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The meeting was called to order at 15:04 p.m.
The
CHAIRMAN
Good
afternoon
distinguished delegates, I now declare open the
653rd meeting of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space.
Distinguished delegates, I would first like to
inform you of our programme of work for this
afternoon. We will continue and conclude our
consideration of agenda item 8, Report of the Scientific
and Technical Subcommittee on it forty-ninth session
that we have suspended, pending a statement by the
Chair of the Action Team on Near-Earth Objects. We
will continue our consideration of agenda item 14, Use
of space technology in the United Nations system,
agenda item 15, Future role of the Committee, and
agenda item 16, Other matters.
Expert group D on Regulatory Regimes and
Guidance for Actors in the Space Arena of the
Working Group on the Long-term Sustainability of
Outer Space Activities will meet from 1.00 p.m. to
6.00 p.m. in the meeting room MOE100.
The Action Team on Near Earth Objects will
hold its fourth meeting from 4.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m., in
room M0E27.
There are no technical presentations scheduled
for this afternoon.
Are there any questions to this proposed
schedule? I see none.
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue and conclude our consideration of agenda
item 8, Report of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee on its forty-ninth session that we have
suspended, pending a statement by the Chair of the
Action Team on Near-Earth Objects to update the
Committee on the work of the Action Team on the
margins of the current session.

If I hear no objections, I now give the floor to
Mr. Sergio Camacho Lara of Mexico to address the
Committee. Mr. Camacho, you have the floor.
Mr. S. CAMACHO (Mexico) Thank you
Mr. Chairman and distinguished delegates,
Thank you for the opportunity to address the
Committee in my capacity as Chair of the Action Team
on Near-Earth Objects.
I would like to inform the Committee that the
Action Team on Near-Earth Objects will have held
four meetings on the margins of this fifty-fifth session
of the Committee, to continue its work on the draft
recommendations for an international response to the
near-Earth object impact threat. The work carried out
addressed: information, analysis and warning of nearEarth objects threats; mission campaign planning and
operations; and mission oversight and authorization
and will serve to update the recommendations
contained in document A/AC.105/C.1/L.317.
I also take this opportunity to inform the
Committee that in accordance with the multi-year
workplan of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee on near-Earth objects, the Action Team
is continued its intersessional work in 2011 and 2012
as follows.
The Action Team organized the Workshop on
International Recommendations for NEO Threat
Mitigation, in Pasadena, United States, from 25 to
26 August 2011, in collaboration with the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the
Association of Space Explorers and Secure World
Foundation. The participants at the workshop further
developed “Draft recommendations for an international
response to the near-Earth object impact threat” which
were distributed to all Action Team members for their
comments in preparation of the report of the Action
Team, which I cited before, A/AC.105/C.1/L.317 that
was presented to the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee at its 49th session. At the workshop, the
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Action Team also developed draft Terms of Reference
for the establishment of a mission planning and
operations group that could carry out deflection
campaign in case of a threat of a near-Earth object
impact on Earth. In the report of the Action Team to
the 50th session of the Subcommittee, we will propose
a modified name for the group.

collaboration with ESA, will also organize a meeting
of space agency representatives to further review the
terms of reference of a mission planning and operations
group in January of 2013 with a view to inform the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee at its
50th session of the progress made towards the
establishment of that group.

Furthermore, the Action Team organized the
NEO Media/Risk Communications Workshop in
Boulder, Colorado, United States, from 14 to
15 November, together with the Secure World
Foundation and the Association of Space Explorers, to
explore in detail the views of risk communication
experts and experienced science journalists on the
development of a successful Information, Analysis and
Warning Network, communication strategy for the
network. The report of the workshop has been sent to
all Action Team members for their consideration in the
preparation of the final report of the Action Team.

Moreover, near-Earth object impact hazards,
current activities and future plans will be addressed in
a special session of the IAU General Assembly, to be
held in Beijing, China, from 29 to 31 August 2012,
organized by the IAU Working Group on near-Earth
Objects, most of whose members are also members of
the Action Team on near-Earth objects.

I would also like to report that following the
proposal by the Action Team and the Working Group
on near-Earth objects at their meetings during the
49th session of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee, NASA organized a workshop held on
29 May 2012 to provide information on the
international analysis of a Potentially Hazardous
Asteroid known as 2011 AG5. The Action Team has
been informed on the current knowledge about this
asteroid. This asteroid is unlikely to be an impact threat
in the foreseeable future. AG5 will be closely
monitored over the coming years to refine the
knowledge of its orbit.

The Action Team will invite the United
Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs to
co-sponsor these two conferences that I have just
mentioned, with no financial implications to the Office.

Mr. Chairman and distinguished delegates, I
would also like to inform the Committee that on the
margins of this session, the second meeting of
representatives of space agencies was held on 8 June to
discuss the draft Terms of Reference for the
establishment of a mission planning and operations
group as recommended by the Action Team in its
report A/AC.I05/C.1/L.317. Intersessional work on
those draft Terms of Reference will continue in 2012
and the beginning of 2013 with the view of finalizing
them by the fiftieth session of the Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee.

The CHAIRMAN Thank you, Mr. Camacho
for providing us with this important update.

As part of the future work of the Action Team
on drafting the recommendations for an international
response to the near-Earth object impact threat, I would
like to inform the Committee that in 2012, the Action
Team, in collaboration with NASA, will organize a
workshop to address the functions that should be
carried out by the Information, Analysis and Warning
Network (IAWN) in October. The Action Team, in

Members of the Action Team are also actively
involved in the development of 2013 IAA Planetary
Defense Conference, to be held from 15 to 19 April in
Flagstaff, Arizona, United States.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, we
expect that the Action Team on Near-Earth Objects
will, in accordance with its mandate, finalize
recommendations for an international response to the
near-Earth object impact threat, to be presented to the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee in 2013, and as
approved, to be presented to the next session of this
Committee. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Distinguished delegates, we have now
concluded our consideration of agenda item 8, Report
of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on its
forty-ninth session.
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue our consideration of agenda item 14, Use of
Space Technology in the United Nations System. Is
there any delegation wishing to speak on this agenda
item at this time?
I see none.
We will continue and hopefully conclude our
consideration of agenda item 14, Use of Space
Technology in the United Nations System, tomorrow
morning.
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I would now like to continue our consideration
of agenda item 15, Future role of the Committee.
Is there any other delegation wishing to speak
under this agenda item at this time?
[I see none.] I recognize distinguished
representative of Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
You have the floor.
Mr. R. BECERRA (Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela) Thank you very much Mr. Chairman, I
apologize because we are just repairing our statement
at this time, so if you could give us a little time, very
brief time, we would really appreciate it. Just a minute
or so to get the support material we needed, but if you
insist that I proceed I can do that as well, to save time.
The CHAIRMAN Ok thank you distinguished
representative of Venezuela. If you wish to speak today
I will give the floor at a later stage this afternoon, if
you are ready to prepare your statement. I would like to
proceed now for the rest of this afternoons agenda. Is
that acceptable for you?
Is there any other delegation wishing to speak
under this agenda item at this time? I see none so we
will continue and hopefully conclude our consideration
of agenda item 15, pending the statement from
distinguished representative of Venezuela, the Future
role of the Committee will be concluded tomorrow
morning.
I would now like to continue our consideration
of agenda item 16, Other matters, by discussing this
afternoon the following:
1. Strategic Framework for 2014-2015 of the
Office for Outer Space Affairs;

I would like to inform delegates that the
proposed strategic framework for the programme
“Peaceful uses of outer space” was reviewed by the
Committee for Programme and Coordination (CPC) on
Friday 8 June. At that meeting the CPC indicated its
wish to receive from the Committee its views or
comments on the proposed framework prior to
concluding its review.
I now open the floor for comments related to
the Strategic Framework for the programme “Peaceful
uses of outer space” 2014-2015, as contained in
document A/67/7 (Prog.5).
Are there any delegation wishing to speak on
this issue under the agenda item, Other matters, at this
time?
I see none.
Since there are no delegations wishing to take
the floor on this matter may I take it that Committee
agrees on the strategic framework for the programme
as contained in document A/67/7 (Prog.5)?
We recognize the distinguished representative
of Russian Federation, you have the floor.
Mr. G. BARSEGOV (Russian Federation)
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Chairman, could we please ask you to put
aside the definitive solution of this matter until
tomorrow morning, we would be really thankful.
The CHAIRMAN Thank you for the
distinguished representative of Russian Federation. If
that is the case, I will continue this discussion
tomorrow morning and hopefully conclude our
agreement on this matter.

2. Composition of the Bureau for 2014-2014;
3. Membership of the Committee;
4. Agenda of the Committee at its 56th
session; and
5. Organizational matters.
The proposed strategic framework for the
programme “Peaceful uses of outer space” contained in
document A/67/6 (Prog. 5), was made available to
delegations through Conference Room Paper 15.

I would now like to proceed with the issue of
the composition of the bureaux for the period 20142015.
In addition to nominations already received,
I’m pleased to inform you that I have received a
communication from the Group of Latin American and
the Caribbean States (GRULAC), nominating Ecuador
for the post of the 1st Vice-Chair of the Committee.
The Secretariat will transmit the communication by
GRULAC to delegations as a Conference Room Paper
in their pigeon holes.
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Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
proceed with our consideration of the membership of
the Committee. We have exchanged views on this at
this morning’s meeting.
Does any delegation wish to take the floor on
the applications for membership in the Committee of
Armenia, Costa Rica and Jordan at this time?

Now I will give the floor to the distinguished
representative of Russian Federation. You have the
floor.
Mr. G. BARSEGOV (Russian Federation)
Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Distinguished delegate of Armenia, you have
the floor.

Mr Chairman, we really didn’t expect to have
to speak on agenda item 16, however the situation that
arose this morning in considering the expansion of the
Committee’s membership forces us to do so.

Ms. A. BAGHDASARYAN (Armenia) Thank
you Mr. Chairman. My delegation would like to
express its deep concern over the conduct of other
Azerbaijani delegation, which has recently become a
member of this Committee and the first time that
participating as a full member in this Committee and
yet brought to this body its unacceptable behaviour.
Armenia is an equal member of international
community and UN family and Azerbaijan position to
exclude Armenia from adhering to UN body simply on
the grounds of discrimination is outrageous. It goes
against the spirit of the UN and UN charter of treating
other UN members with respect and equal terms.

We all agree that the Committee has its
glorious traditions, which need to be cherished. Last
year we celebrated the 15th anniversary of this forum
and it confirmed everybody’s wish to remain
committed to these traditions but at the same time
develop joint activities with a view to ensuring space
research and peaceful uses of outer space. Therefore,
we suggest that representatives, both of countries
recently admitted to the Committee and those of
potential Member States, to show their commitment to
constructive ideas, which have shaped the glorious
50 year history of this Committee and are a key factor
which will define its future.

Azerbaijani delegation did not raise any
question which is in the competence of this body and
yet it tries to impede bid of Armenia simply by
misusing its membership. This is unacceptable from
my delegation and it should be unacceptable for all
other delegations for whom the UN ideas and values
are not mere matter of courtesy. Thank you
Mr. Chairman.

As regards political issues, in this forum they
are discussed only if they have a direct bearing on the
substantial subject matter of this Committee. We truly
hope that this session will reach consensus and make
the only correct decision which is to accede to all
applications for membership in this Committee. Thank
you Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Armenia for her statement. I have the
request from the distinguished representative of
Ecuador, you have the floor.
Ms. R. O. VÁSQUEZ OROZCO (Ecuador)
Thank you Mr. Chairman. I am going to speak on
behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean
States. The Group reiterates its support of the
candidatures proposed for membership in COPUOS.
It’s important that our region make a full contribution
to the peaceful uses of outer space for the benefit of
our nations. Therefore on behalf of GRULAC,
Mr. Chairman we would like to support the request of
Costa Rica, we hope that it will be favourably
considered today. Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Ecuador for her statement.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Russian Federation for his statement.
I have a request from the distinguished representative
of Chile to speak at this time. I will give the floor to the
representative of Chile, you have the floor.
Mr. A. LABBÉ (Chile) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. Since this is the first time that we have
taken the floor in this session. I would like to start by
conveying to you Sir, our heartfelt congratulations on
your election to this important position. We also
congratulate other members of the bureaux. I would
like to assure you and your colleagues of the most
committed cooperation on the parts of the delegation of
Chile in all of the activities in this important
Committee.
Mr. Chairman, we have listened with great
attention to the statement made by distinguished
delegate of Ecuador on behalf of GRULAC. The
delegation of Chile associates itself with that statement.
In all of it, but we have some of our own comments to
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make as well. First of all, our distinguished colleague
from the Russian Federation has referred to the
50 years of glorious tradition of COPUOS. These
50 years have been possible because of the spirit of
cooperation, the deep commitment, the spirit of
consensus, which has truly ruled throughout these
years within this forum and should prevail on this
occasion.
Our country views favourably the three
applications from 3 countries that would like to join the
Committee. We are convinced that each of these
candidates must be assessed on its own merits in terms
of the contributions made, can potentially be made to
COPUOS’s endeavours. In the case of Costa Rica, I
would like to particularly emphasize the age and
distinguished and highly commendable trajectory
followed by this country in all of its work related to the
issues that this Committee focuses on, particularly with
a focus on preserving international peace and security.
Chile, along with other countries including Costa Rica,
as a member of the Human Security Network and all of
our work in this and other fora seeks to promote
positive action, both within the United Nations system,
regional organizations through civil society, academia
and the private sector. The objective of promoting
peaceful uses of outer space. Therefore, Mr. Chairman,
we call on all delegations concerned in view of the
situation that arose this morning and humbly ask you to
put above all other considerations the objective of
strengthening
this
Committee,
strengthening
multilateralism, strengthening good practices and
cooperation among all of us, and once again to
favourably accept and support the applications for
membership and the statement made by Ecuador in that
regard. Thank you.

country. Especially the launching of the satellite and
the continuing efforts of Republic of Armenia and its
diaspora on this issue is a main reason why my country
cannot support the membership of this country. This is
our firm position, I kindly ask to respect the position of
my country and the working rules of the COPUOS.
Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Azerbaijan for his statement. Next
speaker is the distinguished representative of Romania,
you have the floor.
Mr. PRUNARIU (Romania) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. On behalf of my country and also as a
former Chairman of COPUOS, I am in full agreement
with most of the Member States that sustained the
positions and principles of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, and especially I fully
agree with the statement just made by the Russian
Federation.
COPUOS, it’s a platform for peaceful uses of
outer space and not a platform for debates on the
bilateral political problems of any of the Member
States. None of the members which apply for
COPUOS membership were banned by any
international organizations including the UN. Here in
the Committee, we accept members and they always
were analysed according only to the approach to the
problems connected with the peaceful uses of outer
space.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Chile for his statement. Next speaker
is the distinguished representative of Azerbaijan, you
have the floor.

We encourage the new already approved
members of COPUOS to ratify the agreements and
treaties of the UN connected with space activities. To
apply the provisions and in the spirit of cooperation,
act in the framework of this Committee. We fully
support the membership of all three members that
apply for new membership within COPUOS, including
Armenia. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Mr. HAJIZAD (Azerbaijan) Thank you very
much Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, throughout its
history, the Committee has been characterized by the
process of consensus. Today there is no consensus on
the membership application of the Republic of
Armenia.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Romania for his statement. Next
speaker is distinguished representative of Saudi Arabia,
you have the floor. Sorry, the next speaker is
distinguished representative of Germany, you have the
floor.

I have clearly expressed my countries position
on the issue. The breach of international law, the
principles of international law, the principles of the
charter of the United Nations by the Republic of
Armenia, and at the same time continuing activities of
the Republic of Armenia, using various means aimed at
preventing, impeding the space programmes of my

Mr. LÜDEKING (Germany) Thank you Mr.
Chairman and I’ve taken note of the previous
interventions and indeed there have been some
eloquent ones making the case for not politicizing the
work of this Committee. I believe that, or I know that
there are some bilateral problems which also exist in
the relationship between Armenia and Azerbaijan and I
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appreciate that these are still ongoing and have not
been resolved, however an approach which amounts to
keeping out Armenia is, I think, not a way to make
progress in solving those issues. I would also point to
the fact that it might be good for countries, even if they
have differing views, to join forces in a common cause,
and the common cause of this Committee is quite clear:
to promote the peaceful uses of outer space, and I don’t
think that there is any difference between Armenia and
Azerbaijan in, at least serving this particular goal.
That is why I would like to join the very
eloquent interventions earlier by Romania, Chile and
also the Russian Federation in advocating to reach
consensus on all three applications and to permit all
three countries to join our Committee, and I think it
would be only in the spirit of cooperation and fostering
good relationships and promoting hopefully also a
better relations where they don’t yet exist that this is to
be done. Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Germany for his statement. Next
speaker is the distinguished representative of Czech
Republic, you have the floor.
Mr. PAZOUREK (Czech Republic) Thank
you very much Mr. Chairman. I’ll be very brief.
The Czech Republic aligns itself with the
previous statements of Romania, Russia and Germany
and supports all three applications to the membership.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Czech Republic for his statement.
Next speaker is the distinguished representative of
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, you have the floor.
Mr. R. BECERRA (Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela) Thank you Mr. Chairman. We are deeply
concerned with the way this matter is being tackled.
None of our actions should infringe upon the interests
of any other States.
All of our interests are equal, we have the
equal rights, the equal obligations. This is a merely
procedural matter, that is to say, if the delegations have
formally applied for membership, have expressed their
wish to strengthen space activities, it is their right to be
here. That is the rule, that is the norm. Why are we
wasting time? Why are we addressing particular or
specific interests rather than general interests? Once
again, this is a procedural matter, if delegations have
fulfilled the required procedure, we have to accept.
Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Venezuela for his statement. Next
speaker is the distinguished representative of United
States of America, you have the floor.
Mr. K. HODGKINS (United States of
America) Thank you Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Chairman, my delegation would like to
join with others who have spoken before us in
expressing our great concern over the situation that
we’re now in. As others have noted, political problems
or bilateral problems that States might have, should be
taken up in other fora, COPUOS is not set up to serve
that purpose. So my delegation would support the
candidacies of all three countries and would like to be
able to move forward and reach consensus at this
session. Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of United States of America for his
statement. Next speaker is the distinguished
representative of Hungary, you have the floor.
Mr. G. SALLAI (Hungary) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. As I take the floor for the first time, let
me congratulate you on your chairmanship and assure
you on our full support.
My delegation also appreciates the force of the
three applicants and supports their COPUOS
membership. We think that this Committee must be
capable of making a decision on their candidatures
together as it happened in the past fifty years.
Therefore, Hungary also would like to echo what has
been said by most of the delegations here in the room,
namely the US, Romania, Russia, Germany and
Venezuela and some others, and calling on delegations
to come up with constructive ideas in the spirit of
compromise and cooperation on the peaceful use of
outer space. Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Hungary for his statement. Next I
have the request from the distinguished representative
of Portugal, you have the floor.
Mr. J. CRUZ (Portugal) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. As this is the first time that the
Portuguese delegation takes the floor, I would like to
express my satisfaction for seeing you chairing this
session of the Committee. I also would like to
congratulate
the
Secretariat
for
all
the
recommendations that has been prepared.
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I wish to echo other delegations that preceded
me expressing concern regarding the current situation
to say that the candidature of a given Member State
should be considered exclusively on its own merits as
regards the mandate of COPUOS. There are three
applications for membership that should be positively
considered.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Argentina for her statement. Next I
will give the floor to the distinguished representative of
China, you have the floor.

This situation is unprecedented and we should
avoid to politicise our deliberations, therefore the
Portuguese delegation believes that the solution is
possible and we invite delegations to swiftly find
satisfactory outcome. Thank you.

Mr. X. MA (China) Thank you Mr. Chairman.
As precisely mentioned by the distinguished delegates
representing Group of 77 and China, Chinese
delegation supports the three countries to become the
members of COPUOS, at the same time we would like
to treasure hope that with the common efforts of all the
State parties, we will find a solution acceptable to all
parties. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Portugal for his statement. Next I
have a request from the distinguished representative of
Italy, you have the floor.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of China for his statement. I recognize
the distinguished representative of Switzerland, you
have the floor.

Ms. A. PASTORELLI (Italy) Thank you very
much Mr. Chair. In joining previous delegations, my
delegation would also like to express support for the
three candidatures in front of us as COPUOS is a
forum for exchanging information and enhanced
cooperation for peaceful uses of outer space, hence it is
an important technical body of UN and we would like
to keep it as such, and not to politicise the discussions
of this forum. Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.

Ms. N. ARCHINARD (Switzerland) Thank
you Chairman. The Swiss delegation would like to join
the majority of the delegations proceeding it and we
would like to reiterate our support for the candidacies
of the three countries applying to join, that is Armenia,
Costa Rica and Jordan.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Italy for her statement. Next I have
the request from the distinguished representative of
France, you have the floor.
Mr. M. HUCTEAU (France) Thank you
Chair. In brief we would like to adjoin Romania, Chile,
Russia, Germany, the Czech Republic, the US,
Hungary, Portugal, Italy endorsing the candidacy of
these three countries which wish to join COPUOS.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of France for his statement. I will give
the distinguished representative of Argentina, you have
the floor.
Ms. G. HUARTE (Argentina) Thank you
Chair. You know that a regional statement has already
been made by the Group of 77 and China and by
GRULAC as well, and apart that statement, our
delegation would like to join the spirit of the statement
which has been pronounced by the Russian Federation.
We believe that we must keep our minds open
when it comes to membership of the Committee and
would like to join those States calling for endorsement
of the new applicants. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Switzerland for her intervention. I
will give the floor to the distinguished representative of
Mexico, you have the floor.
Mr. F. ROMERO VÁZQUEZ (Mexico) The
Mexican delegation in turn, would also like to endorse
the three applicant countries along with the majority of
States present here. Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Mexico for his statement. Next, I will
give the floor to the distinguished representative of
Canada, you have the floor.
Mr. J. CHOUINARD (Canada) Thank you
Mr. Chairman, I would like my delegation to go on
record in the spirit of the comments of my predecessors
except one that Canada also support the three
candidates to become member of the COPUOS
Committee. Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Canada for his statement. Next I have
the request from distinguished representative of Iraq,
you have the floor.
Mr. A. A. NAOUM (Iraq) Thank you
Chairman. I would like to inform you that my
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delegation agrees with all the other delegations which
have supported the applications of the three States,
Jordan, Costa Rica and Armenia, Thank you.

adopted last year, 66/71, where it is clearly stated how
the General Assembly makes a decision in this case.
Thank you very much.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Iraq for his statement. Yes I noticed
that the United Kingdom, I will give the floor to the
distinguished representative of United Kingdom, you
have the floor.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the Secretariat for
his answer as you’ve clarified it.

Mr. R. CROWTHER (United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland) Thank you Chair.
Also in the spirit of the previous comments, the UK
would also support the candidacy of the three current
applicants to join the Committee.

Mr. R. LÜDEKING (Germany) Thank you
very much Mr. Chairman. My intervention’s prompted
by what Niklas Hedman has just said. I think it’s a
proud tradition that this Committee has worked by
consensus and that’s why I think it would be
appropriate to go the extra mile to achieve consensus.
Of course I would assume that in the final analysis, if
we don’t reach consensus here, then maybe subject
matter could also be raised in the General Assembly or
elsewhere but having listened to the interventions
which have been made, I think, to put it bluntly, that
let’s say, a vote in a General Assembly could be easily
predicted in a matter as the one that is before us
regarding the three applications. However I don’t think
that this would be appropriate, that this would indeed
cast a shadow over this Committee and therefore I
would like to encourage you to pursue consultations to
try to see and explore the possibilities of arriving at a
consensus, despite intervention just made by the
distinguished representative of Azerbaijan that we
should strive to achieve it and maybe come back to the
point somewhat later in the proceeding and hopefully
with a suggestion that will allow us to achieve
consensus o” the applications. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of the United Kingdom for his
statement. Are there any other delegations wishing to
speak at this time? I see none.
Distinguished delegates, thank you for your
patience. I have the request from the distinguished
representative of Chile, you have the floor.
Mr.
LABBÉ
(Chile)
Thank
you
Mr. Chairman, I have a question and as we all know,
the COPUOS reports to the General Assembly via the
fourth Committee, am I correct if I say that the rules of
procedure of the General Assembly should be
applicable to the COPUOS in so far as subsidiary body
to the General Assembly? Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Chile for his statement.
Distinguished delegates, Secretariat will
respond to your question thank you. Niklas, you have
the floor.
Mr. N. HEDMAN (Secretary) Thank you
Mr. Chairman, yes in order to answer the question put
by the distinguished delegate of Chile, the Committee
reports to the fourth Committee of the General
Assembly. The General Assembly makes the final
decision. Now, the Committee is under the rules and
procedures of the General Assembly in many of its
matter, but the Committee has, over the fifty years of
its existence, developed its own rules and procedures
as well, for which the rule of consensus is one of the
most important rules that this Committee abides by.
We don’t have voting in the Committee. Having said
that, any membership issue is recommended by the
Committee for a decision by the General Assembly, so
this is how it is dealt with, and delegations might wish
to also look into the General Assembly resolution

I recognize the distinguished representative of
Germany, you have the floor.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Germany for his statement. I have the
request from distinguished representative of South
Africa, you have the floor.
Mr. A. SEPTEMBER (South Africa) Thank
you Chair, just for the record, South Africa just would
like to echo all the previous delegates that endorsed the
candidacy of the three countries. Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of South Africa for his statement. Since
we have many statements from the Member States but
still we may need some time, so I will defer this
discussion tomorrow morning, we will have some more
time to have consultations. If you can allow me, I will
do so.
I will give the floor to distinguished
representative of Armenia, you have the floor.
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Ms. A. BAGHDASARYAN (Armenia) Thank
you Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank all
delegations for their support. As my delegation’s
understanding is that the Committee facing
unprecedented crisis the first time, my delegation
would like to request the Chairman to engage in the
consultation with regional groups and countries who
present their bid in order to find an appropriate way out
from the situation, otherwise this Committee will
create a precedent which will undermine international
cooperation across the UN and other international
organizations. At this stage, the reputation of the
Committee is at stake, we expect appropriate action of
the chairmanship. Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Armenia for her statement.
I will give the floor to the distinguished representative
of Azerbaijan, you have the floor.
Mr. A. HAJIZADA (Azerbaijan) Thank you
very much Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Chairman, I also thank the delegations
who has expressed their views on the issue. As some
issues were raised especially that this is an
unprecedented issue, this has never happened, and also
this is a politicization. I would like to make some
remarks on this issue.
First of all I would like to note that this is not a
politicization of the work of the COPUOS, this is a
concern of my country and deriving from this concern I
have expressed our position on the membership of
Armenia, and I am against, my country is against to
consider the membership as a package, that those
membership applications has been endorsed separately
and at the same time I would like to note that if the
regional group would like to endorse the chairmanship
of Armenia it should be within the Eastern European
group, which the agreement should be also achieved by
consensus.
That is the first issue, I’m not going to go into
the details of the history of the COPUOS and I would
like just to note that this is not the first time that
COPUOS cannot reach a decision on a membership.
Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Azerbaijan for his statement. We will
bring this issue to be discussed tomorrow morning.

Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
proceed with our consideration of the agenda of the
Committee for its 56th session.
I have asked the Secretariat to address with the
Committee some ideas that we have been discussing
related to the agenda of the Committee so that
delegations can reflect upon.
With your permission, I now give the floor to
the Secretary of the Committee, Mr. Hedman. You
have the floor.
Mr. N. HEDMAN (Secretary) Thank you
Mr. Chairman. Distinguished delegates, the Chair and I
have discussed certain issues that it’s not a formal
proposal, it’s more to trigger thought among
delegations in dealing with the agenda for the next
session of our Committee. Delegations have received
the discussion paper submitted in conference room
paper 4 by the Chair, and delegations might wish to
check the last paragraph, paragraph 38 of that
document where the Chair puts forward some ideas
that the Committee should possibly look into any
means of harmonizing agenda items as appropriate, and
I will come back to that a little bit later.
Likewise, that the Committee might wish to
look into this particular issue of the agenda in the
context also of what we are discussing on organization
of work and to maximize the output of the Committee,
vis-à-vis other intergovernmental forums and bodies
dealing with development agenda for instance, And the
Chair in his paper also raised in particular since its
upcoming, the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development but also beyond that, the
emerging 2015 development agenda.
Distinguished delegates, just for your thought
and we, as the Chair said, we will come back to the
agenda of the 56th session of the Committee to be held
in 2013, we will get back to that tomorrow. There are
some thoughts that the Chair and I have discussed in
this regard. We have two items on the agenda that deal
with challenges to humanity, to sustainable
development and I’m referring to the item, Space and
water, and Space and climate change. If delegations
recall the fiftieth anniversary declaration that was
adopted last year by the General Assembly, there was a
concern raised by the Member States of the General
Assembly to the effect that space technology has a lot
to offer in addressing challenges of climate change and
to food security and global health. Of course as we
have heard through many statements during this
session of the Committee, there are several such
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challenges related to climate change that have been
addressed by many delegations.

reflected in paragraph 5 of the report of the Working
Group of the Whole in annex I to the SGSC report.

The overall management of water, water
management as we call, disasters, the impact of
disasters, agriculture and food security and the effect of
disasters, climate change upon global health. So the
Chair and I was thinking, and we are mainly thinking
loud in this respect, that the item, Space and water,
which is a very important topic to discuss in this
Committee is also closely related to space and climate
change.

There is another qualification here, and that is
that the Working Group of the Whole agreed to this
new path for next year and forth coming years with a
view to discussing ways and means of assisting the
Subcommittee, and that means the Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee and the Committee in future
activities that could be considered appropriate in
relation to results of the Rio+20 Conference.

The idea that we put forward is that current
topics based on water will not be retained on the
agenda next year. At the same time, under the item,
Space and climate change, the issue of space and
water, the issue of food security, the issue of global
health and other challenges to humanity that are
effected also by climate change could be addressed. So
Space and climate change would be a main item where
several of these present and emerging challenges could
be brought up. This is just an idea that the Chair and I
wish delegation to just think about and then we will
come back to this and hear your views when we bring
up the issue again tomorrow morning.
Now, by doing this move to the agenda, we
would also reach another, I would say objective, or
endeavour, and that is to possibly streamline the
agenda by having one item being kicked out, if I put it
that way. But please consider this possibility, it’s just
an idea put forward and you may wish to come to
another conclusion, but just an idea.
Similarly, it could also be an idea to rephrase a
title of a certain agenda item that I will bring up for
your consideration in a minute. It could be seen as a
way together with not retaining Space and water next
year, but it also, if delegations wish to retain Space and
water it could also be a separate, alternative idea.
Delegations may recall that the Working
Group of the Whole under the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee, agreed at its session this year in
February, to focus on the outcome of the Rio+20
Conference at its next meetings in 2013, and that
particular endeavour of the Working Group of the
Whole would be done under its current topic,
Implementation of the
recommendations of
UNISPACE III. But the Working Group of the Whole
will not deal with implementation of the UNISPACE
III, it would rather focus its attention on the use of
space technology and how we deal with outcome of the
Rio+20 Conference, and for your information, this is

Now, the reason I am bringing this up for your
consideration and reflection is that as delegations
know, we have the current agenda item of the
Committee, Implementation of the recommendations of
the Third United Nations Conference on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
(UNISPACE III) and all delegations are familiar with
this long-standing item.
The idea that the Chair and I would like you to
reflect upon is any possibility of broadening this item,
it could either be within the context of UNISPACE III
that the Committee brings up space technology for
sustainable development. It could also be that the item
be rephrased and not to include UNISPACE III but
broaden it in its title and have it directly linked to the
use of space technology for sustainable development.
But this is of course open and the Chair and I would
appreciate if delegations think about this two ideas that
we have put forward. Namely, possibility of merging
or harmonizing certain items of the agenda, also in
view of organizational work, and to give room for the
Committee to also look into the outcome of the Rio+20
Conference and beyond.
So Mr. Chairman, having said that, this I ask
some ideas that I know that you Mr. Chairman and I
have been discussing and we would appreciate if
delegations just think about this and we will have a
discussion then tomorrow when we bring up the
agenda of the Committee for its next coming session in
2013. Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN I Thank you Mr. Hedman
for your explanation and proposal. Are there any
delegations wishing to take the floor at this time?
I think you may need some time to think about
this Mr. Hedman and my proposal and next year’s
agenda item, so if you will allow me, me will have the
further discussion tomorrow morning. Is that
acceptable for you. Thank you very much for your
cooperation.
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Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
proceed with our consideration of organizational
matters. Delegations will recall that matter relating to
organizational work reflected in our last year’s report
and in the respective report of the Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee and Legal Subcommittee on
their session area this year.
I would now like to proceed, again this
organizational matter, is there any delegation wishing
to speak under this agenda item at this time? I see
none.
We will therefore continue our consideration
of agenda item 16, Other matters, tomorrow morning.
Now I would like to return to the distinguished
representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
for the agenda item 15 for his statement. I will give the
floor to the distinguished representative of Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela, you have the floor.
Mr. R. BECERRA (Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela) Thank you Mr. Chairman. The delegation
of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela would like to
thank you for the document entitled, “Next phase in
global governance in space research and utilization”,
we welcome all the initiatives that promote
constructive discussion towards strengthening the work
of COPUOS. In that regard, efforts should be focussed
on making COPUOS the principle decision-making
forum in everything to do with the peaceful uses of
outer space, for that it will be necessary to create
mechanisms for interaction within the entire system of
the United Nations and intergovernmental international
organizations that have competency in these matters.
Also we should consider, when we talk about
the peaceful use of outer space, such peaceful use
should become the central element in everything
COPUOS does. Apart from international cooperation
and exchange of information, we must avoid at all
costs the deployment of any type of armaments in outer
space. We need better interaction with the first
committee of the General Assembly and the conference
on disarmament.
To achieve these objectives, it is necessary to
have as a reference point, an up-to-date legal
framework which clearly proclaims outer space to be
the common heritage of humankind to be safeguarded
by States for the current and future generations.
With regard to the issue of the long-term
sustainability of outer space activities, We must
continue these discussions in inter-State format, which

maintains a quality and balance for the interests of all
humankind. We see with concern the lack of
geographic representation of certain regional groups in
working groups. Therefore we ask COPUOS, the
UNOOSA, to give priority to the funding of experts
coming from emerging countries.
We have every faith in that your initiative and
your efforts will allow us to reach a reference
framework of a global scale that would let the
Committee work for the nations of the whole world.
Thank you very much Mr. Chairman
The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for
his statement.
Distinguished delegates, I will shortly adjourn
this meeting. Before doing so, I would like to inform
delegates of our schedule of work for tomorrow
morning.
We will meet promptly at 10.00 a.m. At that
time, we will be open and conclude agenda item 5,
General exchange of views, to hear a statement by a
delegation. We will continue and hopefully conclude
our consideration of agenda item 14, Use of space
technology in the United Nations system agenda item
15, Future role of the Committee, and agenda item 16,
Other matters.
There will be two technical presentations
tomorrow morning: by a representative of Japan
entitled “International Cooperation Among ISS
Partners and Japan’s Contribution and Activities”, and
by
a representative of Indonesia entitled “Space-based
data for climate change and Earth observation in
Indonesia”.
Expert group D on Regulatory Regime and
Guidance for Actors in the Space Arena of the
Working Group on the Long-term Sustainability of
Outer Space Activities will meet from 9.00 a.m. to
1.00 p.m. in the meeting room MOE100.
There will be a meeting on the African
Leadership Conference, held tomorrow, from 9.00 a.m.
to 10.00 a.m. in room MOE19. Delegations of States of
the African Group are welcomed to attend.
There will also be a meeting of the Group of
Latin American and the Caribbean States with the
European Union representatives from 9.30 a.m. to
10.30 a.m. in room MOE27.
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Are there any questions to this proposed
schedule?
I recognize the distinguished representative of
Venezuela, you have the floor.
Mr. R. BECERRA (Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela) Thank you Mr. Chairman. I have no
questions regarding the subjects proposed for
tomorrow, just through you I’d like to ask Mr. Niklas
to whom we are very grateful for his work always, with
regard to other matter, the issue of observers. I would
like to recall that the Secretariat spoke to us about the
evolution that took place with regard to the work of
observers in this room and the commitment we took in
terms of the timeline that was given for observers to
accomplish all of the procedures required for joining,
3-4 years. We’ve followed that process very closely,
with great attention and want to continue working on
the methodology for evaluating the work of observers
in this room, in this forum because we see there are
many observers that do not attend or are not
contributing or are not making relevant statements or
relevant contributing, of course there are others who
are making a very substantial contribution, which is
very valuable. So we have followed this very closely,
and maybe tomorrow the Secretariat could report to us
as to what has transpired to date in that regard and
share with us how that process continues, how that
situation evolves and maybe provide us with
assistance, information material so that we can be
totally in the know. Thank you very much
Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN I thank the distinguished
representative of Venezuela for his questions, are there
any other delegations wishing to speak at this time?
Now I would like to adjourn the meeting until
10.00 a.m. tomorrow morning. Thank you very much
distinguished delegates.

