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The meeting was called to order at 3.08 p.m.
Mr. K. Schrogl (Chair) Good afternoon
distinguished delegates. I now declare open the
883rd meeting of the Legal Subcommittee of
COPUOS.
This afternoon, we will continue our
consideration of agenda item 4, “General exchange of
views”, and agenda item 7, “Matters relating to the
definition and delimitation of outer space, and the
character and utilisation of the geostationary orbit”. We
will also begin our consideration of agenda item 8,
“National legislation relevant to the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space”.
The Working Group on Matters Relating to the
Definition and Delimitation of Outer Space will then
hold its first meeting.
Distinguished delegates, I would like now to
continue our consideration of item 4 on our agenda,
“General exchange of views”. The first speaker on my
list is Mr. Khomenko, representing Ukraine. You have
the floor.
Mr. H. Khomenko (Ukraine) Mr. Chairman,
distinguished delegates. The delegation of Ukraine
warmly welcomes Mrs. Simonetta di Pippo,
director of the UN Office of Outer Space Affairs and
Mr. Kai-Uwe Schrogl as Chair of the Legal
Subcommittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space and wishes them every success in their
endeavours on this post. We also welcome all
participants of the 53rd session of the Legal
Subcommittee and wish them constructive and fruitful
discussions of all the agenda items.
The delegation of Ukraine supports the agenda of
the 53rd session of the Legal Subcommittee and hopes
that our deliberations will contribute to further progress
on issues which have a practical importance for the
development of international space law.
Mr Chairman, Ukraine proceeds from the
premise that, given the current development of space
activities, the exploration and use of outer space should
be implemented through active international

cooperation at the international, inter-regional and
regional levels.
I would like to inform you that Ukraine adheres
the position that exploration and use of outer space
should be carried out exclusively for peaceful purposes
and in accordance with the rules of international law.
As my country actively pursues cooperation in the area
of exploration and peaceful use of outer space, our
position is based on the following principled elements:
- Outer space should be explored and used only for
peaceful purposes for the benefit of all countries
of the world, especially considering the needs of
developing countries;
- Access to space must be implemented on equal
and non-discriminatory conditions, regardless of
the level of technical, scientific and economic
development of nations;
- Outer Space, including the Moon and other
celestial bodies, cannot be assigned by claim of
sovereignty, by means of use or occupation, or by
any other means;
- Outer space should be used on the principles of
its non-militarization and with a view of
improving the living conditions of people and
strengthening peace;
- The ever-increasing use of outer space provides
for greater transparency, confidence-building and
information-sharing among all actors in outer
space.
Mr Chairman, Ukraine is a part of four United
Nations Treaties on Outer Space and deems it
important for those states, which have not yet joined
them, to accede to these Treaties.
We also endorse initiatives aimed at the
preparation of international documents which regulate
certain issues of space-related activities.
However, given the current challenges and
problems of space activities, Ukraine once again
declares the need for preparation of a Comprehensive
convention on space law. In our view, this approach
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entirely corresponds with the spirit of time and will
provide a solid ground for raising the international
space law to a qualitatively new level of development.

reactions related to the outer space and rapidly
changing circumstances needs to be prepared for in
advance.

In conclusion, I would like to wish Mr. Kai-Uwe
Schrogl a productive work. You can fully count on the
constructive engagement of the Ukrainian delegation in
the Legal Subcommittee. Thank you Mr Chairman.

While on the subject, we recall how the
constructive symposium on "Regulatory needs for very
small satellites" demonstrated considerable changes of
scene and the necessity to deal with it appropriately
within the international legal regime and this was only
one example of the tremendous changes.

Mr. K. Schrogl (Chair) Thank you very much,
the distinguished delegate from the Ukraine. Next on
my list is the representative of Iran, Mr. Hassan Shafti.
Mr. H. Shafti (Islamic Republic of Iran)
Mr. Chairman, we are delighted to join our
distinguished colleagues here at the 53th session of
Legal Subcommittee to pursue our common goal of
promoting peaceful uses of outer space.
With you, Dr. Schrogl, in the chair, with such a
background and leadership abilities, we are confident
that our mutual efforts will lead to fruitful outcomes. In
this direction Mr. Chairman, we assure you of our full
support and wish you full success. We would also like
to offer our sincere gratitude to your predecessor,
Dr. Brisibe for his excellent work and the
achievements gained by the Legal Subcommittee
during his chairmanship.
We are pleased to welcome our new Director
for the UN Office for Outer Space Affairs,
Madam Simonetta Di Pippo, and we assure her of our
full support and cooperation. Using the opportunity,
Mr. Chairman, my delegation wish to offer the
gratitude for the loyal and indefatigable efforts of
Dr. Mazlan Othman, the former Director of UNOOSA.
Joining the distinguished delegates we wish also to
record our appreciation for the excellent arrangements
made by the secretary and his team.
Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, it is
indeed a deep regret for us to miss, not only a great old
friend but a pioneer in space law, Professor Vladimir
Kopal. No doubt, his share in this respect and his
dignity and exceptional personality will remain in mind
and heart of all of us and indeed in the history of
shaping man’s logical behaviour within the
international legal regime of space. We offer our
condolences to our colleagues and in particular to the
esteemed delegation of Czech Republic and his family.
Mr. Chairman, we appreciate the decision of the
Committee on Peaceful uses of Outer Space (at its
56th session) in putting the subject of capacity-building
in space law as a regular item for the Subcommittee’s
considerations — agenda item 9. This helps to
appreciate the new requirements in the legal regime
which has received no developments in more than
3 decades. Furthermore the international actions and

Mr. Chairman, we, in Iran, have expanded our
academic activities, which covers an excellent
opportunities for the students of law in several leading
universities to study and research in aerospace law and
this is in parallel to rapid expansion in faculties of
aerospace engineering. Furthermore, a working group
has officially been activated since 2013 from senior
legal authorities of the relevant ministries, meeting
regularly and reporting space legal regime
requirements to Iran's Supreme Council for Outer
Space. These efforts are not by any means limited to
the government administrations but also relates to the
relevant NGOs as well.
Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, the
long-term sustainability of outer space activities is an
issue with paramount importance and could be
considered as a suitable platform to address technical
and legal issues pertaining to outer space as an integral
part in a constructive spirit of international
cooperation. The Islamic Republic of Iran attaches
great importance to this matter and encourage all
member States to address and discuss more actively the
legal issues of space debris and its mitigation,
geostationary orbit and use of nuclear power sources in
outer space.
Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, I close
my remarks by wishing you and all distinguished
delegates full success in achieving our goals of serving
mankind by the peaceful uses of outer space, offering
peace, prosperity and better quality of life. Thank you.
Mr. K. Schrogl (Chair) Thank you
Professor Shafti for your statement. I have now the
request from an observer to take the floor. It is the
European Space Policy Institute represented by its
director, Peter Hulsroj. You have the floor.
Mr. P. Hulsroj (European Space Policy
Institute) Thank you Mr. Chairman. Let me first of all
congratulate you and Mrs. di Pippo with the
assumption of your new responsibilities. We know that
we are in the best of hands. So, let me first tell you a
little bit about ESPI. This will not come as a
revolutionary information for you Mr. Chairman, but
perhaps for some of your colleagues, there will still be
snippets of news that might be useful.
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So, we are of course, the Pan-European think
tank on space policy. We are trying the cover the
whole arc of space policy topics — not at the same
time — because there are too many issues — too many
interesting issues to cover at the same time. But peu à
peu, we try to work our way across the arc of the
topics. Every year we try to address 4 or 5 topics in
depth and we rotate between disciplines and topics,
although we are, of course, always stay on policy, and
by this, over time, we hope to cover all disciplines
involved in space and its policy.
Now I will give you a few examples of what we
have been doing since we have been together last time
— last year. So, we have issued recently two reports:
one on humanitarian telemedicine and one on ESA
enlargement. And you will find both of them at the
table in front of the meeting room and one on the
cooperation between EUMETSAT and NOAA over
30 years, where we have been trying to draw sort of the
political lessons that one can learn from this. We have
tried to build a partnership model which can potentially
also be deployed in other contexts, so I think if you are
interested in how such transboundary cooperation
works success — not without complications — but
successfully, then you should look at this report and
there might be inspiration for you, even if you are not
in the meteorological field. This report is also available
in front of the meeting room, but I should mention that
all of our reports actually are downloadable free of
charge from our website as well. And then, also since
we met last time, we have issued a report on the EU
dual approach to security in space. What is coming up
is two reports: one called, perhaps a little
provocatively, “When China goes to the Moon”, where
again, we are trying to model the consequences, if
China decides to go to the Moon — of how this is
going to play out and the different partnership
possibilities that might also arise in this respect and we
have a report on the European technology nondependence, and I think by showing what we have
cooking and we have already cooked over the last year,
I also demonstrate to you how diverse our activities are
and how you might all — whatever your special
interests are — you might find something that will help
you also in your work in the ESPI library and in our
website.
So, Mr. Chairman, allow me to elaborate a little
bit more on humanitarian telemedicine because this
was a report we issued in February and we had the
opportunity to present in a technical presentation to the
Scientific and Technology Subcommittee, and we had
— I have to say — a very good feedback, which led us
to become even more ambitious, perhaps, so we will
try to make a presentation on this report also in
conjunction with UN Space in May in New York. You

know, UN Space is where all the space agencies —
where all the agencies of the UN come together — that
use space and there is an informal session associated
with this as well, where we hope that we will be given
the opportunity to present this as well. Our efforts in
this will reach its primary panicle in ... its first panicle
— if you wish — by the end of the year where we plan
to organize an interconference on this topic over
several days. So, if you are interested in this topic,
which I think is really interesting, and where space can
do something really useful, then again, check on
progress on our website.
And then very briefly on ESA and the
enlargement: we issued this report and we had an event
associated with this during the SnT as well, and what
we were trying to emphasize there was what countries
that might want to joint ESA can do themselves in
order to ease, what is not always a very simple process.
And we will pick up on this also, probably in October,
with an event — I hope — in Bucharest, where we will
address a specific topic that might be helpful for
aspiring States in space, so we will have a provisional
title which is “Finding a niche in space and the role of
disruptive innovation”. So, we hope again there that
building on ESA enlargement report, we can be helpful
for State-holder group.
And then finally, Mr. Chairman, you will find
very soon, in the pigeon holes, an invitation for an
evening event, on the 2nd of April — so that is next
Wednesday — and there we are trying to link into the
sustainability considerations that we have a lot in the
COPUOS context. So we will address this issue from a
slightly different perspective perhaps because we will
have two very distinctive speakers talk about Earth
observation data as the source and the keeper of
regulation. So, we are trying to shape this also through
the lawyers’ perspective — so we are trying to see how
Earth observation facts can ultimately lead to laws and
regulations and how Earth observation can also play an
important role in monitoring the compliance with
regulations that are already in place. So, with this — I
am sorry if I have been too long — with this I have
given you, I hope, a good view of what we are doing
and why you should also keep ESPI in mind. Thank
you Mr. Chairman.
Mr. K. Schrogl (Chair) Thank you Mr. Hulsroj,
director of the European Space Policy Institute (ESPI)
for the statement and thank you also for the invitation
extended to the participants here at this meeting for an
event next week, which I will announce again at the
appropriate time.
Are there any other speakers on this item? any
other delegation wishing to speak on agenda item 4,
“General exchange of views”?
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I see none.
So we will continue considerations of agenda
item 4, “General exchange of views”, tomorrow
morning.
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue our consideration of agenda item 7, “Matters
relating to the definition and delimitation of outer
space, and the character and utilisation of the
geostationary orbit”.
The first speaker on my list is Teresita Alvarez,
speaking on behalf of GRULAC. You have the floor.
Ms. T. Alvarez (GRULAC, interpretation from
Spanish) Thank you Chairman. Bearing in mind
scientific
and
technological
process,
the
commercialization of outer space, the participation of
the private sector and the increasing use of outer space
in general, and the resulting legal questions, GRULAC
believes that, within the framework of the
Subcommittee, it is necessary for us to continue
debating and considering the question of the definition
and delimitation of outer space. The lack of a clear
definition
creates
uncertainty
regarding
the
applicability of space law and aeronautical law, and
given the current level of development of outer space
activities, this means we need to clarify questions of
sovereignty and international liability of States and the
limitation between air space and outer space.
GRULAC believes it is necessary for the working
group on the definition and delimitation of outer space
to continue with this work because, among other
things, GRULAC advocates a single legal regime
covering the navigation of a space object,
acknowledging that there is a serious legal loophole,
both in space law and aeronautical law, caused by the
lack of delimitation of air space. However, GRULAC
observes, in a discouraging way, that no progress has
been made and calls upon States to do everything
possible to reach a positive solution to this essential
legal question. Thank you Chairman.
Mr. K. Schrogl (Chair) I thank Ms. Alvarez
from Chile, speaking on behalf of GRULAC. Are there
any other delegations wishing to speak on agenda
item 7?
I see none.
So, since there are no other delegations wishing
to speak on this item, number 1, “Matters relating to
the definition and delimitation of outer space, and the
character and utilization of the geostationary orbit”, we
will continue our considerations on this item tomorrow
morning.
I would like to begin our consideration of agenda
item 8, which is “National legislation relevant to the

peaceful exploration and use of outer space”. I have no
speaker so far on my list, but I would like to see
whether any delegation would like to speak on this
item at this stage?
We thought that this might be a very popular
agenda item, but obviously that is not the case — at
least today. So, I think I have to suspend this item and
we will continue consideration of this item tomorrow
morning.
It is so decided.
Distinguished delegates, I will shortly adjourn
this meeting of the Subcommittee, so that the working
group on “Matters Relating to the Definition and
Delimitation of Outer Space” can hold its first meeting.
Before doing so, I would like to inform delegates of
our schedule of work for tomorrow morning.
We will meet promptly at 10.00 a.m. At that
time, we will continue our consideration of agenda
item 4, “General exchange of views”, and agenda
item 7, “Matters relating to the definition and
delimitation of outer space, and the character and
utilisation of the geostationary orbit”, and agenda
item 8, “National legislation relevant to the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space”.
We will hear also two technical presentations
tomorrow morning. One by a representative of
Indonesia, entitled “The Indonesian Space Act No. 21,
year 2013”, and by a representative of Japan entitled
“International mechanisms for cooperation in the
peaceful exploration and use of outer space in the case
of Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency”.
The working group on “Definition and
Delimitation of Outer Space” will then hold its second
meeting.
Are there any questions or comments on this
proposed schedule?
I see none.
The meeting is adjourned until 10.00 a.m.
tomorrow.

