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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m.
Mr. K. U. Schrogl (Chair) I now declare open
the 885th meeting of the Legal Subcommittee of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. Good
afternoon distinguished delegates.
This afternoon, we will continue our
consideration of agenda item 4, General exchange of
views, and continue and hopefully suspend our
consideration of agenda item 7 (a), Matters relating to
the definition and delimitation of outer space, pending
the discussions of the Working Group on the Definition
and Delimitation of Outer Space, and continue and
hopefully conclude our consideration of agenda
item 7(b), Matters relating to the character and
utilization of the geostationary orbit. We will also
continue our consideration of agenda item 8, National
legislation relevant to the peaceful exploration and use
of outer space.
The Working Group on the Status and
Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space will then hold its third meeting.
Time permitting, the Working Group on Matters
Relating to the Definition and Delimitation of Outer
Space will then hold its third meeting as well.
Distinguished delegates, I would like now to
continue our consideration of agenda item 4 on our
agenda, the General exchange of views and the first
speaker on my list is the distinguished delegate of
India, Mr. Kumar. You have the floor.
Mr. R. S. Kumar (India) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. Chairman, Indian Delegation expresses
its hearty congratulations to you on being elected as the
new Chairman of the Legal Subcommittee of
UNCOPUOS. The delegation is very pleased to see
you in the Chair, ably guiding the deliberations of this
53rd Session. At this moment, the Indian delegation
recalls the contribution of Tare Charles Brisibe of
Nigeria for chairing previous two sessions. Indian
delegation, while congratulating Ms. Simonetta Di
Pippo on taking over as the Director of UNOOSA,
recalls the contribution of Dr. Mazlan Othman during
her tenure as Director. Indian delegation would like to

thank the UNOOSA secretariat and the committee
services Chief for their support for the work of
COPUOS and its subcommittees.
Indian delegation welcomes Ghana and Belarus
as the new members this committee.
Mr. Chairman
While
acknowledging
the
significant
achievements of various member states in space
endeavours during the past one year, the Indian
delegation would like to briefly lists the achievements
of Indian space programme in the last year.
On July 02, PSLV-C22, precisely placed the first
satellite of India’s Regional navigational satellite
system constellation, IRNSS-1A into its intended orbit.
India’s weather satellite, INSAT 3D and
communication satellite GAST-7, were successfully
launched by Arianespace from Kourou, on July 26,
2013 and August 30, 2013 respectively.
Indian delegation is happy to announce that first
inter-planetary probe of India, the Mars Orbiter
Mission (MOM) is on its way to Planet Mars.
PSLV-C25, in its twenty-fourth successive successful
flight injected the Mars orbiter spacecraft into an
elliptical Earth orbit on November 5, 2013. After a set
of carefully planned critical manoeuvers, the spacecraft
was successfully injected into the Mars Transfer
trajectory, out of Earth’s sphere of influence on
December 1, 2013. The primary technological
objective of the mission is to design and realize a
spacecraft with a capability to reach Mars, then to orbit
around Mars. The spacecraft also carries 5 scientific
instruments to study Martian surface and atmospheric
characteristics. Mars Orbiter spacecraft would be
captured around Planet Mars in September 2014.
In another significant achievement, India’s
indigenous Cryogenic upper stage was successfully
flight-tested onboard GSLV-D5 launch vehicle on
January 05, 2014. In this successful flight of
GSLV-D5, a communication satellite — GSAT-14 —
was launched very precisely to its intended
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit.
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Mr. Chairman,
In the coming months, ISRO aims to augment
India’s constellation of remote sensing, navigation and
communication satellites. The second satellite in Indian
Regional Navigation Satellite System will be launched
in April 2014. French Earth Observation satellite
“SPOT-7” will be launched by India’s PSLV in
mid-2014 on commercial basis.
India has achieved significant progress in the last
one year, in realizing GSLV Mk III, a heavier class of
launch vehicle, capable of launching 4-ton class of
communication satellites into a Geostationary Transfer
Orbit. An experimental mission with full-fledged solid
and liquid stages along with passive cryogenic stage is
scheduled for launch in the first half of 2014.
Mr. Chairman,
The emphasis of Indian space programme has
always been on integrating the advances in space
technology and applications with the national
development goals, particularly in vital service areas
including disaster management. India places
considerable importance on International Cooperation
for peaceful use of outer space. Currently, formal
instruments of cooperation are in place with
33 countries and three international organisations.
Under India-ASEAN cooperation, it is proposed
to establish a ground reception station in Viet Nam and
augment existing station in Indonesia for data
reception, enabling the ASEAN member countries to
receive, process and use data from Indian satellites for
a variety of applications using disaster management
support. A network of weather stations is being
established in SAARC countries to support severe
thunderstorm predictions. India participates in other
international disaster management efforts, of
International charter on Space and Major Disasters,
Sentinel Asia, UNESCAP and UN-SPIDER.
Mr. Chairman,
Indian Delegation would like to reiterate that
orderly conduct of outer space activities and utilization
of outer space for peaceful purposes towards benefiting
the humankind, is very important both for developed
and developing nations. The ongoing initiatives
towards ensuring long term sustainability of outer
space activities for peaceful purposes in various
international fora including this legal Subcommittee,
are very significant to every space-faring nation.
Indian Delegation desires to convey that India
has been implementing the United Nations Space
Debris Mitigation Guidelines, very systematically in
every phase of space system realization, operation and
disposal.

Mr. Chairman,
India has been consciously contributing towards
capacity-building in the field of international space
law, both domestically and internationally. Indian
Space Research Organisation has been encouraging
Indian law students to take part in the Manfred Lachs
Space Law Moot Court competition conducted by
IISL. National selection rounds are being conducted
annually since 2004 and the winning team is sponsored
for its participation in the Regional Rounds. This
year’s national selection round is scheduled for
April 25-27, 2014 at Bangalore. Indian delegation is
proud to inform that the Indian team from National
Law School of India University, Bangalore have won
the World Finals of the Manfred Lachs Space Law
Moot Court Competition in 2009 and 2012.
Mr. Chairman,
ISRO has sponsored a special session on Space
Law, in the Fourth biennial Conference of the Asian
Society of International Law held in New Delhi in
November 2013. NALSAR University of Law,
Hyderabad has organised a two day “National
Workshop on Liberalization and Privatization of Space
Activities in India: Emerging Legal Issues” in
April 2013. Dr. Ram Manohar Lohiya National Law
University, Lucknow has conducted an international
legal essay competition on space law.
Mr. Chairman,
Indian Delegation would like to thank
International Institute of Space Law and European
Centre for Space Law for having organised a
symposium on “Regulatory needs for very small
satellites” during the current session, which is very
timely in the context of current scenario.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
Mr. K. U. Schrogl (Chair) I thank the
distinguished representative of India for his statement.
Are there any other delegations wishing to speak on
agenda item 4 General exchange of views?
I see none
So we will continue our consideration of agenda
item 4 the General exchange of views tomorrow
morning.
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue and hopefully suspend our considerations of
agenda item 7 Matters relating to the definition and
delimitation of outer space pending the discussion of
the Working Group on the definition and delimitation
of outer space and continue and hopefully conclude our
consideration of agenda item 7(b) Matters relating to
the character and utilization of geostationary orbit.
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I would first like to ask whether there are any
delegations wishing to speak on 7(a); the Definition
and delimitation of outer space. I do not yet have any
delegation on my list.
I see none
And we move to 7(b) which is the Character and
utilization of the geostationary orbit. There I have one
speaker on my list with the distinguished representative
of Indonesia; Mr. Widarto.
You have the floor.
Mr. B. Widarto (Indonesia) Mr. Chairman,
Thank you for giving me the floor, under this agenda
item, my delegation would like to share with you our
view on the current utilization of the geostationary
orbit. As we are all aware, as a limited natural
resource, geostationary orbit tends to be predominantly
accessible to states having financial and technical
capabilities. In this light, my delegation believes that it
is necessary for states to ensure the rational and
equitable use of the GSO, with a particular emphasis
on the needs and interests of developing countries,
in order to enhance their efforts to boost their
socioeconomic development and develop their
capacities.
In this regard, my delegation would like to
propose to this Subcommittee to consider possible
ways to promote and ensure the rational and
proportional use of GSO to all states, in particular
developing countries. It is also useful for member
states to continue discussions and exchange of views in
this important issue in the next meetings.
Furthermore, my delegation also views that this
Subcommittee should consider developing a legal
regime dedicated to GSO, in accordance with the Outer
Space Treaty of 1967, where such regime should take
into account the needs of developing countries as well
as the geographical characteristics of certain countries.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. K. U. Schrogl (Chair) I thank the
distinguished delegate of Indonesia for his statement.
Are there any other delegations wishing to speak just
before we conclude this item?
I see none.
So we have therefore suspend our consideration
of item 7(a); Matters relating to the definition and
delimitation of outer space pending the discussions of
the Working Group and we are now concluding our
consideration of agenda item 7(b) which is the Matters
relating to the character and utilization of the
geostationary orbit.

Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue our consideration of agenda item 8; National
legislation relevant to the peaceful exploration and use
of outer space and I have one speaker on my list which
is the distinguished delegate from Poland, Mr. Lukas
Kulaga.
You have the floor.
Mr. L. Kulaga (Poland) Thank you.
Mr Chairman, distinguished delegates, on this point of
agenda I would like to inform you about activities of
Poland related to enactment of legislation regarding
space law. As in 2012 Poland registered its
first satellite and second registration followed in 2013,
Poland simultaneously initiated actions aiming at
implementation of obligations deriving from outer
space treaties and creating national registration. In
June 2012 Polish Prime Minister indicated that
Minister of Economy is an organ primarily responsible
for drafting national legal framework. Currently works
on basic principles and scope of Polish space act are
almost completed.
In this context Poland welcomes adoption of
General Assembly resolution 68/74 Recommendations
on national legislation relevant to the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space, which is important
point of reference in crafting our domestic space law
act. We would like to join other delegation in
expressing our gratitude to Professor Irmgad Marboe
for successfully leading works aimed at drafting these
recommendations.
Finally, Polish delegation with great interest
follow the discussion of the Working Group on Status
and application of the five United Nations treaties on
outer space, particularly on possibility of allowing
registration of space object by non-launching state,
which can be practically very useful when drafting
national act.
Thank you Mr Chairman.
Mr. K. U. Schrogl (Chair) I thank the
distinguished delegate of Poland for his statement. Are
there any other delegations wishing to speak?
I see none.
So we will continue and hopefully conclude our
consideration of agenda item 8; National legislation
relevant to the peaceful exploration and use of outer
space tomorrow morning.
Distinguished delegates, I will shortly adjourn
this meeting of the Subcommittee, so that the Working
Group on Status and Application of the Five United
Nations Treaties on Outer Space can hold its
third meeting. Time permitting, the Working Group on
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Matters Relating to the Definition and Delimitation of
Outer Space will then hold its third meeting.
Before doing so, I would like to inform delegates
of our schedule of work for tomorrow morning. We
will meet promptly at 10.00 a.m. At that time, we will
continue our consideration of agenda item 4, General
exchange of views, and we will continue and hopefully
conclude our consideration of agenda item 8, National
legislation relevant to the peaceful exploration and use
of outer space. We will also begin our consideration of
agenda item 13, Review of international mechanisms
for cooperation in the peaceful exploration and use of
outer space.
We will hear one technical presentation
tomorrow morning, by a representative of the
International Association for the Advancement of
Space Safety (IAASS) entitled “The definition and
delimitation of outer space: the present need to
determine where ‘space activities’ begin”.
The Working Group on the Review of
International Mechanisms for Cooperation in the
Peaceful Exploration and Use of Outer Space will then
hold its first meeting.
Tomorrow during lunch time, there will be a
seminar on the theme “International mechanisms for
cooperation in space exploration: a discussion of
current and future mechanisms”. The seminar is hosted
by Japan, Canada and the United States. The seminar
will be held here in Board Room D from 1.00 to
2.00 p.m., and it will be followed by a reception in the
coffee corner just outside the Board Room.
Are there any questions or comments on this
proposed schedule?
I see none.
Finally, I’d like to inform delegations that the
Provisional List of Participants will be distributed this
afternoon through the pigeon holes as conference room
paper 2. Delegations are kindly requested to provide
the Secretariat with written amendments to the list by
close of business on Monday 31 March, so that the
Secretariat can finalize it.
The meeting is adjourned.

