions
from Cuba to Viet Nam and from Germany to Somalia.
Cooperation with member countries
INTERSPUTNIK’s mission is to contribute to
the consolidation and expansion of economic,
scientific, technological and cultural relations between
its member States using satellite telecommunications
and to render assistance in designing, procuring and
operating national satellite systems of its member
countries.
In this field, INTERSPUTNIK continues to
constructively cooperate with those member States that
have recently joined or are just planning to join the
space club. We arrange skills upgrading programmes
for specialists from the member States. Last year,
INTERSPUTNIK
trained
staff
members
of
Kazakhstan’s Republican Space Communications
Centre. This year, we are providing consultation
support and professional advice to specialists from the
Belarusian national operator of the first Belarusian
satellite, BELINTERSAT-1, scheduled for launch later
this year.
Owing to its intergovernmental status and a
parallel satellite operator status, INTERSPUTNIK
successfully promotes space segment capacity of new
or upcoming national satellites. We have signed
agreements and are expanding a partnership with
Azerbaijan’s
national
satellite
operator
of
AZERSPACE satellite system and Kazakhstan’s
national satellite operator of KAZSAT satellite system.
It has been agreed in principle that
INTERSPUTNIK will help UKRCOSMOS distribute
the space segment capacity that exceeds governmental
needs of the future national Ukrainian satellite
LYBED. Considering that Turkmenistan is planning to
launch its first national satellite quite soon, we would
be prepared to assist in handling matters related to its
operation.
INTERSPUTNIK has always been engaged in
international activities, which are, in the first place,
aimed at deepening and developing cooperation with
other international, regional and national organizations
in the field of space communications and space law,
including the United Nations Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its Subcommittees,
the International Telecommunication Union and its
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Radiocommunication Sector, the International Institute
of
Space
Law,
the
Asia-Pacific
Satellite
Communications
Council,
the
Regional
Commonwealth in the Field of Communications, and
others.
Also, an Agreement on Cooperation is in
place between INTERSPUTNIK and the International
Mobile Satellite Organization.
Later this year,
INTERSPUTNIK will sign a similar agreement with
the International Telecommunications Satellite
Organization.
It is my greatest pleasure and honour to
inform the Legal Subcommittee that in October
INTERSPUTNIK will
join the International Astronautical Federation.
Taking the opportunity. I avail myself to
renew the assurances of INTERSPUTNIK’s
preparedness for in-depth cooperation with states and
international organizations in the field of space
communications and space law.
Distinguished Mr. Chairman, distinguished
delegates, I thank you for your attention and I hope you
will enjoy the following speakers.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
representative of INTERSPUTNIK for her statement.
Are there any other delegations wishing to
speak on agenda item 4, Information on the Activities
of International Intergovernmental and NonGovernmental Organizations Relating to Space Law?
I see none.
Chile would like to take the floor. You have
the floor Sir.
Mr. R. GONZÁLEZ ANINAT (Chile)
(interpretation from Spanish): Thank you very much
Chairman. Unlike what happened to the delegate from
Mexico, I have the pleasure once again to see you,
perfectly clearly from where I am sitting, and that gives
me great intellectual stimulus.
I would like to touch on something is very
general but it seems to me important from the point of
view of Chile and its delegation. Chile is a country
which historically has promoted regional space
cooperation, as can be seen in the Space Conference of
the Americas, which goes back many years, and the
most recent meeting, the Petrouka(?) Agreement, an
event held in Mexico which was led to a successful

conclusion and that gives us great pleasure. And I
think this has been referred to by others before. So this
is very important to us, to the Chilean Government,
and people know the issue of regional cooperation is a
key point. And in this vein, we think about the synergy
between science and technology and law and becomes
more and more important when we think about the
slowly establishing laws relating to space activity.
This is borne out by a number of statements
made by this delegation in the past and so we are
heavily committed to these types of situations. And we
think that one of the clearest examples is climate
change throughout the world and without empirical
evidence, we cannot change anything. The other
aspect is that we have a sad record in my country. It is
the leader when it comes to the number of earthquakes
and I can tell you from my own experience, I hope that
you will never be there when such takes place. I can
tell you, OK, if you go to Chile, I cannot promise there
will be no earthquake when you come. I will do my
best to keep the ground calm but obviously we need
empirical evidence and we need diplomacy, like
scientific diplomacy, as some people call it, and this is
part of international cooperation and it takes on a great
relevance and it takes on the kind of obligation, as the
General Assembly refers the progressive advancement
of the peoples and we are aware of this in Chile and we
have made this very clear in the distinctive resolutions
of the General Assembly, thanks to the work conducted
so well by the delegation of Chile here in Vienna, some
of whom are present and so work was done most
successfully to consolidate the work expressed in the
resolutions of the General Assembly.
And Niklas Hedman managed to be involved
in this. He included one particular paragraph recently,
I think, about ________(not clear). We are very
pleased on that. We think it is very important that we
have such a reference framework.
Finally, let me refer to the statement from
APSCO, even though we are not a member of that. We
were pleasantly surprised by that presentation and the
presentations from other delegates and, of course, all
we would like in general terms without speaking
specifically about that, is to continue promoting and
strengthening regional cooperation but on legal bases
which must relate to two things, relations between
technologies, space technology and the Millennium
Goals, which are covered in UNISPACE-III+5, there is
a paragraph on this in UNISPACE-III, and also related
to the fact that any kind of legal or practical action we
take must have a context, a framework, a conceptual
and legal framework which allows us to make up for
the existing lacunae in an area which is very

COPUOS
Page 22
symmetrical. It is asymmetrical where some have
technology and others have the aspirations and we
want to act in a preventative way. This means, for
example, we have to take care. We want to preserve
natural resources and these types of things. So in this
might attribute to the Office for Outer Space Affairs
which has always given us great assistance and also
thanks to the delegation of Chile in Vienna which, I
think, is splendidly represented here.
I also thank you Chairman because it its thank
to your stimulus and your effort, in particular, that we
have managed so far to achieve so much.

organizations in this field, the strengthening of the
security of the space context. GRULAC maintains that
an adequate legal regime will mean that the benefits of
research and space activities have ramifications for the
quality of life of the individual guaranteeing conditions
of equality, prosperity and wellbeing for future and
present generations.
In our work in this Subcommittee, we must
recall that space law has its origin point in this
multilateral forum and that its contents has been laid
down in five United Nations conventions which have
been progressively accepted by the international
community.

Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate from Chile also of reminding me of the good
times we had already in the 1990s in this meeting
room. So thank you very much for that. Indeed, thank
you very much.
Are there any other delegations wishing to
speak under this item? If not, we will continue our
deliberations under this agenda item this afternoon.
Status and application of the five United Nations
treaties on outer space (agenda item 5)
And we now turn to agenda item 5, Status and
Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space.
The first speaker on my list is, by chance, the
distinguished representative from Chile but this time
we have the pleasure of hearing Ms. Teresita Alvarez, I
think. You have the floor.
Ms. T. ALVAREZ (Chile) (interpretation
from Spanish): Thank you very much Chairman. Yes,
this statement is on behalf of the Group of States of
Latin America and the Caribbean as regards the
situation and application of the five United Nations
treaties on outer space.
GRULAC considers necessary to highlight
that regulation of activities of exploration and use of
outer space should be based in the principles of
international law, customary law, and international
treaties.
GRULAC is convinced that the sources of
international law which regulate the peaceful use of
outer space constitute that the regulatory framework
which governs the participation and liability of States,
as well as of governmental and non-governmental

For this reason, Chairman, as we are pleased
at the increasing rise in the number of States Parties
who reaffirm their adherence, we, in ourselves, to
make an appeal to the member States which have not
yet done so to ratify these instruments. Similarly, we
encourage their updating in the light of technological
progress and in the light of reality of the world today.
The Convention on the Registration of
Objects Launched into Outer Space takes on particular
relevance today, given that we find an ample number
of space objects in and out of service which could
threaten the development of new space activities,
principally prejudicial to countries which lack greater
technologies in prevention and detection.
This
international instrument imposes on States which
launch objects into space the obligation to inform the
Secretary-General of the United Nations when and
where they have launched space objects, what were
there general functions and details about their orbits.
What is more, States are liable for conveying
information about the objects which have ceased to be
in orbit, compliance with the treaty by States is of
particular importance at the moment.
In this vein, GRULAC repeats the need to
review and update the five treaties on outer space,
bearing in mind that different developments in space
science and space activities are not regulated by the
existing international legal instruments.
Thank you very much Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate from Chile speaking on behalf of GRULAC.
Next on my list is the distinguished
representative of Korea, Ambassador Song. You have
the floor.
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Mr. Y.-W. SONG (Republic of Korea):
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The United Nations treaties
on outer space as the indispensable legal basis that has
facilitated the increasing scale and diversity of space
activities and strengthened international cooperation in
the peaceful uses of outer space. Therefore, we
welcome further adherence to the treaties and urge
those States that have not yet become Parties to the
treaties to consider doing so.
This delegation would also like to join others
in welcoming the fortieth anniversary of the
Convention of Registration of Objects Launched into
Outer Space, which has contributed to enhancing the
transparency and safety of outer space activities by
States Parties to the Convention.
Mr. Chairman, given the importance we attach
to the peaceful uses of outer space, it is vital that we
review, update and strengthen the United Nations
treaties on outer space with a view to achieving three
objectives. First to find and appropriately supplement
any legal lacuna in the current international space law
regime. Second, to invigorate the guiding principles
that undergird the space activities of States. Third, to
strengthen international cooperation and facilitate the
exchange of space technology and expertise for the
benefit of all people.
My delegation is of the view that the process
of reviewing and updating the treaties should not
undermine the fundamental principles underlying the
existing legal regime, but should enrich and further
develop those principles. In this respect, we expect the
Subcommittee to play a pivotal role in the further
development of the international legal regime
governing the activities of States in the exploration and
use of outer space. In this regard, the Subcommittee
should take into due account the increased participation
by the private sector and the rapid pace of
developments in the field of outer space activities.
Mr. Chairman, taking this opportunity, my
delegation would like to draw your attention to
problems relating to the United Nations Office for
Outer Space Affairs’ policy and practice involving the
registration of space objects and the circulation of
notifications
thereof
under
the
Registration
Convention.
We note with regret that the Secretariat of the
COPUOS recently
circulated
the document
ST/SG/SER.EIINF/31 dated 11 March 2015 to
announce that the DPRK has established a national
registry of objects launched into outer space. This
announcement followed circulation of the document

ST/SG/SER.E/662 dated 12 January 2013 concerning
the registration of the DPRK’s Kwangmyongsong 32”launched on 12 December 2012.
In light of these notifications, my delegation
feels compelled to express serious concern because the
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs is
unintentionally being instrumentalized to help the
DPRK shield and legitimize its illegal and prohibited
launching activities by acknowledging and circulating
under the imprimatur of the United Nations
notifications of registration of a space object and
establishment of a registry on the basis of a United
Nations treaty. The circulation of the document
ST/SG/SER.E/662 can be misconstrued as the
Secretariat legitimizing the DPRK’s attempt to disguise
the launch and circumvent the United Nations Security
Council resolutions. The DPRK’s launch of the socalled Kwangmyongsong 3-2 is the result of an illegal
act prohibited by the relevant United Nations Security
Council resolutions.
As we well know, the DPRK …

(Typist: The rest of the meeting is missing from the
recordings)

