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The meeting was called to order at 10.09 a.m.
The
CHAIRMAN
Good
morning
distinguished delegates. I now declare open the 841st
meeting of the Legal Subcommittee of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.
This morning, we will continue our
consideration of agenda item 4, General Exchange of
Views. We will begin our consideration of agenda
items 5, Status and Application of the Five United
Nations Treaties on Outer Space, and 6, Information on
the Activities of International Intergovernmental
Organizations and Non-Governmental Organizations
Relating to Space Law.
There will be one technical presentation this
morning by a representative of the European Space
Agency, alongside the European Centre for Space Law,
and that presentation is entitled “Presentation of the
Website of the European Centre for Space Law”.
I would also like to remind delegations to
provide the Secretariat with any additional requests for
technical presentations by today, close of business.
I also remind delegations that speaking notes
for technical presentations should be provided to
facilitate simultaneous interpretation.
General exchange of views (agenda item 4)
Moving on now to our substantive work, with
respect to agenda item 4 on the General Exchange of
Views.
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue our consideration of this item.
The first speaker on my list is the distinguished
delegate of the Republic of Korea. Korea has the floor.
Mr. S. BAHK (Republic of Korea): Thank
you Mr. Chairman. On behalf of the delegation of the
Republic of Korea, I would like to extend my

congratulations to you on your assumption of the
chairmanship of this current session. I am confident
that your able leadership will lead us to the very
productive deliberations on the important agenda items
before us.
The Republic of Korea has a set up legal
framework on its national space activities in
accordance with the United Nations Conventions on
Outer Space, to which is a State Party, namely the
Space Development Promotion Act of 2005, including
its Korean end role, and the Space Liability Act of
2007.
My country established a five-year long Basic
Plan for the space development, starting from 2007, in
conformity with the Space Development Promotion
Act of 2005. The Basic Plan covers many areas on
space development in Korea, including policy,
financial and human resources, infrastructure
expansion, satellite information and international
cooperation and others.
Following the completion of the first Basic
Plan, my Government adopted a second Basic Plan
earlier this year.
The Republic of Korea continues to strengthen
international cooperation on space activities too. The
Korea Aerospace Research Institute, which is call
KARI, will enter into a partnership with the
Netherlands Space Office later this month by signing a
Memorandum of Understanding to this effect. The
MoU will help both countries regarding our neutral
experiences and know-how to promote the bilateral
cooperation in space activities.
KARI has held the International Space
Training Programme since 2010. With this annual
training programme, KARI has already shared its
experience and expertise with participants from
11 countries from Asia and Europe in 2010, and
16 countries in 2011.
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The two-week long third training programme
is scheduled to take place in Dae Jon in May this year.
The programme offers training courses not on satellite
systems including hands-on training on ground system
operation, but also on space law and policy.
We hope that this programme will help the
participating countries in utilizing space technology to
promote the quality of life of their people in their
respective countries.

behalf of the Indonesian delegation, allow me to
congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on your election as
the Chairman of the Legal Subcommittee for the period
of 2012 to 2013. Let me assure you of our utmost
support for your chairmanship in assuring a fruitful and
productive outcome of this meeting.
My warm congratulations also go to the
elected members of the United Nations COPUOS for
2012 to 2013.

We have also continued our efforts to provide
humanitarian assistance for countries in need by
supplying our satellite data. KARI, for example,
contributed to damage analysis of disaster zones by
providing the International Charter on Space and Major
Disasters with satellite footage of epicentres, captured
by the Korea Multi-Purpose Satellite Programme,
called KOMSAT-2, seven times last year, the
earthquakes and tsunami in Japan, the hurricane in the
United States, floods in Nigeria and Algeria(?),
earthquakes and landslides in India and an oil spill in
New Zealand, were the very instances in case.

Let me also convey my heartfelt appreciation
to the previous Chairman, Mr. Ahmed Talebzadeh of
Iran for his leadership during the Legal Subcommittee
for the period 2010 to 2011. It has been our great
privilege to see his dedication in concerning the fairest
meetings of this Subcommittee during his
chairmanship.

Earlier this month, the Protocol to the
Convention on International Interests in Mobile
Equipment on Matters Specific to Space Assets was
adopted in Berlin, Germany. Since its first session in
2003, the Committee of Governmental Experts for the
preparation of a draft Protocol on Space Assets, has
convened its meetings five times. We commend these
efforts over the last decade and are convinced that this
Protocol has established a sound legal framework at the
international level in order to promote commercial
space activities, particularly those concerning
commercial space financing.

Mr. Chairman, on this occasion, we are pleased
to inform that from 3-5 June 2011, Indonesia, in
cooperation with the International Institute of Space
Law, successfully held the 2011 Manfred Lachs Space
Law Moot Court Competition and the International
Conference on Space Law. Our sincere thanks go all
countries representatives who participated in the two
events. Indonesia and encourages relevant international
organizations to cooperate with the member States to
fully develop and promote the programme in order to
bring students interest and change their skill and
knowledge of space law and its implementation and
particularly of dispute settlement mechanisms.

In closing, I would like to assure you,
Mr. Chairman, that my delegation will fully support
your efforts to make tangible progress in our common
endeavours during the current session.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of the Republic of Korea for his
statement.
The next speaker on my list is the
distinguished representative of Indonesia. You have the
floor Sir.
Mr. SUPRAPTO (Indonesia) Excellencies,
distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen. It is an
honour for me and my delegation to join this fifty-first
session of the Legal Subcommittee of COPUOS. On

I would like to extend our similar appreciation
to the Director of the Office for Outer Space Affairs,
Dr. Mazlan Othman, and her committed staff for their
excellent preparation made for this meeting.

Mr. Chairman, we would like to reiterate our
firm support for this discussion of this agenda item on
the definition and delimitation of outer space. The
definition and delimitation of outer space are the
foundation for ensuring the implementation of outer
space law and at space law.
The main concerning the States complete and
sovereignty of its air space, vis-a-vis, the legal status of
outer space as the province of all mankind and the
scope of these two different legal regimes need to be
clarified so as to reduce the possibility of disputes
amongst them. In this connection, Indonesia would like
to encourage delegations to exert legal effort to reach
consensus on this very important matter and for a
possible new approach.
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We believe that such incentives(?) is strongly
needed to ensure that the rapid development and use of
space technology will be carried out in line with the
international principles and rules for the peaceful use
of outer space.

session. Her support and contribution at the regional
and international level for the promotion of space law
can but be appreciated and encouraged and our
delegation would like to give her our support enabling
us to contribute to the success of our work.

On this issue of the safety framework for
nuclear power sources in outer space, Indonesia is of
the view that full implementation of this framework is
essential to ensure the safety of the use of such
technology in space activities.

Chairman, the delegation of Morocco would
like to place particular emphasis on the importance that
we attach to the work of the Legal Subcommittee
which is the source authority for present outer space
law and this law, of which the content is very rich,
requires certain improvements which will enable us to
better promote the peaceful uses of outer space, i.e.,
access to space for the peaceful applications of all
States, especially developing and poor States,
protection of the environment as well as of space
resources and the establishment of regulations for rapid
access and indiscriminatory access to space data and
resources.

In this regard, we request the United Nations
Office for Outer Space Affairs to provide a
comprehensive report on the implementation of this
framework.
Mr. Chairman, concerning the development of
our national outer space legislation, the Government of
Indonesia has drafted a Bill to submit it to the National
Parliament for further consideration. The Bill has taken
into account the relevant information made available
during the discussion of the Working Group on
National Regulation Relevant to the Peaceful
Exploration and Use of Outer Space. This measure,
Mr. Chairman, is part of our commitment to strengthen
the recreation of space activities.
Finally, Mr. Chairman, allow me to conclude
my statement by reaffirming Indonesia’s commitment
to actively and constructively work with you and all
members to achieving the success of this meeting.

These principles can contribute to the
improvement of economic policies and social policies
of a State and they can also contribute to the improving
international cooperation for the States involved as
well as mankind as a whole. And it is for this reason
that it is necessary to take into due account the
concerns of countries encountering difficulties,
especially African countries, enabling them to cope
with the challenges which arise, which cover all the
aspects of economic and social development including
poverty, hunger, natural disaster management, so that
the international outer space law should acquire a
universal character.

Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Indonesia for his statement.
The next speaker on my list
distinguished representative of Morocco.

is

the

Mr.
S.
TAMSAMANI
(Morocco
interpretation from French): Thank you Chairman.
Chairman, the delegation of Morocco would like to
congratulate you upon your election to the Chair of this
Subcommittee. Your competence in the field of space
law and your knowledge in this field will indubitably
contribute significantly to the success of this
Subcommittee.
Morocco would also like to address our sincere
thanks to Mr. Ahmed Talebzadeh for the work done.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank
Ms. Mazlan Othman as well as her co-workers for the
work that she has accomplished to prepare the present

The observance of the five treaties on outer
space requires that the States, whatever their degree of
development, should be able to properly perceive and
understand the scope of their obligations as per these
treaties and should have the proper human institutional
capabilities to implement these obligations and the
developing countries need training which would allow
them to fulfil their obligations and to get more
involved in the use of space techniques.
The programmes of the Office for Outer Space
Affairs focusing on the promotion of these treaties in
developing countries should indeed properly stress the
assistance that it can afford States so that they can
properly integrate legal principles in their national
legislations and this is one of the fundamental aspects
of international cooperation in this field.
Indeed, this should take place at all levels and
with all the players concerned covering all of the
scientific, technical and legal fields. International
cooperation is the only thing that can properly ensure

COPUOS
Page 4
equitable access to outer space for all countries and
allow them to draw benefit from space applications.
Chairman, the Royal Centre for Remote
Sensing is the national institution which is in charge of
space activities in Morocco and continues its activities
to promote enhanced awareness of the importance of
these activities at the regional level, organizing
regional and international seminars in various outer
space fields, including a law promoting and integrating
outer space law education, its universities and regional
centres, and indeed, they take upon themselves the
organization of introductory courses in outer space law
for French-speaking African students enrolled in the
national and regional Rabat Centre since 2006 to 2007.
In 2011, upon the invitation of the Office for
Outer Space Affairs, the Royal Centre for Remote
Sensing participated in the Fourth African Leadership
Conference on Space Science and Technology for
Sustainable Development, organized in Mombasa,
Kenya, from 26 to 29 September 2011. During this
Workshop, which was focused on the theme of outer
space law, it was noted that the participants, basically
from African countries, were very interested in the
experience and activities of the Royal Centre for
Remote Sensing and the CRESTLF in conducting
courses in outer space law for French-speaking Africa
as well as various workshops on outer space law
organized in collaboration with our partner in the
ECSL field.
Indeed, various relevant points in the field of
access to space techniques and training in this field
were stressed and this showed that the African
countries, indeed, do not have enough training,
information, capabilities and possibilities in outer
space law training and this is why we stress that the
globalization of outer space law education throughout
African regions should, indeed, make more resources
available to potential users.
Strengthening capability in outer space law in
Africa can only be done by involving students,
university circles and direct users of space techniques
and the latter, indeed, should benefit from material and
financial means enabling them to participate in the
various events in outer space law organized by
specialized institutions ECSL, IISL, IAC, etc.

and equitable use of this orbit by all States, the Legal
Subcommittee should continue to examine all aspects
related to this item. This orbit is a limited natural
resource which is close to saturation. Its operation
should be rationalized and made accessible to all
countries, whatever the technical means that they may
have available to them and this, under circumstance
and conditions which are fair, especially given due
consideration to the needs and interests of the
developing countries. This should allay any legal
confusion which could provoke conflicts among States.
As for item 11 of the agenda, national
mechanisms having to do with space debris mitigation,
we would like to support the retention of this item on
the agenda of our Legal Subcommittee. We believe
that, given the fact that there is more and more space
debris and that they have an impact on all space
activities, we consider this necessary to establish
measures which are adequate to mitigate the
consequences of this phenomenon.
We are happy to note the application by some
States of Guidelines on Space Debris Mitigation from
the Office for Outer Space Affairs, adopted by the
General Assembly in its resolution 62/2017 and would
encourage other States, especially emerging States
involved in space technology, to do the same and to
better protect the space environment and to improve
the security of space activities. Indeed, these
Guidelines should evolve in order to produce a new
component in the legal mechanism available in order to
properly regulate the problem of space debris.
Indeed, our delegation counts on your efforts
to establish an efficient and successful strategy to
promote the education of outer space law in Africa and
this can only take place in close collaboration with the
various specialized organizations in this field.
On the other specific questions arising, our
delegation will refer to them when we get to the
various items of the agenda item as they come up
within our Legal Subcommittee.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
delegate of Morocco for his very detailed statement.

We are very happy to note that Africa
participated in the Manfred Lachs Competition 2012.

The next speaker on my
distinguished representative of Brazil.

list

is

the

As concerns item 7 of the agenda, the
definition and delimitation and use of the geostationary
satellite orbit, we consider that to guarantee rational

Mr. J. C. ZELNER GONÇALVES (Brazil)
Thank you Mr. Chairman. It gives us great pleasure
that my delegation congratulates you on your election

COPUOS
Page 5
to the Legal Subcommittee of COPUOS. Your deep
knowledge and experience in this area will certainly be
of great value to our debates. I am confident that under
your guidance and leadership, this meeting will be a
successful one. You can count on the full support and
cooperation of this delegation during your term.
I would also like to express my recognition to
Mr. Ahmed Talebzadeh from Iran, the Subcommittee’s
former Chairman, who guided the Subcommittee’s
work for the last two years.
And through Dr. Mazlan Othman, Director of
the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, I
would like to express my appreciation to all of the
officers and staff members for the great effort
undertaken for this meeting.
Finally, may I also congratulate Dr. Othman
for her efforts to engage COPUOS at Rio Plus 20
discussions and for her proposal concerning full access
to satellite data relating to sustainable development.
Brazil believes that space science and technology and
their applications can greatly contribute to the
objectives of Rio Plus 20. Space-derived geospatial
data provides essential inputs for decision-making in
areas such as agriculture, climate change, deforestation
assessment, disaster management, drought relief,
energy and land management. The use of space
technologies is essential to establish successful
sustainable development policies in greener economies.
Therefore, Brazil supports an open and free data
distribution policy and has adopted one for all its Earth
observation satellites. Brazil is prepared to work
closely with other countries in order to engage Rio
Plus 20 in its debates and to ensure the success of that
Conference.
Mr. Chairman, Brazil endorses the statement
made by the distinguished representative of Ecuador on
behalf of GRULAC States. Brazil is fully committed to
the principles contained in the United Nations treaties
on outer space, celebrated between 1967 and 1979.
These activities must always be carried out peacefully
and cooperatively on a basis of equality and in
accordance with international law for the benefit of all
mankind.
Brazil attaches importance to the work of this
Committee. Its contributions to space law have helped
established treaties and principles. All treaties and
declarations recognized today on space activities were
discussed, elaborated and approved by this Legal
Subcommittee. In the last years, activities have become
increasingly complex as the relevance of commercial
activities led by non-State actors has been on the rise.

These represent new challenges for space law.
Therefore, my delegation is convinced that this Legal
Subcommittee’s role must be strengthened in order to
meet these new challenges in the regulation of space
activities multilaterally. It is essential to discuss these
pressing issues today in order to ensure legal certainty
tomorrow. More than ever, the international
community must harness the preventive capacity of the
law. In Brazil’s view, one of the most important legal
issues to be discussed in space law are space security
and the long-term sustainability of space activities,
ways and means to keep outer space activities
exclusively peaceful, the mitigation of space debris,
management of space traffic and the definition and
delimitation of outer space.
Mr. Chairman, Brazil is extremely concerned
with the possibility of an arms race in outer space. My
delegation welcomes all measures of transparency and
confidence-building as important first steps to avoid
future hostilities in outer space. Compliance and
improvement of the existing space law are the only
means to ensure peace, transparency and predictability
in outer space activities. Brazil considers it of the
utmost importance that the outer space be maintained
exclusively for peaceful activities. Brazil welcomes the
document prepared by the Secretariat which contains
updated information on activities being carried out on
the Moon and other celestial bodies. My delegation
also welcomes the questionnaire on this subject
prepared by Mr. Jean-François Mayence, President of
the Working Group on the Status and Application of
the Five United Nations Treaties on Outer Space. It is
Brazil’s firm belief that the Moon Agreement should
be discussed in all its aspects so that it can be
adequately clarified and understood. Brazil is prepared
to contribute in the debates of the Working Group.
Brazil also welcomes the documents
containing the revised draft report of the conclusion of
the Working Group on National Legislations, led by
Ms. Irmgard Marboe. In this regard, my delegation has
the pleasure to announce that concerning the 1976
Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into
Outer Space, Brazil has created a National Registry of
Space Objects through an administrative edict of the
Brazilian Space Agency. A copy of the relevant
document will be provided for the Working Group.
Brazil is hopeful that the Working Group will finish its
report this year.
Mr. Chairman, the definition and delimitation
of outer space are of the utmost importance, especially
in view of the growing technological progress and
increased participation in the private sector in space
activities. The difference between air law and space
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law is fundamental. In total air space is regulated by
national air law, subject to its States sovereignty. Outer
space, on the other hand, is regulated by the national
space law and it is not subject to any sovereignty.
Therefore, the finding and delimiting outer space is
essential to eliminate uncertainties as to which legal
framework is applied making it possible to assign
responsibilities and controversies involving space
objects. Hereupon, Brazil is fully committed to the
discussions on the Working Group on Matters Relating
to the Definition and Delimitation of Outer Space, led
by Professor José Monserrat Filho from the Brazilian
Space Agency. It is you and me today.
My delegation supports the Principles Relevant
to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space,
approved by the General Assembly in 1992. Although
using nuclear sources may be necessary sometimes,
they must be used with extreme caution in order to
maintain the safety of mankind, the planet Earth and
the equipment orbit it.
Therefore, nuclear power sources should be
used exclusively as a last resource and preferably at
great distances from our planet. It is our belief that the
afore-mentioned Principles would benefit from an
update based on the Safety Framework for Nuclear
Power Source Applications in Outer Space, adopted by
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and
endorsed by the Commission on Safety Standards of
the International Atomic Energy Agency.

constitutes, in our view, a great opportunity for the
Brazilian Space Programme which is entirely
conceived for the peaceful and sustainable uses of
outer space.
It is also with enthusiasm that this delegation
reports the start of negotiations with Japan concerning
the use of space technologies to study and hopefully
predict and reduce damages caused by natural
disasters.
Brazil also welcomes the growing interest of
sister South American countries for the facilities at the
Alcantara Space Base. The recent visit of a high-level
delegation of Argentina to that site indicated that the
possibilities for bilateral cooperation continue to grow.
Brazil pledges to work closely with Argentina
and other countries at the United Nations Workshop on
Space Law, to be held at Mar del Plata in the current
year.
Mr. Chairman, to conclude, I reiterate the
importance that Brazil attaches to the Legal
Subcommittee as much as to the work of the COPUOS
as a whole. My delegation will continue to participate
in all meetings and working groups and looks forward
to engaging in fruitful discussions with all wishing to
contribute to enhance international rules regulating
outer space and its multiple uses.
Thank you for your attention.

The proliferation of space debris is an issue of
great concern for Brazil. My delegation endorses the
Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines adopted in 2007.
Although the increase in the number of space activities
is, indeed, important and the number of actors involved
therein is a very positive development, the risk of
collisions increases as a result of such events. These
threaten the safety and the long-term sustainability of
such activities, although some technical aspects of such
activities have been discussed in the Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee and national legislations on
this subject have started to be implemented by some
countries, it is Brazil’s belief that this remains basically
a multilateral issue and it should be examined very
thoroughly in the Legal Subcommittee. It is important
that the Guidelines be revised by this Subcommittee
and that new instruments with greater juridical strength
be created, taking into account possible additional costs
to space programmes of developing countries.
Mr. Chairman, I am glad to inform you that the
new Minister for Science Technology and Innovation
in Brazil, Mr. Marco Antonio Raupp, is the former
President of the Brazilian Space Agency. This

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Brazil for his statement which
touches on every aspect of the agenda before the
Subcommittee at this session.
The next speaker on my list is the
distinguished representative of Ecuador. You have the
floor Sir.
Mr. D. STACEY (Ecuador interpretation
from Spanish): Thank you Mr. Chairman. As it is my
first speech, my delegation would like to express its
satisfaction on your position to the chairmanship of this
Subcommittee. We are sure that the current session of
the Subcommittee will be very successful and will
conclude with a substantial contribution and concrete
achievements of the international community,
particularly those developing countries will achieve
their aspiration of becoming more involved, more
effectively, in the benefits of the peaceful use of outer
space through an adequate legal regime.
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If I may, on the other hand, I would like to
offer our particular recognition to the members of the
Office and we would like to particularly thank Dr.
Mazlan Othman for the great report she has presented.
It reflects the firm commitment of the Office for Outer
Space Affairs.
Our thanks also go to the Secretariat for the
excellent work in preparing the current session.
Mr. Chairman, my delegation would like to
reiterate its vocation of principles and its defence of the
legal equality of all States enshrined in the Magna
Carta of the United Nations. Ecuador considers that
this right is one of the few means that the developing
countries possess, and for this reason, we support the
establishment of an international space law which duly
meets the absolute needs of those countries who have
still not achieved their aim of benefiting from the full
use of space technology for peaceful purposes.
Concerns such as those mentioned, induce
Ecuador to join as a full member of COPUOS and it
did so 40 years ago with the aim of helping to create an
international legal framework which would be
appropriate to consider the legitimate needs and
interests of developing countries in a fair framework.
Ecuador is a developing country. These considerations
drive it and have done since the 1970s because,
alongside other countries with similar characteristics,
we want to contribute to the history and international
space law with various legal topics such as relapses to
the geostationary orbit, in fair terms, for developing
countries and according to their geographical position.
My delegation considers it relevant to point out
this background to draw the international community’s
attention to the position of Ecuador so that it should be
duly understood and lead to profound reflection of
why, for my country, the topic of the geostationary
orbit is a topic of national interest enshrined in its
political constitution.
It is worth recalling that the Principles of the
1967 Treaty point out that activities in space should be
carried out for the benefit of all States, whatever should
be the level of development, and establishes principles
in the area of non-appropriation, international
cooperation, access to scientific data, noncontamination, international responsibility, among
others.
Nevertheless, since the 1950s when the human
being started to carry out space activities, all indicators
seem to suggest that there is no intention for humanity
to be a direct and single beneficiary from the research

and exploration of outer space because these activities
are carried out, in many cases, by private individuals
and companies on behalf of a State or group of States
and the benefits are not translated to the common
interest. It is worth stressing for these technological
advances have not been translated always into
improvements or into prosperity for the developing
countries. Against this backdrop, it is desirable to find
adequate mechanisms allowing a balance between the
interests of States which explore space and the benefits
that this exploration should generate for humanity.
Among others, it is necessary to have a legal
regime which ensures fair access to the resources of
outer space since some activities in space in practice
have an appropriation effect and the ethical dimension
is left to one side.
Mr. Chairman, international law for space
unfortunately does not move at the same speed as
science and technology. Nevertheless, it is a dynamic
right which should keep pace with it, to introduce
measures of equity and treatment which allow it to be
applied for the benefit also of those countries who do
not have the same degree of development. With this in
mind, this interaction between legislation and facts
means that, for Ecuador, there is an imperious need for
equity. There should be a humanistic orientation
recalling the fundamental principles considering space
as a common good. This reality should not be reduce to
a mere announcement of the duty to be but it should be
concrete facts and, thus, it should acquire adequate
relevance, particularly in this time when we are
entering into an era of commercialization of space and
which should not, under any concept, deviate from this
humanistic principle of equity.
Mr. Chairman, my delegation has observed this
and it leads us to a reflection that the Working Group
on the Definition and Delimitation of Outer Space is
essential. It needs to continue its work on analysis.
At the right time, my county favoured a single
legal regime for the flight of a space object and
considered it timely to mention that there is a serious
legal vacuum both in space law and aerospace law
caused by the lack of delimitation in space and air
space. Because of this, Ecuador encourages
continuance at the review of this sub-topic. For this
reason, in line with these principles, my country
supports the maintenance and analysis of the topic of
the definition and delimitation of outer space and
applaud the States who have sent their responses to the
questionnaire on possible legal issues related to
aerospace objects. In fact, my country at the right time
did respond to the questionnaire on possible legal
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issues around aerospace objects and favoured a single
legal regime for the flight of a space object and
considered it timely to mention that there is a legal
vacuum, both in space law and aerospace law, caused
by the lack of delimitation of air space.
For this reason, Ecuador encourages the
Subcommittee to continue reviewing the sub-topic
related to the definition and delimitation of outer space.
My delegation considers that the combination
of these responses, as well as the analytical summary
which was carried out by the Secretariat of the Office,
are of great use and will allow us to have a technical,
legal base for further analysis and appropriate analysis
of this topic of particular relevance for Ecuador.
At the same time, we hope that the work of the
Working Group on this cross-cutting issue will reach
conclusions which benefit all.
Mr. Chairman, Ecuador, inspired by the
commitment of the principle of international
cooperation as a governing framework of this forum,
has assumed with serious determination the
responsibility to implement the Fourth Space
Conference of the Americas with the firm aim of
working jointly with States, international bodies and
non-governmental bodies in the quest for the common
good to the effective and useful of outer space.
Now my country is also committed to continue
cooperating with Mexico in the realization of the
activities of the Sixth Space Conference of the
Americas.
Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Ecuador for his statement.
The next speaker on my list is the
distinguished representative of Nigeria. You have the
floor.
Mr. S. O. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) Thank
you Mr. Chairman. On behalf of the Nigerian
delegation, I wish to congratulate you on assuming the
chairmanship of this important Legal Subcommittee of
COPUOS for the period of 2012 to 2013.
I also wish to thank the Director of the Office
for Outer Space Affairs, Ms. Mazlan Othman, and her
committed staff for the management of the affairs of
the Office.

Mr. Chairman, we share with entirety the
views expressed by the distinguished Ambassador of
Kenya on behalf of the African Group. We reiterate the
importance for the Nigerian Government of a strong
and active Legal Subcommittee in their providing
guidance of the Committee on Outer Space.
Touching upon some of the issues we have
before us this year, according to our agenda, Nigeria
commends the effort of the various Working Groups of
the Subcommittee. Furthermore, in August 2010, the
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria appended
his signature of an Act establishing the National Space
Research and Development Agency, NASDA. The Act
in partner to plan, develop and promote the use of
space science and technology for social economic
development of Nigeria’s citizens.
The Act is, therefore, intended to encourage
capacity-building in space science and technology
development and management, develop satellite
technology for various applications and enhance the
development and entrenchment of research.
Among other salient provisions, by virtue of
this Act, there is established for the Agency, a National
Space Council which, under the recommendation of the
Agency, decides(?) the part of grant licensing to any
person or corporate body of space-related activities in
Nigeria.
The Act also makes provision for the
maintenance of a Register of Space Objects by the
Agency.
Mr. Chairman, Nigeria has ratified four of the
five United Nations treaties on outer space and the
Government is currently taking all necessary steps to
present the ratified treaties to the National Assembly
where implementation as part of our national laws.
Mr. Chairman, I thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Nigeria for your statement.
The next speaker on my list is the
distinguished representative of Italy. You have the
floor.
Ms. A. PASTORELLI (Italy) Thank you very
much Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, I join with the
previous speakers in congratulating you on your
election. The Italian delegation is sure that under your
wise leadership, this session will reach fruitful results.
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My delegation would also like to extend its
gratitude to the Director of the Office for Outer Space
Affairs, Dr. Othman, and her staff for their hard work
in organizing this meeting.
Mr. Chairman, Italy has always supported the
action of the Legal Subcommittee aimed at
strengthening the existing treaties and principles by
committing the States Parties to comply to make
progress towards adherence to them, to fully
implement them also through national legislation and
to promote the universality of the United nations
treaties. The involvement of new space-faring
countries worldwide in outer space activities and the
widening of outer space applications required to seek
for universal adherence to the United Nations treaties
in order to preserve, advance and guarantee the
exploration and peaceful uses of outer space.
In this respect, we would like to express our
particular appreciation for the fruitful discussions
during the fiftieth session of the Legal Subcommittee
within the Working Group on the Status and
Application of the five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space, the Working Group on the Definition and
Delimitation of Outer Space, and within the Working
Group on National Legislation Relevant to the Peaceful
Exploration and Use of Outer Space. We are confident
that, under the valuable guidance of their respective
Chairs, Mr. Mayence from Belgium, Mr. Monserrat
Filho from Brazil, and Ms. Marboe from Austria, the
Working Groups will finally produce useful results
during the present session.
We believe that the Legal Subcommittee
should also be actively involved in the development of
new guidelines to ensure the safety, security and
predictability of outer space activities with the aim of
limiting or minimizing harmful interferences in outer
space. It is, indeed, necessary to respond to the
growing concern of the international community on
preventing outer space from becoming an area of
conflict.
Among the initiatives, which could usefully
complement international space law, Italy fully
supports the Principles contained in the draft
International Code of Conduct of Outer Space
Activities and we express our particular appreciation
for the increasing number of countries ensuring their
support to the Code.
We welcome the proposal to have the most
appropriate convening of the First Expert Meeting in
order to discuss this initiative multilaterally.

Italy would like to reiterate also its support to
the work carried out within the Working Group for
Long-Term Sustainability in Outer Space of the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee. I would like
here to mention in particular the Expert Group on
Regulatory Regimes and Guidelines, Expert Group D,
co-chaired by Australia and Italy. We are convinced
that the work of the Expert Group D, namely
examination of current practices, operating procedures,
national regulatory frameworks, principles, technical
standards and associated policies, and development of
best practice guidelines, would produce considerable
results to be taken into account also by the
Subcommittee. In this regard, we reckon the possibility
of a more structured relationship between the Legal
Subcommittee and its Working Groups and the Expert
Group D of the Working Group on LTSSA, in order to
allow the latter to benefit of the outcome of the debates
taken current place within this body.
Mr. Chairman, allow me please to mention the
particular commitment of Italy in the negotiations
process concerning the UNIDROIT draft Protocol on
International Interests in Mobile Equipment on Matters
Specific to Space Assets.
At its fiftieth session in 2011, the Legal
Subcommittee expressed its satisfaction under progress
in the preparation of the draft Protocol on Space Assets
and agreed that this item should remain on the agenda.
Since the last session of the Legal Subcommittee, the
process of completion of the draft Protocol on Space
Assets has been successfully completed in February
2011 at the Fifth Governmental Expert Committee
Meeting held in Rome. The draft Protocol has been
finally adopted in the Diplomatic Conference convened
in Berlin between 27 February and 9 March. Italy
considers this achievement as an important step
towards the establishment of an option(?) international
regime that could facilitate asset-based satellite
financing.
Mr. Chairman, turning now to capacitybuilding, we congratulate the Office for Outer Space
Affairs for its efforts in organizing workshops and
events that contribute to broaden the knowledge and
awareness of the legal aspects of space activities.
We appreciate that the Fourth African
Leadership Conference on Space Science and
Technology for Sustainable Development, which was
held in Mombasa, Kenya, from 26-28 September 2011
and its theme was “Building a Shared Vision for Space
in Africa” and dedicated that session to the main legal
issues ranging from space activities, such as the United
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Nations space treaties, space debris and liability for
damages.
The Conference was attended by over 160
participants and adopted the Mombasa Declaration on
Space in Africa’s Development, which was presented
later in October to the afterwards Space Congress in
Cape Town.
We also attach particular value to the
commitment of the United Nations Office for Outer
Space Affairs in building a database of all education
opportunities in the field of space law and in keeping
the Director regularly updated.
Let me also congratulate the International
Institute for Space Law and the European Centre for
Space Law for the excellent Symposium held the first
day of this session. The subject chosen this year,
namely “Transfer of Ownership of Space Objects:
Issues of Responsibility, Liability and Registration” is
particularly important for member States considering
the continuous increase in the number of space-faring
nations and taking into account the access of new
different actors to the space business.
Concerning the legal developments at national
level, I wish to inform you that the Italian Space
Agency approved the Regulation on the National
Registry for Objects Launched into Outer Space, as
provided by the 1975 Convention on Registration. This
Regulation will also deal with some specialized issues,
such as the transfer of ownership of space objects and
authorize(?) space activities to third parties.
After the completion of the relevant
administrative procedures, the Italian Space Agency
will set up and keep the custody of the Registers
provided for by the applicable legislation.
To conclude, Mr. Chairman, Italy is fully
convinced that the Legal Subcommittee has to continue
focusing more effectively on the important aim of
promoting international space law application and
development. In this regard, appreciating the work
carried on last year by all delegations, both in the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and in the
Legal Subcommittee sessions, my delegation would
like to appeal to all member States of COPUOS for
further efforts during the present session in improving
the organizational aspects in order to achieve more
efficient and cost-effective work of the Legal
Subcommittee.
My delegation would be ready to work and to
join consensus, as already done in the past, for adding

new items in the agenda. In particular, we would be
willing to reiterate our support to the item proposed
last year by the Czech Republic on the legal aspects of
the Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines.
However, if no consensus will be achieved on
any new items, taking into account the present time of
financial constraints, we would like to encourage this
Subcommittee to focus its attention on possible ways
of increasing savings in the work of this session so that
the Subcommittee, also by shortening the session of the
Legal Subcommittee. This will not diminish the
importance of the Subcommittee. On the contrary, it
will make its work more effective.
Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Italy for her statement, noting the
calls for us to work towards perhaps addressing new
agenda items on the work of the Subcommittee, as well
as stressing the relationship with our sister
Subcommittee, the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee of COPUOS.
The next speaker on my
distinguished representative of Canada.

list

is

the

Mr. C. SCHMEICHEL (Canada) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. The Canadian delegation would like to
congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the
Legal Subcommittee. Under your able chairmanship,
the Legal Subcommittee should have a very successful
session this year.
Mr. Chairman, in order to continue reaping the
benefits that outer space has to offer, it is essential for
all States to adhere to the existing international legal
framework governing outer space activities and to
encourage implementation of the guidelines designed
to improve that conduct in outer space.
Canada reiterates its strong support for the core
United Nations conventions on outer space and
welcomes further initiatives aimed at strengthening
them.
Canada also supports efforts to build a more
secure and accessible space environment. In that
respect, Canada considers the European Union-led
International Code of Conduct as a first step towards
this goal. The Code is useful as a pledge of responsible
behaviour by space-faring nations. Canada encourages
all States to consider subscribing to this International
Code of Conduct.
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Mr. Chairman, Canada enthusiastically
welcomed at the adoption of the Terms of Reference of
the Working Group on the Long-Term Sustainability of
Outer Space Activities at the fifty-fourth session of the
full Committee in June 2011 and was pleased with the
initial meetings of its Expert Groups at the forty-ninth
session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee.
This ambitious initiative seeks to address some of the
most challenging issues facing mankind’s use and
exploration of outer space. Canada trusts that all States
will wend their full support to this worthwhile effort.
Of particular relevance to this Subcommittee is
the work of Expert Group D of the Working Group.
This Expert Group, which deals with regulatory
regimes and guidance for actors in the space arena, can
surely benefit from the results produced over the years
from the Legal Subcommittee. The Canadian
delegation encourages the co-Chairs of Expert Group
D and the Office for Outer Space Affairs to liaise
closely for the purpose of taking advantage of such
resources.
Mr. Chairman, in closing, it is the hope of the
Canadian delegation that deliberations at this year’s
session will be efficient and productive. To best
accomplish this goal, the Canadian delegation favours
placing the focus of our discussions on practical legal
issues that confront space exploration today.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Canada for his statement.
The next speaker on my list is the
distinguished representative of Kenya. You have the
floor Madam.

Mr. Chairman, my delegation associates itself
with the statement delivered on behalf of the African
Group.
I wish to report that Kenya is at an advanced
stage in making the National Space Secretariat which is
the precursor to the Kenyan Space Agency fully
operational. All efforts are now focused at the
establishment of the Space Agency.
I wish to take this opportunity to welcome
member States to collaborate with us as we move
towards the establishment of the Agency. We will also
continue to seek technical advice from the Office for
Outer Space Affairs in all of these endeavours.
Mr. Chairman, Kenya continues to make
interventions in the global space arena by supporting
measures taken by the international community aimed
at ensuring the exclusive use of outer space for
peaceful purposes. Such measures have included
involvement in bilateral agreements and collaborations
with other governments in the field of space science.
Mr. Chairman, I wish to take this opportunity
to inform this session that the Fourth African
Leadership Conference on Space Science and
Technology for Sustainable Development in Africa,
held in Mombasa, Kenya, from 26 to 28 September
2011, under the theme “Building a Shared Vision of
Space in Africa”, was a success.
Mr. Chairman, it has been very gratifying
listening to other delegations make reference to that
Conference. In this regard, my delegation wishes to
thank all member States, other partners in the space
arena and the Steering Committee of ALC for their
active participation and support that led to the
successful deliberations of the Conference.

Ms. N. KIRUI (Kenya) Mr. Chairman, let me
start by congratulating you on your election as the
Chairman of the Legal Subcommittee for the period
20-12-2013. My delegation assures you of our full
support during your tenure of office.

We wish to also thank the Office for Outer
Space Affairs for their support and especially for the
session on space law during the Conference.

I also wish to appreciate Mr. Ahmed
Talebzadeh, the outgoing Chairman, for his able
leadership.

My delegation would also wish to congratulate
the Republic of South Africa for successfully hosting
for the first time in Africa the Sixty-Second
International Astronautical Conference in Cape Town,
South Africa, from 5 to 7 October 2011.

I also register our appreciation to the Director
of the Office for Outer Space Affairs, Dr. Othman, and
her committed staff for their dedication in
documentation and planning required for organizing
the convention of this meeting.

Once again, Mr. Chairman, we would like to
convey our full support to the work of this Legal
Subcommittee.
Thank you very much.
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The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Kenya for her statement.
Are there any other speakers or delegates who
would like to make interventions on this item 4,
General Exchange of Views, at this time?

continues to go from strength to strength in terms of
the proportion of the world’s aircraft, finance and
transactions recorded thereon, the long work on
preparation of the Protocol to the Cape Town
Convention on Matters Specific to Space Assets has
finally been crowned with success with the adoption in
Berlin on 7 March 2012 of the Protocol.

I see none.
So we will proceed to the next speaker from
the International Institute for the Unification of Private
Law, UNIDROIT. You have the floor.
Mr. M. STANFORD (International Institute
for the Unification of Private Law) I thank you
Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, Madam Director,
distinguished representatives, distinguished observers,
good morning. The International Institute for the
Unification of Private Law greatly appreciates the
invitation which it has received from the United
Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs to report to the
fifty-first session of the Legal Subcommittee of the
United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space on the developments that have taken place
since the last session of the Legal Subcommittee
concerning the draft Protocol to the Convention on
International Interests in Mobile Equipment on Matters
Specific to Space Assets.
In the first place, it wishes the Legal
Subcommittee every success in its deliberations on this
occasion.
UNIDROIT is pleased to be able to report
excellent progress in respect of the draft Protocol over
the past 12 months.
While the Convention on International
Interests in Mobile Equipment and the Protocol thereto
on Matters Specific to Aircraft Equipment, continue
relentlessly to attract new Contracting Parties. The
Convention now has 51 Contracting Parties and the
Aircraft Protocol 44 Contracting Parties. And while the
International Registry for Aircraft Objects goes from
strength to strength in terms of the proportion of the
world’s commercial aircraft financing transaction
recorded in that Registry, currently the recent figures I
have for the Registry are 313,000 registrations have
been made at the dates at the end of last year, against
125,000 aircraft objects, that is to say, air frames,
aircraft engines and helicopters. That since has sent
into operation on 1 March 2006.
So, as I say, while the Convention and the
Protocol of Aircraft Objects continue to attract support
of the International Registry on Aircraft Objects

On 8 March 2012, five resolutions were
adopted by the Diplomatic Conference, hosted by the
Government of Germany. One of these resolutions,
Mr. Chairman, encourages all Contracting States and
international, national and private financing institutions
to assist developing Contracting States by providing
them with reasonable discounts or rebates on exposure
rates or similar charges levied by such financing
institutions.
The Protocol was open to signature at the
closing ceremony of the Conference on 9 March. Three
States, Burkina Faso, Saudi Arabia and Zimbabwe
signed the Protocol on that occasion. Twenty-five
States and one regional economic integration
organization signed the Final Act. Forty States
participated in the Conference, 34 of which presented
credentials in due and proper form. The Conference
was also attended by one regional economic integration
organization, four intergovernmental organizations,
five international non-governmental organizations, and
a certain number of technical advisors as well as a
number of special invitees of the Government of
Germany and the Managing Director of the Aircraft
Registry. All together, the Conference was attended by
186 participants.
The President of the Conference was
Mr. Herbert Kronke of Germany. The Vice-Presidents
of the Conference were Mr. Harold Burman of the
United States of America, Mr. Michele _____(?)
Montagne of France, Mr. Igor Manilov of the Russian
Federation, the Reverend Mstofile(?) of South Africa
and Mr. Tan Wen Hong of the People’s Republic of
China.
The Chairman of the Commission of the
Whole was Mr. Sergio Marchisio of Italy, the Deputy
Chairman of the Commission of the Whole was
Mr. Vladimir Kopal of the Czech Republic. Sir Roy
Good of the United Kingdom acted as Reporter. The
Chairman of the Final Clauses Committee was
Mrs. Nehru Chada(?) of India. The Chairman of the
Credential Committee was Mr. Eric Zun Hana(?) of
Burkina Faso. The Chairman of the Drafting
Committee was Mr. Michel Dejean of Canada. The
Secretary-General of UNIDROIT acted as SecretaryGeneral of the Conference and the Maker of the
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Statement had the honour to serve as Executive
Secretary to the Conference.
That the Conference was able to conclude on
such a positive note was in large measure due to the
extraordinary commitment and generosity of the host
State, Germany. The co-heads of the delegation of
Germany, Mr. Gerd Schmidt-Hammer(?) and Mr. Hans
Gilsbothak(?), as well as Mr. Ben Hodge-Schmidt Ted
of the German Space Agency made several
contributions to the success of the Conference.
The major general problem that the Conference
had to deal with was the continuing insistence by
certain sectors of the space industry that the draft
Protocol was not needed and it would create an
unnecessary layer of supra-national law and that it was
raise, rather than lower, the cost of commercial space
financing, principally by reason of the complexity of
the text.
Four States advanced this argument claiming
that the draft Protocol was not right for finalization.
However, once the vast majority of delegations
represented at the Conference had made clear that
conviction that the draft Protocol was to be expected to
benefit in general to developing and emerging markets
and, in particular, to assist smaller operators and startup companies and to broaden access to the commercial
space market. All delegations worked constructively
together towards the production of the best possible
text.
It has to be noted the delegations that did not
share the negative perception of the draft Protocol
expressed by the four States that supported the claims
of certain sectors of the space industry included not
only delegations represented by the developing and
emerging markets but also delegations of two
important Western space-faring nations, namely
Germany and Italy. Germany, in particular, noted that
the reports it had received from its own industry were
at variance with the claims made by those claiming to
be speaking for the entirety of the world’s space
industry. And the People’s Republic of China indicated
that its space industry was completely behind the Space
Protocol.
In addition to this general problem, three
special problems had to be resolved at the Conference.
The first of these concerned the issue of physicallylinked components. This was an issue that had dogged
the Intergovernmental Negotiations right up until the
Conference. The principle opponents on this issue,
however, came to the Conference with a joint proposal
which met with unanimous approval.

The second problem that failed to be resolved
by the Conference was that of limitations on remedies.
Quite late in the day one government put forward a
proposal for amending the provision of the draft
Protocol under which Contracting States were
permitted, through the launching of a Declaration, to
restrict or attach conditions to the exercise of the
default remedies where such exercise would involve or
require the transfer of controlled goods, technology
data or services or would involve the transfer or
assignment of a licence or the granting of a new
licence.
Intensive negotiations during the Conference,
Mr. Chairman, produced a re-drafting of the provision
in question, as a result of which it is now made clear
the Protocol first does not affect the exercise by
Contracting States of their authority to issue licences,
approvals, permits or authorizations for the launch or
operation of space assets or the provision of any
service through the use or with the support of space
assets.
And secondly, that the Protocol is not to be
read as requiring Contracting States to recognize or
enforce an international interest in a space asset where
such recognition or enforcement would conflict with its
laws or regulations concerning the export of controlled
goods, technology, data and services or national
security.
The third special problem that had to be faced
in Berlin was the issue of limitations on remedies in
respect of public service. This, Mr. Chairman, was an
issue that had dogged the Intergovernmental
Negotiations again right up until the Conference. And
again, the principle opponents on this issue came to the
Conference with a joint proposal which again met with
unanimous approval.
The key elements of this compromise concerns
the issue as to the amount of time that could elapse
between the date when the creditor indicates its
intention to exercise its default remedies in respect of a
space asset which is the subject of a public service
notice in the International Registry for Space Assets
and the date when that creditor would in actual fact be
able to exercise those remedies.
On the one hand, some governments felt that to
extend this period of time beyond three months would
have the effect of limiting the availability of credit. On
the other, a significant number of States, particularly
those hailing from the developing and emerging
worlds, indicated that three months would simply not
be long enough for the putting in place the
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arrangements necessary for the maintenance of the
public service in question.
Ultimately the decision was taken to make the
time period in question subject to a Declaration that
each Contracting State would have to make, upon
ratification, each State would thus be able to specify
the time period that it prefers. With this period,
however, and neither exceeding six months from the
time that of the creditor’s indication of its intention to
exercise its remedies, nor being less than three months
from that same date.
Turning now, Mr. Chairman, to the way ahead
for the Protocol. It is worth noting there were some
governments who sought to delay the entry into force
of the Protocol by proposing that at least
20 ratifications or accessions be required. This point of
view was not shared by the vast majority of delegations
participating in the Conference. It was, in particular,
noted that the highest threshold to date for the entry
into force of an international private law instrument
was the 10 ratifications or accessions provided for
under the 1980 United Nations Convention on
Contracts for the International Sale of Goods. It was,
therefore, ultimately accepted that the number of
ratifications or accessions needed to trigger the entry
into force of the new Protocol should be 10.
In common with the Protocol to the
Convention on International Interests on Mobile
Equipment and Matters Specific to Railway Rolling
Stock, the Rail Protocol, it was the view of the
Conference that an additional requirement should be
laid down for the entry into force of the new Protocol,
namely a certification by the Supervisory Authority of
the International Registry for Space Assets, that the
future Registry was, in fact, fully operational at that
time.
On the question of the organization best fitted
to act as Supervisory Authority of the future
International Registry for Space Assets, the observer
representing the International Telecommunication
Union at the Conference indicated the interest of the
Secretary-General of the ITU for that Organization to
consider becoming Supervisory Authority. He
indicated though that this interest was subject to the
matter being considered by the Governing Bodies of
the ITU and without prejudice to the decision to be
taken by those Governing Bodies. He indicated also
that the ITU Governing Bodies would be looking at
this matter in the light of the outcome of the
Conference and, in particular, the financial, legal and
technical implications of that decision.

Accordingly, by resolution 2, the Conference
decided to invite the Governing Bodies of the ITU to
consider the matter of it becoming Supervisory
Authority upon or after the entry into force of the
Protocol and to take the necessary action as
appropriate.
All the more so, given the consequence and
certainty regarding the identity of the body that would
be assuming the functions of Supervisory Authority of
the
International
Registry,
the
Conference,
Mr. Chairman, took the view that it is necessary to
establish, pending the entry into force of the Protocol, a
Preparatory Commission to act with full authority as
provisional Supervisory Authority of the future
International Registry. And this is what the Conference
decided under resolution 1.
Given the uncertainty regarding the identity of
the future Supervisory Authority, it was felt that the
technical and financial implications of this decision
was such as to make it necessary that the operations of
a Preparatory Commission be placed under the direct
control of States. It was, therefore, decided that the
Preparatory Commission should operate under the
guidance of the UNIDROIT General Assembly.
In line with the proportion of Negotiating
States, fixed by the Cape Town Diplomatic Conference
for participation in the Preparatory Commission
responsible for the establishment of the International
Registry for Aircraft Objects, the Conference also
decided in resolution 2 that the Preparatory
Commission for the establishment of the International
Registry for Space Assets should be composed of
experts nominated by one third of the Negotiating
States in Berlin. It will be for the Secretariat in
consultation with the President of the Conference to
make the appropriate choice as regards the composition
of the Preparatory Commission, notably bearing in
mind the desirability of ensuring appropriate
geographic representation.
ITU, the International Civil Aviation
Organization, the Intergovernmental Organization for
International Carriage by Rail, and representatives of
the space industry and other interested parties are to be
invited to participate in the work of the Preparatory
Commission as observers.
In the event of the Governing Bodies of the
ITU deciding that the latter should not become
Supervisory Authority, the Conference decided that it
would be for the General Assembly of UNIDROIT to
appoint another international organization or entity to
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serve as Supervisory Authority upon or after the entry
into force of the Protocol.

satellites, and finally, taking into due consideration the
defence and security interests of States in outer space.

Where a proven usefulness with the official
commentaries on the Convention, the Aircraft Protocol
and the Rail Protocol, Sir Roy Good, the author of
those commentaries, was invited by the Conference to
prepare an official commentary on the Protocol and
Sir Roy accepted this invitation.

Thus, our delegation attaches particular
importance to the work of the Outer Space Committee
and of its Legal Subcommittee. France hopes that the
major treaties of the United Nations of 1967, 1968,
1972 and 1975, indeed, will be universally and strictly
applied.

With the Protocol now adopted, Mr. Chairman,
UNIDROIT will be looking to take the steps necessary
to promote the early entry into force of the Protocol, in
particular, among the emerging and developing States
that stand most to benefit from it.

And I would in particular like to recall the
importance attached to my country to the registration
of outer space objects and express the hope that there
would be universal and effective implementation by as
many States as possible of the Convention dated
14 January 1975 on that subject. It, indeed, seems of
essential importance to us that at a time when there is
more and more space actors, especially private players,
involved, that space objects be effectively placed under
the control and jurisdiction of the appropriate
launching States.

In conclusion, let me say, Mr. Chairman, that
UNIDROIT reiterates how greatly it values the input
United Nations COPUOS member States have made in
the development of the Protocol and looks forward to
continuing to work closely with them in the process of
securing its early implementation.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN Thank you distinguished
representative of UNIDROIT for your very
comprehensive and detailed statement.
The next speaker on my list is the
distinguished representative of France. You have the
floor.
Ms. F. MANGIN (France interpretation from
French) Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, distinguished
delegates, dear friends, at the outset, Chairman, I
would like to congratulate you upon your election and
to express our full satisfaction to see you at the head of
this session. You can count on the active and full
support of the French delegation to contribute to our
discussion in the constructive spirit which is
consensus-orientated.
I would also like to thank the Director,
Ms. Mazlan Othman, as well as all the team from the
Office for Outer Space Affairs, for the quality of the
preparatory work for this session of COPUOS.
France is attached to the universalization and
the improvement of the implementation of the rules
determined by space conventions pursuant to the
observance of the three major principles which must
regulate space activities. Firstly, the freedom of access
to space for peaceful purposes. Secondly, the
preservation of the security and integrity of the orbiting

We are also particularly attached to the
principle of launch and sustainability of space activities
and support the initiatives relating to that. It is for this
reason that we especially are satisfied that the work of
the Working Group on this topic, which comprises four
expert sub-groups, one of them on regulatory aspects,
have been launched. Without this long-term
sustainability, and given especially the major risks due
to the proliferation of space debris, it is the security of
outer space activities, the satellite integrity and the
safety of the ISS and all the men and women who are
on board it, which can be cast into question at any
time. In other words, it is the very use of space which
is threatened without this long-term sustainability
component.
So it is aiming at free but responsible use of
outer space that France supports the national initiatives
of States aimed at the development of legislation and
regulations regulating space activities and operations.
France, as you know, has endowed itself with
specific legislation in this respect pursuant to the major
United Nations international treaties on outer space
pursuant to which any launching or operation or
control of an orbiting satellite performed by a French
operator or from its national territory, must be given
prior authorization by the French Government and this,
after technical input, coming from the National Outer
Space Study Centre, the CNES. This mechanism is in
full consistency with the Principle enshrined in Article
6 of the Outer Space Treaty of 27 January 1967,
according to which any national outer space activity
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must be authorized and continuously monitored by the
appropriate State.
These concern space operators, thus, must
implement a whole series of imperative technical rules
which are based on the best internationally recognized
practices. This technical regulation, which is stipulated
in the instrument dated 31 March 2011, is aimed at
protecting outer space, in particular by implementing
specific technical requirements related to the mitigation
of space debris and this consistent with international
standards, and here, I am thinking in particular of the
Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines, as approved in
2007 by the United Nations General Assembly in its
resolution A/Res/62/217 and as per the Rules in Iso
Standard 224/113.
This law has gone into force a year and a half
ago now and France since then has drawn very positive
results from this implementation. The key files(?)
presented allow the French Government to make sure
that the national space operations are safe and properly
protected for persons and assets on the ground as well
as for the terrestrial and spatial environment.
Proper entry into force of the law relating to
spatial law and space operations was of crucial
importance given to major events taking place in 2011
and beginning of 2012, and here I am referring to the
effective opening of the Guyana Space Centre to the
operations of the Soyuz Russian Launcher and the
European Launcher, VEGA. Three launches have taken
place, two by Soyuz and one VEGA launch, and these
have taken place perfectly smoothly and the French
Government would like to express its satisfaction in
this regard and once again thanks its Russian and
European partners for the excellent cooperation which
allowed this success.
France would also like to express its support
for another initiative, which is distinct but
complementary, and that is the project of the European
Union for an International Outer Space Activities
Security Code which aims to promote the security of
space activities through voluntary confidence and
transparency measures and this for space activities, be
they civilian or military.
And I would like to take this opportunity to
thank our German partners, both the UNIDROIT
Organization, for the quality of work which resulted in
the Berlin Conference in the past two weeks, which
enabled the conclusion of the Protocol on specific
issues relating to space assets. In this context, a text
was adopted in Berlin on a basis of consensus and we
are satisfied with that, and given this, it seems wise to

us, given the agenda of our session and in order to
improve the effectiveness of our work, that item 5 of
the agenda be deleted for the next Legal Subcommittee
in 2013.
Chairman, on this point of the organization of
our work, the French delegation once again this year,
and with the partners sharing our views, would like to
propose a new initiative to allow for the modification
of the duration of the very sessions and to allow for the
streamlining and rationalization of the organization of
our debates. Our aim is to respond to the challenges of
the ever-heavier agenda to try to enable optimal
allocation of resources devoted to COPUOS. This
request for the rationalization and streamlining of the
number of sessions of the Legal Subcommittee could,
first and foremost, be of benefit to the June meeting
coming up. There the work will henceforth require
very close monitoring of the initial results from the
Working Group on Long-Term Sustainability of Space
Activities, that I referred to earlier on. This proposal is
to optimize the organization of our work and, of
course, it would not in any way rule out possible
subsequent extension of the duration of sessions if such
were to prove necessary.
And finally, on methodology, our delegation
considers that the simultaneous opening of several
items of the agenda throughout the two weeks of the
Committee’s work is something which is counterproductive to the proper consideration of our
discussions and this is a habit that we believe should be
changed in order to strengthen the credibility of the
Subcommittee.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of France for her statement.
I now give the floor to the distinguished
representative of the Ibero-American Institute on
Aeronautic and Space Law and Commercial Aviation.
Ms. V. CONTIN-WILLIAMS (International
Law Association) Thank you Mr. Chairman. May I add
the name of the International Law Association and my
own to the warm wishes expressed yesterday and this
morning at this fifty-first session.
In my capacity, as Chair of the Space Law
Committee of the International Law Association, I
shall be referring briefly to requests for observer status
to COPUOS, in this case, Conference Room Paper
No. 7.
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As Chair of the Space Law Committee of the
ILA, which is permanent observer to COPUOS since
the early 1990s, it is my great pleasure to introduce and
to support the presentation to COPUOS by one of the
ILA’s sister institutions on the regional front, namely
the Ibero-America Institute of Air and Space Law, as
you, yourself, in fact, Mr. Chairman, were announcing
at the outset of this fifty-first session.
The Institute of Reference, a consultative
member of the United Nations and ECOSOC, is
applying for observer status in COPUOS, with a view
to enhancing and with a view to strengthening its
length and cooperation with the United Nations in the
field of space law, an area in which it has shown
dedication and noteworthy results since its creation
almost 50 years ago.
I need not expand, Mr. Chairman, on the
contributions of the Ibero-American Institute to the
study and progressive development of the law of outer
space. This is clearly reflected in the presentation to the
Office for Outer Space Affairs made by its President,
His Excellency Xavier(?) Aparicio(?) from Madrid,
Spain.
May I simply add that as a member of the
Board of Directors of the Ibero-American Institute and
a long-standing member of this institution, I have
experienced the quality of the work and importance of
its role in the development of space law and its
teaching, not only in Spain but also in a considerable
number of Spanish-speaking and Portuguese-speaking
countries in Latin America and others around the
world.
The last meeting on a regional front was last
year, last October, in Asuncion, Paraguay, which
brought together Spanish representatives and Latin
American representatives and for one full day
addressed the issue of space technologies such as the
service of telecommunications, Earth observation and
related matters.
Mr. Chairman, for these reasons, I am
honoured to support the Ibero-American Institute in its
application for observer status to COPUOS.
Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN Thank you distinguished
representative of the International Law Association on
the Ibero-American Institute on Aeronautics and Space
Law.

Are there any other speakers on the general
exchange of views at this time?
I see none.
I recognize the Czech Republic. You have the
floor.
Mr. V. KOPAL (Czech Republic) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, I would only like to
make a brief comment on the excellent report that was
made during this meeting by the Deputy SecretaryGeneral of UNIDROIT on the Conference that was
recently held in Berlin on the adoption of the Space
Protocol to the 2001 Convention on Mobile Equipment
in South Africa.
I believe that this was a major achievement for
the development of international space law because it
was a first international treaty in the field of private
international law and our concern is not only to
develop and fulfil the public international instruments
but also to develop a space law in the field of private
international law. This was the results of long efforts
dedicated to this topic by the Institute for Unification
of Private Law and indeed it resulted an international
instrument after 10 years of negotiations in the
specialized body that was established for it, particularly
of the Committee of Intergovernmental Experts that
held prior to this final Conference five sessions.
We are very grateful to the Government of the
Federal Republic of Germany which organized an
excellent Conference and we are very happy that this
Conference was constructive and led to the final aim, it
means to the adoption of the International Protocol to
the Cape Town Convention.
Notwithstanding the fact that there were some
doubts and protests against this project from a part of
the industrial bank and insurance circles and bodies. It
was, after all, constructive negotiations even from the
part of those States which supported the views of those
banking and industrial and insurance circles.
I had the pleasure to participate in this Berlin
Conference on behalf of my country and modestly to
contribute to the work of the Commission of the Whole
which had on its shoulders the major part of these
negotiations and I would particularly emphasize the
very active and positive role of the Chairman of this
Commission, Professor Marchisio of Italy, to whom
the participants of this Conference did very much for
the results of this Conference.
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I would also like to appreciate the role of the
officers of UNIDROIT, of the Secretary-General and
the Deputy Secretary-General of UNIDROIT which,
indeed, delivered much devotion and dedication to this
particular work.
I do not intend to continue in assessment of the
problems that were after all resolved during this
Conference because it was done in an excellent way by
the Deputy Secretary-General and the Executive
Secretary of the Conference, Mr. Martin Stanford, who
indeed delivered a lot of efforts and a lot of work to the
positive(?) result of this instrument.
That is all what I wanted to say and I believe
that the text of the statement made by the distinguished
representative of UNIDROIT should be, as always,
distributed in writing to this session of our Legal
Subcommittee.
Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN Thank you distinguished
representative of the Czech Republic for reminding us
and highlighting this significant milestone that we
achieved in the adoption of this Space Protocol.
Are there any other speakers wishing to take
the floor on the general exchange of views at this time?
I see none.
We will, therefore, continue our consideration
of agenda item 4, General Exchange of Views, this
afternoon.
Status and application of the five United Nations
treaties on outer space (agenda item 5)
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
begin our consideration of agenda item 5, Status and
Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space.
I would like to remind delegates that this item
will also be considered by the Working Group on Item
5. The Working Group will meet during next week
under the chairmanship of Jean-François Mayence of
Belgium.
With respect to this agenda item, the first
speaker on my list is the distinguished delegate of the
United States. You have the floor.
Mr. B. ISRAEL (United States of America)
Thank you Mr. Chairman for this opportunity to

provide the views of the United States on this agenda
item.
The four core treaties governing the use of
outer space, the Outer Space Treaty, the Agreement on
the Rescue and Return of Astronauts, the Liability
Convention and the Registration Convention, has
served the States Parties well over many decades. The
United States is honoured to serve as one of the
Depositaries for three of these treaties, the Outer Space
Treaty, the Rescue and Return Agreement, and the
Liability Convention.
I have consulted with the State Department’s
Treaty Office regarding actions taken in Washington
with respect to these treaties and can report that since
the Legal Subcommittee’s last meeting in March 2011,
the Republic of South Africa deposited an instrument
of ratification of the Liability Convention on
19 January 2012, and just last week, the State of Qatar
deposited instruments of accession to the Outer Space
Treaty and the Rescue and Return Agreement on
13 March 2012.
We would welcome any further information
from other Depositaries on any relevant treaty action
since the Subcommittee’s last meeting.
We would also welcome further adherence to
these treaties and hope that those States and eligible
international organizations, including some members
of COPUOS and some organizations that participate as
observers to the Subcommittee, that have not yet joined
these treaties, would carefully consider their status and
respect them in the coming years.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN Thank you very much
distinguished delegate of the United States for your
statement.
Are there any other delegations wishing to
make a statement under this agenda item at this
morning’s meeting?
I see none at this stage.
So we will continue our consideration of
agenda item 5, Status and Application of the Five
United Nations Treaties on Outer Space, this afternoon.
Information on the Activities of International,
Intergovernmental
and
Non-Governmental
Organizations Relating to Space Law (agenda
item 6)
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Distinguished delegates, in line with our
programme and method of work, I would now like to
begin our consideration of agenda item 6, Information
on the Activities of International, Intergovernmental
and Non-Governmental Organizations Relating to
Space Law.
Under this agenda item, international,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
were invited to report to the Legal Subcommittee on
their activities relating to space law. Delegations will
have before them the reports received from
international organizations, contained in document
A/AC.105/C.2/100, and Conference Room Paper
No. 16.
I do not have any delegations who wish to
make statements with respect to this agenda item at this
stage, as a consequence of which, and based on our
programme of work, it is expected that we will now
proceed with the technical presentations.
Technical presentations
Before we begin with the technical
presentations, I would like to give the floor to the
observer for the European Centre for Space Law.
Ms. K. RYBAROVA (European Centre for
Space Law) Good morning Mr. Chairman, I believe
that there should be a representative of the European
Space Agency who should be speaking first.
The CHAIRMAN I do not have a
representative from the European Space Agency listed
to speak on this item immediately. However, if the
representative of the European Space Agency is in the
meeting room and would like to take the floor on this
agenda item at this stage, that would also be welcome.
Ms. K. RYBAROVA (European Centre for
Space Law) He just left. He will be back in a minute.
The CHAIRMAN OK, in that case, I will
move on to the next speaker on my list on this agenda
item from the International Institute for Space Law.
The observer for the IISL has the floor.
Ms. T. MASSON-ZWAAN (International
Institute of Space Law) Thank you Mr. Chairman. I
would like to give a brief report of our activities,
mostly focusing on the upcoming activities this year of
interest for the delegates of this distinguished
Subcommittee.

First of all, I would like to announce and
remember that one of our prominent members,
Professor Carl Christal, a pioneer in the field of
international space law, died last month in the United
States at the age of 98. The IISL will dedicate its 2011
proceedings to Professor Christal and we would like to
invite those who were interested to send their
expressions of sympathy to an e-mail address listed in
our report and we will include these messages on a
memorial page that we will set up on our website and
that we will hand to the family of Professor Christal
during a memorial service to be held in Los Angeles on
25 March. An obituary of Professor Christal is placed
on our website.
Yesterday, the IISL, together with ECSL,
organized a Symposium for the benefits of this
Subcommittee on the topic “Transfer of Ownership of
Space Objects: Issues of Responsibility, Liability and
Registration”. We have received many positive
feedbacks of this Symposium and we are very pleased
with the result and we would like to again reiterate our
appreciation to the Subcommittee for inviting us to
organize these events.
The event was followed by a reception which
was also attended by student observers from
universities in Graz, Vienna and Leiden.
In 22 to 24 May, the Global Space Exploration
Conference will be held in Washington D.C., organized
by the International Astronautical Federation and the
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics.
The IISL has organized and will chair two legal
sessions of this Conference.
Through 25 to 28 June, in Toulouse, France, in
the context of the Toulouse Space Show, the IISL will
co-host the Space and Law Forum and will organize
the Second IISL/IAA Symposium on Space Law and
Policy.
From 1 to 5 October next in Naples, Italy, the
IISL will organize its Fifty-Fifth Colloquium on the
Law of Outer Space. The Colloquium will address five
specific session topics for which as many as
140 abstracts have been submitted which have been
evaluated in Paris last week. The first session will be
the ______(?) addressing to the keynote lecture on
space law which will be delivered by Professor Sergio
Marchisio regarding the Code of Conduct for Space
Activities and we will also host our Fourth Young
Scholars Session.
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Our second session will address the interaction
between private international law and space law and its
impact on commercial space activities.
The third session will address international
legal regulation of outer space within the scope of
public international law.
The fourth session will deal with legal
evidence from outer space.
And the last session will, as usual, address
recent developments in space law.
In addition to these five sessions, the IISL will
also co-organize the Twenty-Seventh Scientific Legal
Roundtable, together with the International Academy
of Astronautics, and it will address optical
communications.
And lastly, another joint session with the IAF
will be held addressing the legal framework of
cooperative space endeavours.
The IISL is also proud that it has again been
selected to organize a plenary event for which
27 proposals have been submitted and the topic of this
plenary event will be “Towards a Code of Conduct
Which Makes the Use of Space Safe and Equitable”.
In December 2012, we will organize the
Seventh Eileen Galloway Symposium on Critical
Issues in Space Law, in Washington D.C. This event is
organized annually by the IISL and the National Centre
of Remote Sensing, Air and Space Law of the
University of Mississippi and its Journal of Space Law.
In 2011, the winner of the World Finals of the
Twentieth Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot Court
Competition was Florida State University, College of
Law, from the United States. The runner-up of the
Twentieth World Finals was the National University of
Singapore, and the second runner-up was the
St. Petersburg State University of the Russian
Federation.
In Cape Town, during these World Finals, an
Introductory Round for Africa was held for the very
first time. It was won by Obafemi Awalowo University
from Nigeria. The runner-up was the University of
Pretoria, South Africa, and the second runner-up was
Mount Kenya University, School of Law, from Kenya.
The World Finals of the Twenty-First Manfred
Lachs Space Law Moot Court Competition will be held
during the 2012 Colloquium in Naples. Three judges of

the International Court of Justice, including its new
President, Judge Tonka(?), will judge the finals.
Regional rounds will be held as usual in
Europe, North America and the Asia-Pacific in the
coming months as well as for the very first time in
Africa. In total, across the four regions, more than
60 teams have registered for the regional rounds.
The IISL has published a book called “New
Perspectives on Space Law”, which contains the papers
of young scholars who presented papers in the
International Astronautical Congress session in Prague
in the Young Scholars Session. This book was
published with generous support by the Indian Space
Research Organization and it was also published as an
e-book on our website.
We are preparing for publication later this
year, a book on some space law pioneers and are
working on finalizing the texts.
We are also pleased to announce that IISL has
concluded a new contract for the publication of its
Proceedings with 11 publishers. And in addition to
these new books which will be published both online
and in hard print, we are extremely happy to announce
that Proceedings will also be made available online
through the publisher Heine(?) Online.
The IISL has participated in a publication
together with the IAA and the IAF on the International
Geophysical Year which is also placed on our website.
Finally, I would like to mention a booklet
commemorating 25 years of the IISL/IAA Scientific
Legal Roundtables held at the International
Astronautical Congresses and this again is available on
our website.
Lastly, I would like to warmly welcome
delegates of this Legal Subcommittee to apply for
membership in the IISL. Nomination forms are
available on our website or may be obtained from the
IISL representatives in this Subcommittee.
Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN Thank you distinguished
delegate of the International Institute for Space Law.
If the observer, the distinguished representative
of the European Space Agency is in the room, I would
now like to give you the floor.
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Mr. P.-H. BOGDANSKI(?) (European Space
Agency) Thank you very much Mr. Chairman. Let me
first join the previous speakers in expressing our
happiness to see you chairing this session of the Legal
Subcommittee and in congratulating Dr. Othman on
her and her staff’s achievements in the work of the
Office for Outer Space Affairs.
ESA is convinced that under your able and
experienced guidance, the Legal Subcommittee,
assisted by the Office for Outer Space Affairs, will
continue to achieve excellent results.
Thank you very much Mr. Chairman for
providing us with the opportunity to submit to the
Legal Subcommittee a summary report on the general
activities of the European Space Agency relating to
space law.
As in previous years, representatives of the
ESA Legal Department continue to lecture on space
law, inter alia, at the International Space University
2011 Space Studies Programme, in Graz, Austria, at
the European Centre for Space Law 2011, Summer
Course in Rijeka, Croatia, for the Masters Degree
Programme of the University Paris XI in Sud, and the
University of Padua in Italy and at the University of
Copenhagen in Denmark.

Another emphasis was also put on the
negotiations of the Protocol on Matters Specific to
Space Assets to the UNIDROIT Convention on
International Interests in Mobile Equipment. ESA
participated as an observer in the negotiation process
from the beginning until the adoption of the instrument
this month in Berlin on the occasion of the Diplomatic
Conference.
Concerning UNIDROIT, ESA participated also
in an informal meeting on third party liability for
GNSS services held in Rome last November.
In addition to some direct participation, ESA is
also supporting financially the United Nations
Programme on Space Applications, coordinated by the
Office for Outer Space Affairs, and last year notably is
a Workshop on Space Law organized in Kenya in
September.
With regard to the activities of the European
Centre for Space Law created and supported by ESA,
with your permission, Mr. Chairman, I would like to
invite my colleague, Karolina Rybarova, Executive
Secretary of ECSL, to provide the Legal Subcommittee
with a short report on ECSL’s activities in 2011 and to
give some prospects for its activities in 2012.
Thank you.

Presentations were also given at the University
of Lausanne in Switzerland within the framework of
the Masters Programme of the Jean Monnet
Foundation for Europe, at the Colloquium of the
International Institute of Space Law within the
framework of the Sixty-Second Congress of the
International Astronautical Federation in Cape Town,
South Africa, at Euro Control in Brussels, Belgium, at
the International Galileo Governance and Liability
Workshop, co-organized by the McGill Institute of Air
and Space Law and Eutralex, that was held in
Cedeaux(?), Belgium, and at the Conference on Soft
Law in Outer Space, organized by the Austrian
National Point of Contact for Space Law in Vienna.
Lectures and presentations produced in
practical law on the legal implications of the following
topics: The law and policy of the International Space
Station Cooperation, TNSS governance in Europe,
______(?) aspects of space law and space activity, the
Safety Framework for Space Nuclear Power Source
Applications, the function of non-binding norms in
international space law (see Registration Convention
and International and European Space Institutions with
special emphasis on the institutional aspects of
European space activities.

The CHAIRMAN Thank you distinguished
representative of the European Space Agency. I would
just like clarification if beyond the report that your
colleague will provide from the European Centre for
Space Law, if we will also have a technical
presentation?
Ms. K. RYBAROVA (European Centre for
Space Law) Yes, there is a technical presentation for
the ECSL.
The CHAIRMAN Thank you very much.
Ms. K. RYBAROVA (European Centre for
Space Law) I will follow the presentation. Thank you. I
would like to take this opportunity to present ECSL
and its activities.
Let me start by presenting the ECSL. It is the
European Centre for Space Law and was established in
1989 on the initiative and under the auspices of the
European Space Agency and this was brought of a
number of pioneers in the field. It functions under a
character amendment Charter amended in October
2009 which defines its mission, structure and
objectives.
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The current Chairman of the ECSL is
Professor Sergio Marchisio of La Sapienza University
in Rome. The main objective of the ECSL is to build
up and spread in Europe and elsewhere an
understanding of the legal framework relevant to space
activities, information exchange among interested
stakeholders and improving and promoting the
teaching of space law and there are two major tools for
reaching that goal.
Now I would like to summarize the ECSL
activities in 2011. The main ECSL activities are: the
ECSL Practitioners Forum, the European Round of the
Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot Court, the Summer
Course on Space Law and Policy and various
workshops and conferences.
The 2011 edition of the Practitioners Forum
took place on 18 March 2011 at ESA Headquarters in
Paris and focused on the theme of “Manned Space Lab
Safety Issues: Legal and Policy Aspects. Plans about
leisure travel beyond Earth, the so-called space tourism
require extraordinary efforts. The forum discussed the
legal rules and policies to be put in place in order to
improve the safety of manned space flight.
The 2011 European Round of the Manfred
Lachs Space Law Moot Court Competition, you know
that ECSL is the regional organizer for the Manfred
Lachs Space Law Moot Court Competition and in
cooperation with the Faculty of Law of the University
of St. Petersburg in the Russian Federation, the
European Round took place in April 2011. Eight
universities and eight teams composed by 22 students
participated to this Competition. The University of
St. Petersburg, the Russian Federation, winner of the
European Round, represented Europe at the world final
of the Competition which took place during the SixtySecond International Astronautical Congress in Cape
Town, South Africa in October 2011. The Florida State
University from the United States of America won the
final which was judged by three members of the
International Court of Justice.
The Twentieth ECSL Summer Course in Space
Law and Policy took place in Croatia, in Rijeka, and
was organized from 29 August to 2 September 2011.
There were 40 students coming from 15 countries of
different parts of the world. The students followed
lectures on space law and policy issues given by
speakers, either academicians or practitioners
specialized in the space field. The course was
completed by interactive work on a case study dealing
with international space cooperation.

As for the 2011 workshops and conferences,
the ECSL and the International Institute of Space Law,
IISL, jointly organized in 2011 a Symposium on a New
Look on the Delimitation of Air Space and Outer
Space, during the fiftieth session of the COPUOS
Legal Subcommittee. The event was coordinated by
Dr. Tanja Maason-Zwang, the President of the IISL
and Professor Sergio Marchisio, the ECSL Chairman.
The Subcommittee noted with appreciation in its report
that the Symposium had constituted a valuable
contribution to its work in party to the Working Group
on the Definition and Delimitation of Outer Space.
Another main activity of the ECSL is the
documentation and publications. I will present in my
technical presentation and will present the legal
database that is available on the ECSL homepage so I
will go back to this point later.
Now let me please present a booklet called
“Space Law Teaching in Europe”, which was an ECSL
initiative, first issued in 1991 and revised in 1993. The
booklet includes a list of space law teaching
institutions, universities and educational centres in
Europe. It also provides detailed information on
teaching staff, credits, tuition fees and the duration of
the different courses, together with illustrations of the
institutions listed. The fifth edition will be published in
2012.
ECSL is also editing a newsletter that features
articles on legal issues and other topics of interest to
the space community and as well as on the ECSL
activities. All the newsletters are available on the
ECSL website. The next newsletter, number 39, will be
published soon.
In 2011, the ECSL published as well, with the
support of the European Space Agency, the book
entitled “The Astronauts and Rescue Agreement:
Lessons Learned”, available for sale on the EDS
publications website, at the Spacebooks(?) Online, and
it is the section “ESA-Sponsored Publications”. The
book collects articles from eminent experts and marked
the fortieth anniversary of the 1968 on the Rescue of
Astronauts Agreement, drawn up under the auspices of
the United Nations. The books assesses the adequacy
of that Agreement to mean new development.
Now please let me present the major events
and projects planned for 2012. There has, of course,
been this year’s edition of the Practitioners Forum. It
was held on 16 March 2012 at ESA Headquarters, in
Paris, and dealt with the insurance of satellite activities
from the cradle to the grave legal aspect.
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You are aware of the IISL/ECSL Symposium
at the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee that took place
yesterday and focused on the topic of “Transfer of
Ownership of Space Objects: Issues of Responsibility
and Liability and Registration”.

The second section that I would like to draw
your attention to is the Space Law Database. It gives an
access to a large number of legal texts that give a clear
comprehensive and concrete understanding and
definition of space law.

A 2012 edition of the European Round of the
Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot Court Competition
will be held on 26 and 27 April 2012 and I am pleased
to announce that this year’s European Round will take
place at the University of Bucharest, Romania. The
World Semi-Finals and Finals of the Competition will
take place in Naples, Italy, in October 2012, during the
Sixty-First International Astronautical Federation
Congress.

You will find several sub-sections like the
United Nations Space Legal Framework, a Space Law
Bibliography, Space Law Cases, Space Law
Institutions, Space Law Journals, Space Law Questions
and ECSL Encyclopaedia. We believe that it is very
helpful for the students and very helpful for the
practitioners.

ECSL will, of course, organize a Summer
Course on Space Law and Policy as well and it will be
held in September 2012. The venue is yet to be
decided.
Now I would like to pass to the technical
presentation, if it is possible.
This is the address of the website,
www.esa.int/specials/ecsl. The ECSL website is
intended to promote ECSL activities as well as the
work carried out both by the ECSL Information Point
of Contact, Space Law Institute Universities Research
Centres, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space and other organizations, as well as the National
Space Agency, in order to create a network among all
institutions, educational centre and research facilities
working in the area of space law.
You will see that this is the homepage of the
ECSL website. On your left hand side, there is
information about ECSL. There is also information
about how to become a member and I would like to
kindly invite you to consider joining ECSL and
become a member. You will also find detailed
information about the activities of the ECSL.
And I would like to draw your attention to the
right side of the page which is ECSL Legal Database,
the section called Space Law, Space Institutions, Other
Institutions and European Space Agency.
I would like to stress the first two sections,
which is ECSL Legal Database. It is a comprehensive
list of events and documents retracing and indicates the
history of space exploration and you will see that it is
divided and indicates. There are hyperlinks and useful
reading and suggested bibliography.

Thank you for your attention and may I remind
you once again of the address of the website, it is
www.esa.int/specials/ecsl.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I should like to thank the
representative of the European Centre for Space Law
on the presentation that you have just delivered to us,
especially on the subject of capacity-building.
Is there any delegate who would have
questions for the presenter?
We will then move on with our programme of
work.
Distinguished delegates, I will shortly adjourn
this meeting. But before doing so, I would like to
remind delegates of our schedule of work for this
afternoon.
We will meet promptly at 3.00 p.m. At that
time, we will continue our consideration of agenda
items 4, General Exchange of Views, 5, Status and
Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space, and item 6, Information on the Activities
of International, Intergovernmental and NonGovernmental Organizations Relating to Space Law.
With respect to the work items for our session
this afternoon, I should give the floor to the Secretary
of the Subcommittee.
Mr. N. HEDMAN (Secretary, Office for
Outer Space Affairs) Thank you Mr. Chairman. Thank
you indeed. Yes, in view of the fact that at this present
moment we have no inscribed speakers on the lists for
the items to be considered this afternoon, we wish and
we hope that delegations will inscribe on the list for the
items 4, 5 and 6 for this afternoon.
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However, after having considered the rest of
the items that we will consider this week, and in view
of the fact that the Working Group on the Definition
and Delimitation of Outer Space, under José Monserrat
Filho, will have its first meeting tomorrow morning,
Wednesday, 21st March, and that the Working Group
on National Space Legislation, under the chairmanship
of Ms. Irmgard Marboe, will have its first meeting of
that Working Group tomorrow, Wednesday afternoon.
I have consulted with the Chair and, with your
permission, we would like to advance some of the
considerations of our items so that we can make
efficient use of our time, in particular for this
afternoon. So with your permission, we would like to
advance item 7, which means item 7(a), Definition and
Delimitation of Outer Space, and item 7(b), the
Character and Utilization of the Geostationary Orbit,
and include that on the list for this afternoon already,
which means that for this afternoon, Tuesday, it would
be item 4, General Exchange of Views, item 5, Status
and Application of the Five United Nations Treaties,
item 6, Information on Activities of International,
Intergovernmental
and
Non-Governmental
Organizations, and item 7(a) and item 7(b).

I think that we need to do something in order
to preserve our three-hour session this afternoon
because there will be a reception this afternoon.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN Are there any questions or
comments from distinguished delegates on this
proposed schedule of work for this afternoon, as has
been highlighted by the Secretary of the
Subcommittee?
I see none.
I would also like to inform delegates that this
evening at 6.00 p.m., delegations are cordially invited
to attend a reception hosted by the Permanent Mission
of Nigeria and the National Space Research and
Development Agency of Nigeria, in the Mozart Room
at the Vienna International Centre Restaurant, which is
located on the Ground Floor of this ‘F’ Building.
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
adjourn this meeting until 3.00 p.m. this afternoon.
Thank you.
The meeting adjourned at 12.26 p.m.

