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The meeting was called to order at 3.00 p.m.
The
CHAIRMAN
Good
afternoon
distinguished delegates, I now declare open the 844th
meeting of the Legal Subcommittee of the Committee
on the Peaceful Use of Outer Space.

States of America in the Mozart Room here at the
Vienna International Centre Restaurant.

This afternoon we will continue our
consideration of agenda item 4, General Exchange of
Views. We will continue and suspend our
consideration of agenda item 5, Status and Application
of the Five United Nations Treaties on Outer Space,
pending discussions in the Working Group on this
item.

Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue our consideration of agenda item 4 and the
first speaker n my list is the distinguished delegate of
Romania. You have the floor Sir.

We will continue and conclude our
consideration of agenda item 6, Information on the
Activities of International, Intergovernmental and NonGovernmental Organizations Relating to Space Law.
We will then continue also our consideration
of agenda item 7(a), on the Definition and Delimitation
of Outer Space, as well as agenda item 7(b), the
Character and Utilization of the Geostationary Orbit.
We will also begin our consideration of agenda
item 12, General Exchange of Information on National
Legislation Relevant to the Peaceful Exploration and
Use of Outer Space.
The Working Group on National Space
Legislation, under the chairmanship of Ms. Irmgard
Marboe, will hold its first meeting.
I would like to draw your attention to the
provisional list of participants that was distributed as a
Conference Room Paper 2 and invite delegations to
please provide the Secretariat with any written
amendments to this provisional list of participants so
that the Secretariat can finalize it.
I would also like to inform delegates that this
evening, from 6.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m, delegations are
cordially invited to the reception hosted by the United

General exchange of views (agenda item 4)

Mr. D. D. PRUNARIU (Romania) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, I join previous speakers
in congratulating you on your election. The Romanian
delegation is sure that under your wise leadership, this
session will reach fruitful results.
My delegation would also like to extend its
gratitude to the Director of the Office for Outer Space
Affairs and her staff for their hard work in organizing
this meeting.
Mr. Chairman, Romania has always supported
the actions of the Legal Subcommittee aimed at
strengthening the existing treaties and principles by
committing the member States to comply to make
progress towards adherence to them, to fully
implement them also through national legislation and
to promote their universality, the evolvement(?) of new
space-faring nations in outer space activities and the
widening of outer space applications required to seek
for universal adherence to the United Nations treaties
to preserve, advance and guarantee the exploration and
the peaceful use of outer space.
We believe that the Legal Subcommittee
should also be actively involved in the development of
new guidelines to ensure the safety, security and
predictability of the outer space activities, with the aim
of limiting or minimizing harmful interference in outer
space.
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It is, indeed, necessary to respond to growing
concerns of the international community on preventing
outer space from becoming an area of conflict.
Among the initiatives which could usefully
complement international space law, Romania fully
supports the Principles contained in the draft European
Code of Conduct for Outer Space Activities and we
express our particular appreciation for the increasing
number of countries ensuring their support to the Code.
We welcome the proposal to hold, at the most
appropriate convenience, the first Expert Meeting to
discuss this initiative multilaterally.
Romania would also like to reiterate its support
to the work carried out within the Working Group for
Long-Term Sustainability in Outer Space Activities of
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee. We are
convinced that the work of the Expert Group D,
namely examination of current practices, operating
procedures, national regulatory frameworks, principles,
technical standards and associated policies, and the
development of best practices guidelines, will produce
considerable results to be taken into account also by
this Subcommittee.
In this regard, we welcomed the possibility of
a more structured relationship between the Legal
Subcommittee and its Working Group and the Expert
Group D of the Working Group on Long-Term
Sustainability of Space Activities in order to allow the
latter to benefit of the outcome of the debates, taking
into place within this body.
Mr. Chairman, with regard to capacitybuilding, we congratulate the Office for Outer Space
Affairs for its effort in organizing workshops and
events that contribute to broaden knowledge and
awareness of the legal aspects of space activities.
We also particularly value the commitment of
the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs in
building a database of all education opportunities in the
field of space law and in keeping the Directory
regularly updated.
On behalf of the Romanian delegation, I would
like also to congratulate the International Institute for
Space Law and the European Centre for Space Law for
their excellent Symposium held on the first day of this
session. The subject “Transfer of Ownership of Space
Objects: Issues of Responsibility, Liability and
Registration” is particularly important for member
States, considering the continuous increase in the

number of space-faring nations and taking into account
the access of new different actors to the space business.
Mr. Chairman, I take this opportunity to
inform delegations on the organization by the
European Centre for Space Law, at the end of this
coming April 2012, the European Round of the
Manfred Lachs Moot Court Competition at the Faculty
of Law of the University of Bucharest.
To conclude, Mr. Chairman, Romania is fully
convinced that the Legal Subcommittee has to continue
focusing more effectively on the important aim of
promoting international space law application and
development. In this regard, appreciating the work
carried on last year by all delegations, both in the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and in the
Legal Subcommittee sessions, my delegation would
like to appeal to all members of COPUOS for further
efforts during the present session in improving the
organizational aspects in order to achieve a more
efficient and cost-effective work of the Legal
Subcommittee.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Romania for his statement.
The next speaker on my list is the
distinguished representative of Venezuela. You have
the floor.
Mr. A. UZCATEGUI-DUQUE (Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela interpretation from Spanish):
Thank you Chairman. As this is the first time that the
delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has
taken the floor this session, please allow me to
congratulate you and the group of people with you on
the podium on chairing the work of this Subcommittee
and wish you every success in our work.
Our delegation fully supports the statement
made by the Ambassador of Ecuador on behalf of
GRULAC. And to complement that, we would like to
give a brief summary of space activities undertaken by
the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela over the last year.
Mr. Chairman, the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, in strict compliance with international legal
principles as the basis for the peaceful exploration and
use of outer space, is considering the developing
national legislation on this subject corresponding with
local needs and in harmony with the degree of
technological development of our space programmes.
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Thus, since 1999, the Venezuelan Government
has undertaken a series of government actions within a
legal framework to gradually consolidate this question
as well as space institutions in our country, ratifying
this in the current national constitution under Article 11
as this deals with our common heritage for outer space
and, of course, we refer to any rights that can come
from this in terms of terms, extension and conditions of
international agreements.
In Venezuela, we set up our Space Agency in
2008, the ABAE. This is an autonomous institution
which plays the role of executing policies and
guidelines emanating from the national government
and this is responsible for national technological
progress.
I would like to stress our VENSAT-1
Programme, the Simón Bolivar satellite that we
developed in cooperation with the People’s Republic of
China. This Venezuelan satellite platform is
functioning one hundred per cent of its nominal design
capacity and its contributing to promoting cultural,
education and health values. It is also providing rural
telephone
and
Internet
services,
tele-health
programmes, educational programmes, as well as
broadcasting national radio and TV signals. So far, we
have installed 3,263 antennae in Venezuela. There are
3,164,000,729 users of the ABAE satellite. There are
34,815 computers connected to it in schools and a total
of 43 rural health clinics that are connected via satellite
for 2010-2011.
Moreover, coverage over the Caribbean and
South America is contributing to strengthen integration
between Latin America and the Caribbean as well as
encouraging international cooperation in the region.
In order to promote and encourage scientific
research and space technology development, we are
continuing to implement institutional projects in the
field of physical observation of the Earth, the
application of satellite technology in social
programmes and our Centre for Research and
Development. This aims to generate our own space
technology through scientific networks integrated into
the space sector to encourage research in cross-cutting
areas such as material physics, electronics, chemistry,
telecommunications, education, IT, geomatics,
geophysics, among others.
As a product of cooperation between
Venezuela and the People’s Republic of China, in
May 2011, we signed a contract to build, design and
launch the first Venezuelan Earth Observation

Satellite, the VRSS-1. Its launch is anticipated for the
second semester this year.
Throughout this time, we signed bilateral
Cooperation Agreements with Argentina and Bolivia
and we moved towards programmes of bilateral
cooperation with China, Brazil, India and Uruguay.
These two technology tools together are part of the
policies of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to
contribute to the development of Venezuelan society in
areas directly linked to its social and economic
wellbeing, as established in the Simón Bolivar Plan
2007-2013.
Mr. Chairman, this delegation considers that it
is indispensable to increase interaction with the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and to promote
binding international standards that deal with critical
issues such as the use of nuclear energy sources in
outer space and space debris, amongst others.
We should bear in mind that one of the main
responsibilities of the United Nations in the legal area
is to encourage the progressive development of
international law and its regulations, in this case,
regarding the environment of outer space.
We also consider that there should be a review
and updating of the five United Nations space treaties
in order to strengthen the guiding principles of space
activities of States, especially the peaceful use and
equal access to outer space with no discrimination and
on an equal footing, strengthening international
cooperation and making space technology available to
people.
For all of this, this delegation reiterates its
position regarding the applicable legal system is not
protecting outer space from an arms race and,
therefore, we need to adopt suitable and effective
measures to prevent the arms race in outer space.
The existing lack of definitions, lack of
regulations in the afore-mentioned subjects make it
impossible to maintain the peaceful use of outer space,
and in the medium term, it will hamper peaceful space
activities.
To conclude, please allow me, Mr. Chairman,
to ratify that the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is
reiterating its commitment to the peaceful exploration
and use of outer space as well as the Principles
established by the General Assembly governing equal
access and no discrimination to that access to outer
space for all States, independently of their level of
scientific, technical or economic development, and the
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fact that outer space, including the Moon and other
celestial bodies, through claims of sovereignty on
them, their use, their occupation or through any other
medium, the non-militarization of outer space nor its
exploitation unless it is to improve the standard of
living and to consolidate peace on the planet. We need
regional cooperation to encourage space activities.
And finally, on an optimistic note, this
delegation urges States to focus on those critical
aspects which are putting space activities at risk in
order to create, update and amend current international
space legislation to continue with the progressive
development of international law and regulations.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Venezuela for his statement.
Are there any other speakers or delegates
whom would like to take the floor on the general
exchange of views at this time?
I see none.
We will, therefore, continue our consideration
of agenda item 4, General Exchange of Views,
tomorrow morning.
Status and application of the five United Nations
treaties on outer space (agenda item 5)
Distinguished delegates, I would now like for
us to continue and suspend our consideration of agenda
item 5, Status and Application of the Five United
Nations Treaties on Outer Space, pending discussions
on the Working Group on this item.
The first speaker on my list is the distinguished
representative of Venezuela. You have the floor again.
Mr. A. UZCATEGUI-DUQUE (Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela interpretation from Spanish)
Thank you Mr. Chairman. Our delegation believes it is
necessary to continue revising and updating the five
United Nations treaties on outer space with a view to
strengthening the guiding principles that govern the
space activities of States, in particular to strengthen
international cooperation and to make space
technology accessible to nations and, most importantly,
maintain the peaceful use of outer space.
While it is certain the United Nations treaties
on outer space have made a substantial contribution to
setting up the legal framework regulating space

activities, we must also take into account the growing
technological progress and the increasing expansion of
activities carried out in outer space.
As a result, these instruments must be revised
and updated so that we can effectively confront the
new legal aspects that come out of this development
and these breakthroughs. The exploration and use of
outer space are governed by the principle of peaceful
use. However, this delegation believes that the 1967
Treaty established a clear distinction between the
Moon and other celestial bodies, on the one hand, and
outer space as such, on the other hand. Article 4 of the
Treaty fully applies the Principle of peaceful use only
to the Moon and celestial bodies. It prohibits on these
celestial bodies to set up military bases, installations, to
carry out tests of any type of weapons or military
manoeuvres. However, with regard to outer space as
such, the obligation of exclusively peaceful use is only
partial. In accordance with Article 4, it is only
forbidden to deploy objects carrying nuclear weapons
or other weapons of mass destruction on orbital space
objects. Therefore, the interpretation is that the
deployment or use of other types of weapons in outer
space is not expressly prohibited. In this regard, the
legal regime applicable to outer space does not
guarantee by itself the prevention of an arms race in
outer space and, therefore, it is imperative that
adequate and effective measures be taken to prevent
such an arms race in space.
Furthermore, as a result of the technological
advancement and the expansion of activities pursued in
outer space, it is necessary to have a regulatory
framework over such important aspects as space debris,
collisions between space objects and space debris,
particularly those that carry nuclear power sources on
board, as well as the equitable and rational use of the
geostationary orbit, among other issues.
In this perspective, my delegation believes it is
important that these item continue to be discussed by
this Subcommittee the existing definitions and the
absence of specific regulations on the issues I
mentioned earlier, makes it impossible to reach a future
where an entirely peaceful use of outer space is
maintained and that the medium-term it will pose an
obstacle for space activities of States.
Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN Thank you distinguished
delegate of Venezuela for your statement on agenda
item 5, Status and Application of the five United
Nations Treaties on Outer Space.
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Are there any other delegations or speakers
wishing to make a statement under this agenda item at
this time?

So we will, therefore, continue our
consideration of both items 7(a) and 7(b) tomorrow
morning.

In the absence of any speakers or delegates, we
will suspend our consideration of agenda item 5, Status
and Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space, pending discussions in the Working
Group on this item. The Working Group will, as I
indicated earlier in my opening statements, be
reconvened under the chairmanship of Jean-François
Mayence of Belgium next week.

General exchange of information on national
legislation relevant to the peaceful exploration and
use of outer space (agenda item 12)

Information on the activities of international,
intergovernmental
and
non-governmental
organizations relating to space law (agenda item 6)

The first speaker on my list is the distinguished
delegate of Germany. You have the floor Sir.

Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue and conclude our consideration of agenda
item 6, Information on the Activities of International,
Intergovernmental
and
Non-Governmental
Organizations Relating to Space Law.
I do not currently have any speakers or
delegates inscribed on my list that would like to take
the floor or make statements on this item so I would
ask delegates are there any speakers who would like to
make a statement under this item at this time?
I see none.
And in the circumstances, we have, therefore,
concluded our consideration of agenda item 6,
Information of the Activities of International,
Intergovernmental
and
Non-Governmental
Organizations Relating to Space Law.

Distinguished delegates, we will now begin
our consideration of agenda item 12, General Exchange
of Information on National Legislation Relevant to the
Peaceful Exploration and Use of Outer Space.

Mr. R. LASSIG (Germany) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates,
over the next two weeks we will discuss the question of
national legislation on space activities. On behalf of
my delegation, I wish to congratulate Austria for
passing a National Space Act just three months ago.
Germany values the Austrian Space Act as an example
of model comprehensive space legislation.
As you will remember from last year’s Legal
Subcommittee, Germany’s National Space Strategy
postulates explicitly the need of a National Space Act
which is still being worked out. In this context, we
welcome very much the endeavours of the
International Law Association towards a Model
National Space Law which will most probably be
introduced later this year. I am personally convinced
that the model legislation which help those of us who
are currently elaborating their National Space Law.
Thank you very much.

Definition and delimitation of outer space (agenda
item 7(a)), and the character and utilization of the
geostationary orbit (agenda item 7(b))
Distinguished delegates, we will now continue
our consideration of agenda item 7(a), on the
Definition and Delimitation of Outer Space, as well as
agenda item 7(b), the Character and Utilization of the
Geostationary Orbit.
Like the preceding item 6, I do not currently
have any delegates or speakers inscribed on my list so I
will open the floor with a question again, are there any
speakers or delegates wishing to take the floor on this
item?
I also see none.

The CHAIRMAN Thank you distinguished
delegate of Germany for your statement.
I would now like to give the floor to the
distinguished delegate of Austria.
Mr. P. BITTNER (Austria) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. First of all, I would like to thank
Germany for their kind words on the Austrian Outer
Space Act. As we had several requests on this Act, we
are now able to provide some copies in the back of the
room if you are interested, as well as an article by
Professor Marboe, published in the Journal of Air and
Space Law which provides for a short introduction
followed by the English translation of the Government
Bill containing a detailed commentary to the draft Law.
Thank you.
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The CHAIRMAN Thank you distinguished
delegate of Austria for making this clarification and
offering to make the precedent available and to
interested delegates.
Are there any other speakers or delegates that
would like to make a statement or take the floor on this
agenda item at this time?
Yes, I recognize the distinguished delegate of
the United States.
Mr. B. ISRAEL (United States of America)
Thank you Mr. Chairman. We are pleased that the
Subcommittee is facilitating the theme of information
on national legislation relevant to the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space. We think that the
presentations made last year were quite informative
and that our continued discussions will help the
members of this Subcommittee understand the different
approaches that countries have taken regarding the
subject.
We were especially pleased with the level of
discussion and progress in the Working Group which
benefited from Professor Irmgard Marboe’s leadership
as the Chair. Last year, we concluded all but a few
remaining areas. We are looking forward to this year’s
Working Group sessions and hope that we can work
together in the spirit of cooperation and focus on the
few items that remain with a view to completing our
work during this session.
However, we would favour retaining an
agenda item under which member States could
continue to report on developments with respect to
their national space laws.
With regard to United States laws relating to
national and commercial space programmes, I would
like to note that the Journal of Space Law published a
Guide to the new Pedal(?) 51 which we addressed in
our statement last year. To certain space law
communities, the Journal of Space Law has made the
electronic version of the entire volume available at no
cost to its website.

I now would like to give the floor to the
distinguished delegate of Italy. You have the floor Sir.
Mr. S. MARCHISIO (Italy) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. We would share the views expressed by
the previous speaker concerning the proposal of
maintaining the item concerning national legislation
relevant to the peaceful exploration and use of outer
space for the next session as a regular item. We think,
indeed, that States that can benefit from the results of
the work done within the Working Group on National
Legislation are still many so they could in the future
look at the work of the Committee as a point of
reference. This is the case of our country which is in
course of elaborating and updating some previous
legislation on space activities so we would like very
much to support this proposal.
At the same time, this is a very minor point but
we would like to have Italy included finally in the
schematic overview of national regulatory frameworks
for space activities and the reference document is
document CRP.7 of 29 March 2011, there are
information concerning the two Italian laws on liability
for damages, Law No. 23 of 25 January 1983 and the
Law No. 153 of 12 July 2005, that, in our opinion,
should be reflected in the document summarizing the
national legislations. For the more we see that in the
same document, there is a reference to the Ukraine,
which has been taken into account, but not to Italy.
Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
delegate of Italy for his statement and note all the
interventions and speakers we have heard on this item
so far extend our recommendation the extension and
continuation of the clearly very excellent work that has
been appreciated by all the member States of the
Subcommittee by the Working Group led by its Chair,
Professor Irmgard Marboe.
Are there any other delegations or speakers
that would like to take the floor on this item at this
time?
I see none.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN Thank you distinguished
delegate of the United States, and quite like the
preceding speaker, the distinguished delegate of
Austria, thank you again for offering to make these
very useful precedents available to the Subcommittee
and interested delegates.

So we will continue our consideration of
agenda 12, General Exchange of Information on
National Legislation Relevant to the Peaceful
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, tomorrow
morning.
Distinguished delegates, I will shortly adjourn
this meeting so that the very Working Group, whose
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work we have been discussing in the preceding
statements, can now proceed in full speed on national
legislation relevant to the peaceful exploration and use
of outer space, under the very able chairmanship of
Ms. Irmgard Marboe, and that will be holding its first
meeting.
Before doing so, I would like to remind
delegates of our schedule of work for tomorrow
morning.
And in this respect, we will meet promptly as
usual at 10.00 a.m. At that time, we will continue our
consideration of agenda items 4, General Exchange of
Views, 7(a), on the Definition and Delimitation of
Outer Space, and agenda item 7(b), the Character and
Utilization of the Geostationary Orbit.
We will also continue our consideration of
agenda item 12, General Exchange of Information on
National Legislation Relevant to the Peaceful
Exploration and Use of Outer Space.
In addition, the Working Group on Matters
Relating to the Definition and Delimitation of Outer
Space will then hold its second meeting which will be
followed by the Working Group on National Space
Legislation.

I have just been informed that the United
States of America would like to take the floor.
Mr. B. ISRAEL (United States of America)
Thank you Mr. Chairman. In light of the progress we
have been making this afternoon and moving through
the agenda, we will probably move the reception up
from 6.00 p.m. to whenever the Working Group has
completed its work so that I do not lose people for my
reception.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN Thank you distinguished
delegate of the United States.
I would also like to give the floor to the
Secretary of the Committee and would like to make an
announcement.
Mr. N. HEDMAN (Secretary, Office for
Outer Space Affairs) Thank you Mr. Chairman. A brief
announcement. States of the African Group will have a
Coordination Meeting tomorrow morning at 9.30 a.m.
to 10.00 a.m. tomorrow morning, Thursday, 21 March,
in Room M0E100. States of the African Group,
9.30 a.m. tomorrow morning in M0E100.
Thank you.

Are there any questions or comments on this
proposed schedule?
I see none.
I would also like to again remind delegates that
this evening from 6.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m., delegations
are cordially invited to the reception hosted by the
United States of America in the Mozart Room here in
the Vienna International Centre Restaurant.
And now would like to invite Ms. Irmgard
Marboe to chair the first meeting of the Working
Group on National Legislation Relevant to the Peaceful
Exploration and Use of Outer Space.

The CHAIRMAN Thank you very much.
Distinguished delegates, I would now invite
Ms. Irmgard Marboe to chair the first meeting of the
Working Group on National Legislation Relevant to
the Peaceful Exploration and Use of Outer Space.
This meeting is now adjourned until 10.00 a.m.
tomorrow morning.
Thank you.
The meeting adjourned at ?????

