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The meeting was called to order at 10.16 a.m.

The CHAIRMAN:
Good morning
distinguished delegates, I now declare open the 913th
meeting of the Legal Subcommittee of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.
This morning we will reopen and hopefully
conclude our consideration of agenda item 5, Status
and Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space. We will also continue and hopefully
conclude our consideration of agenda item 13,
Proposals to the Committee for New Items to be
Considered by the Subcommittee. I will then suspend
our meeting so that the Working Groups on the Status
and Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space, and on Matters Related to the Definition
and Delimitation of Outer Space can hold their final
meetings, with a view of adopting their reports.
We will then reconvene to conclude our
consideration of agenda item 5, Status and Application
of the Five United Nations Treaties on Outer Space,
with a view to endorsing the report of the Working
Group on the Status and Application of the Five United
Nations Treaties on Outer Space, contained in
document PRE/L.1.
We will also conclude our consideration of
agenda item 6(a), the Definition and Delimitation of
Outer Space, with a view to endorsing the report of the
Working Group on the Definition and Delimitation of
Outer Space, contained in document BEF/L.1.
Status and application of the five United Nations
treaties on outer space (agenda item 5)
I would now like to reopen agenda item 5,
Status and Application of the Five United Nations
Treaties on Outer Space, so that the Director of the
Office for Outer Space Affairs, can make a statement.

Ms. S. DI PIPPO (Director, Office for Outer
Space Affairs): Thank you Mr. Chairman. The Office
for Outer Space Affairs takes note of the concerns
raised by the delegations of the Republic of Korea and
the statement by Japan concerning the recent
notification of the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea of the establishment of a National Registry of
the Objects Launched into Outer Space, in accordance
with Article II of the Registration Convention, and of
the establishment of a National Focal Point for the
Registration of Space Objects, pursuant to paragraph
2(c) of General Assembly resolution 62/101 of 17
December 2007.
The notification received from the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea was disseminated as
T/SG/SER.3/INF/31. The Office would like to inform
the Subcommittee that it immediately communicated
the notification to the Executive Office of the
Secretary-General, EOSG, the Office of Legal Affairs,
OLA, the Department for Political Affairs, DPA, and
the Coordinator of the 1874 Panel of Experts of the
Security Council for their attention.
The Office would also like to inform the
Subcommittee that the statements of the Republic of
Korea and Japan delivered on 14 April 2015 have
already been communicated to those Offices, as well as
the Coordinator of the 1874 Panel of Experts of the
Security Council.
Based on the advice received from these
Offices, we wish to remind the Subcommittee that the
Secretary-General’s and our Office’s function with
respect to notifications from States Parties to the
Registration Convention and member States is an
administrative and technical function. In this regard, it
has been the established practice of this Office not to
add information of the nature indicated by the Republic
of Korea to the notification concerned. In the light of
this, we wish to note that the Office for Outer Space
Affairs is not in a position to post notices on its website
as requested.

Ms. Di Pippo, you have the floor.
Thank you.

COPUOS
Page 2
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the Director of
the Office for her statement.
Are there delegations wishing to comment?
I see the Republic of Korea.
Mr. Y. LEE (Republic of Korea): Thank you
Mr. Chairman. Good morning to everybody.
First of all, I sincerely thank you Madam
Director Di Pippo for the kind and in-depth
explanations under the point raised by my delegation
with respect to the registration and circulation of the
Space Object and National Registry of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea.
Mr. Chairman, my delegation should like to
add up more for the reasons why we have to raise these
issues and call on the Secretariat to change this
unjustified practice helping gloss over the
internationally condemned illegal act as a normal and
peaceful outer space activity and furthermore to be
used as a possible basis of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea’s unfounded argument that such a
launching act by the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea is based on universally recognized legitimate
right of sovereign States.
Mr. Chairman, the launching act by the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is clearly an
internationally wrongful act in violation of
international binding legal norms and entails the
Democratic
People’s
Republic
of
Korea’s
responsibility in accordance with relevant principles of
State responsibility, the consequences of which is to reestablish the situation which existed before the
wrongful act was committed as well as to ensure the
continued duty of performance, in particular of the
Security Council resolutions, cessation and nonrepetition of such an illegal act.
According to the principles of responsibility
of international organizations, as surely the United
Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs is a part of such
international organizations, it shall not assist or aid the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in the
commission of an internationally wrongful act.
Such registration and circulation by the
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs seem to
have resulted in supporting the keeping of the illegal
consequences as a fait accompli and making more
difficult the elimination and prevention of such illegal
consequences by way of helping strengthen the

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea argument that
such a launching is a normal and legal space
development-related act based on its sovereignty on the
use of outer space.
And furthermore, even to
encourage such illegal acts in the near future, I would
not like to ask the Secretariat to assess the legality of
all the applications of space object registrations, but at
least, such act decided already as illegal by the
competent authority in the United Nations system
should not be subject to such registrations without any
caveat on such illegality.
Mr. Chairman, let me show you why not to do
so by the Secretariat. The serious matter that would
arise with the registration process by the Secretariat for
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea would be
to de facto or actually recognize the jurisdiction and
control by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
over the so-called space object, even including its
launching vehicle that, according to Article VIII of the
Outer Space Treaty should be returned to the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea with the
assistance of other States whenever found beyond its
border, which clearly to be contrary to the Security
Council resolutions 1718 and 1874 adopted under
Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter prevailing
over any other international commitments including the
Registration Convention, and clearly ordering not to
give any assistance for the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea arms development and its
maintenance.
Mr. Chairman, the Secretariat is now sincerely
requested to consider such a case in a manner with the
overall United Nations policy perspective and,
whenever involved, with coordination for consistent
measures on a specific case so that the United Nations
should not, in one hand, sanction an entity to be banned
for international communication, and, in the other
hand, publish the alias of such entity as the focal point
for such communication. These are some reasons why
our work will not be confined and self-contained into
space law only, in particular the plain letters of the
Registration Convention, but incessantly have to
communicate together with overall international legal
order and policy, as I commented during our
deliberations on capacity-building of space law.
Following this line of reasoning, my
delegation once again requests the Secretariat to post a
formal notice, along with the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea’s registration information on the
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs website,
quoting the relevant content of the Secretary-General’s
letter and the 2014 report of the 1718 Panel of Experts
__________(?) Committees.
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And, in addition, as I listened to what the
Madam Director has explained, but, however, Madam
Director did not mention about the registration
separated in 2013 January circulated a __________(?)
and circulated by the United Nations Office for Outer
Space Affairs not commented and explained.
Additionally, I already requested Madam Director to
explain also on the matter involving 2013 January
registration and circulation of a space object of North
Korea, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate of the Republic of Korea for his statement.
Are there any other delegations wishing to
speak?
I see none.
I give the floor to the Director.
Ms. S. DI PIPPO (Director, Office for Outer
Space Affairs): Thank you Mr. Chairman. Thank you
very much Republic of Korea for your statement. Let
me reiterate the fact that the statement I have just read
has been cleared by the Office of the Secretary-General
and all the other offices I just mentioned, including the
Office of Legal Affairs, the Department for Political
Affairs, and obviously the Panel of Experts of the
Security Council. The statement I read has been
cleared by them.

I see no other delegations wishing to speak.
Therefore, I suspend our considerations under agenda
item 5, Status and Application of the Five United
Nations Treaties on Outer Space, pending discussions
of the Working Group on the Status and Application of
the Five United Nations Treaties on Outer Space.
Proposals to the Committee on new items for
consideration by the Subcommittee (agenda item
13)
Distinguished delegates, I would now
like to continue our consideration of agenda item 13,
Proposals to the Committee on New Items for
Consideration by the Subcommittee. And following
the discussions we held yesterday and the results
achieved during these discussions, the agenda proposed
for the next session is the agenda as we have today plus
the two new single issue items for discussion, one on
“Exchange of Views on Legal Aspects of Space Traffic
Management”, and the other one “Exchange of Views
on the Application of International Law to Small
Satellite Activities”.
Are there any delegations wishing to take the
floor to discuss the agenda for next year, as outlined
right now?
I see none.
We have, therefore,
consideration of agenda item 13.

concluded

our

Japan.
Secondly, I understand that you would like us
to do what you were requesting, asked to do, but
considering the current situation, my suggestion is that
you apply to the Secretary-General and the Office of
Legal Affairs for further clarification on the matter.
For what your last point is concerned, so the
dissemination of the information on the registration of
objects dated back 2015, I can assure that you that at
that time, the Office did exactly the same, that I did
this time, so it was requested, the Office requested an
official clearance from both the Executive Office of the
Secretary-General and the Office of Legal Affairs and
what was done by the Office for Outer Space Affairs at
that time was based on instruction received from New
York.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the Director for
her statement.

Mr. F. TANAKA (Japan): Thank you Mr.
Chairman. Also, we would like to support the German
proposal on the “Exchange of Views on the Concept of
Space Traffic Management”. Now the title has been
slightly changed as “Exchange of Views on the Legal
Aspects of Space Traffic Management”, as well as the
Brazilian proposal on the “Exchange of Views on the
Application of International Law on Small Satellite
Activities”. Rapidly increasing actors and the range of
activities in outer space has led to the congested orbital
environments which urgently requires our collective
actions in order to maintain and enhance the safe and
long sustainable use of outer space.
My delegation, in this respect, thinks the
scientific and technological aspects of space traffic
management is also as critical as legal aspects and we
are ready to contribute to the works here in the Legal
Subcommittee in manners that could facilitate the work
in the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee in
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engaging in the finalizing of guidelines on long
sustainability.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate of Japan for his statement.
Any other statements under agenda item 13?

We have, therefore, concluded our
consideration of agenda item 13, Proposals to the
Committee for New Items to be Considered by the
Subcommittee.
Distinguished delegates, I will now suspend
this meeting so that the Working Group on the Status
and Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space can conduct its final meeting with a view
to adopting its report.

Brazil.
Mr. A. J. RYPL (Brazil): Thank you Mr.
Chairman. I would just like to put forward a small
request to the Secretariat for a correction. I realize that
the website still says that Rev.1 says “submission by
Brazil” and it should read “submission by GRULAC”.
And there is a small amendment to the title there. OK,
just in the interest of fairness.

This meeting will be followed by the final
meeting of the Working Group on the Definition and
Delimitation of Outer Space with a view to adopting its
report.
We will then reconvene with a view to
endorsing these Working Groups reports and
concluding our consideration of agenda items 5 and
6(a).

Thank you.
Are there any questions?
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
delegate of Brazil.
The Secretariat has taken note and will make
the requested revisions.
Any other delegation wishing to speak?
I see none.

So we suspend this meeting and we reconvene
as the Working Group on the Status and Application of
the Five United Nations Treaties on Outer Space in
order to hold our final meeting.
The meeting was suspended at 10.35 a.m.

