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Chairman: Mr. T. Brisibe (Nigeria)
The meeting was called to order at 3.12 p.m.
It is so decided.
The CHAIRMAN:
Good afternoon
distinguished delegates. I now declare open the 862nd
meeting of the Legal Subcommittee of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

General exchange of views (agenda item 3)

This afternoon we will continue our
consideration of agenda item 3, General Exchange of
Views, and agenda item 4, Status and Application of
the Five United Nations Treaties on Outer Space. We
will also continue, and hopefully conclude, our
consideration of agenda item 9, Examination and
Review of the Developments Concerning the Protocol
to the Convention on International Interests in Mobile
Equipment on Matters Specific to Space Assets.

Are there any speakers, any delegations
wishing to take the floor on the general exchange of
views at this time?

The Working Group on Matters Relating to
the Definition and Delimitation of Outer Space will
then hold its first meeting.
I would like to remind delegations to provide
the Secretariat with any additional requests for
technical presentations by close of business today.
I also remind delegations that speaking notes
for technical presentations should be provided to
facilitate simultaneous interpretation.
Distinguished delegates, I have also received a
communication from Côte d’Ivoire indicating its
interest to attend this current session and participate in
the meetings of the Legal Subcommittee as observer.
I would, therefore, suggest that, in conformity
with past practice, we invite this delegation to attend
the current session and to address the Subcommittee as
appropriate. This is, of course, without prejudice to
further requests of this nature and does not involve any
decision of the full Committee concerning status.
If there is no objection, we will proceed
accordingly.

Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue our consideration of item 3 on our agenda.

Yes, I see the distinguished delegate of
Greece.
(Greece)
Mr.
V.
CASSAPOGLOU
(interpretation from French): Thank you Chairman.
Good afternoon one and all.
I just wanted to add one thing to what I said
this morning in relation to the organizational
considerations before our Committee and its two
Subcommittees. It has been a long time, almost 10
years now, that Greece suggested cutting down to
seven working days the actual duration of the two
sessions of the two Subcommittees and of the Plenary
because it is for most countries, not just Greece, which
is suffering from the economic crisis, everyone is
suffering, not just the Mediterranean countries, and,
indeed, this might well also travel upwards towards the
north of Europe and its unfair for States to pay for what
I have always been calling tourist diplomacy.
Dear friends, I do not want to expound further
on the meaning of this term which I have been using
for so long now for my compatriots and for our
European associates and colleagues from around the
world. So once again, I would like to confirm and
restate this Greek proposal because this would entail
savings. We would be saving time in the natural sense
of the word and if we save time, we would be more
effective, more efficient in our use of time.
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If you wish, I could also add a condition, as
long as we do not start the negotiation of new treaties.
If that should have to happen, then we can go back to
our two weeks stretch. But I really do feel that we do
have to cut down on the time allotted to make for
savings.
Three years ago, when I put this issue to the
forum, a representative of the Administrative Services
of Vienna came into the room with a long volume to
prove to us that if we cut down the meetings of the
three bodies by one week’s time, and here I am
referring to both the Subcommittees and the Plenary,
he said there would be no savings made because the
cost of interpretation is the same whether it is one week
or two weeks, etc. I cannot really understand the
calculations made. It is a bit too high-wire acrobatics
for me. So I indeed do not know whether we have to
refer to representatives of the Secretary-General
because they might be privatizing right, left and centre
but I really do think we have to come back to this
issue. I will not be here as from the day after
tomorrow but our proposal and suggestion stands and
please do re-discuss this matter. I think that when we
come back in June we will be able then to decide once
and for all on just one week’s worth of our work, five
working days.
Thank you very much for bearing with me.
Have a nice afternoon.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
representative of Greece for his statement.
Are there any other speakers on the general
exchange of views at this time?
I see none.
We will, therefore, continue our consideration
of agenda item 3, General Exchange of Views,
tomorrow morning.
Status and application of the five United Nations
treaties on outer space (agenda item 4)
Distinguished delegates, I would now like to
continue our consideration of agenda item 4, Status and
Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space.
I do not have any speakers on my list with
respect to this item so I will put the question to
delegations.

If there are any who would wish to make a
statement under this agenda item at this afternoon’s
meeting?
I see none.
We will, therefore, continue our consideration
of agenda item 4, Status and Application of the Five
United Nations Treaties on Outer Space, tomorrow
morning.
Examination and review of the developments
concerning the Protocol to the Convention on
International Interests in Mobile Equipment on
Matters Specific to Space Assets (agenda item 9)
I would now like to, distinguished delegates,
continue, and hopefully conclude, our consideration of
agenda item 9, Examination and Review of the
Developments Concerning the Protocol to the
Convention on International Interests in Mobile
Equipment on Matters Specific to Space Assets.
The first speaker on my
distinguished representative of France.

list

is

the

Mr. G. DUFRESNE (France) (interpretation
from French): I thank you Chairman. It is the first
time that my delegation is speaking before we
officially speak in our national capacity tomorrow. We
would like to say that we congratulate you and
extending to the fact that we are happy to see you in
the Chair.
We would like to make some comments to
start off with. I would also like to thank the
delegations which spoke this morning and sharing with
us the very latest developments in respect of the Berlin
Protocol of March 2012. We would like to recall that
the French delegation very actively participated in the
work of this Conference on the Space Protocol in 2012
in Berlin, in particular to ensure that this proper
consistency with State commitments as per the various
United Nations outer space treaties which are of direct
concern to us here in COPUOS and which also relate to
the ITU work as concerns the authorizations to make
use of orbital positions and frequencies.
However, I would like to recall that this
Protocol remains an instrument of international private
law, outside of the strictly United Nations context of
the major space treaties and actually is more closely
related to the work of the UNIDROIT Ad Hoc Forum.
Similarly, Chairman, my delegation believes it
is important to ensure the streamlining and the
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optimization of our work and to properly focus our
discussion on the priorities and debates which most
directly link up to this forum and its mandate.
With regard to the Berlin Protocol, for
example, we agreed last year, when we sat last time in
the Legal Subcommittee, that we would be extending,
prolonging the exchange of views on this Protocol for a
one year period. Several delegations, and this is also
going to be one of the points in our declaration
tomorrow morning, several delegations stressed the
efficiency of our work. We believe that it would be
timely and advisable and quite possible to envisage for
this Legal Subcommittee to have a more limited
agenda and this, if we especially stress the items which
are directly linked to the binding or non-binding United
Nations legal instruments on outer space. And in this
connection, I would like to note that before us we have
a very interesting proposal which was very briefly
presented yesterday by Japan.
In this context, we believe that it would be
advisable to, at the most, restrict ourselves to a strictly
reporting to the Legal Subcommittee on the
developments of the UNIDROIT Protocol, the
developments of which, once again, I would like to say
are mostly strictly related to those in a different forum,
and consequently, give the heavy work that we have in
the upcoming years, especially because of the followup work in the Legal Subcommittee of the LTS
Group’s results as well as those of the Working Group
on the Mechanism of International Cooperation. We
would like to have the striking of this item of the
agenda on UNIDROIT work as a stand-alone item.
However, if the Legal Subcommittee felt that
it would be necessary to have any reporting take place
on UNIDROIT work, this could be lodged under
another agenda item which would remain to be
determined.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
representative of France for his statement.
Are there any other delegations wishing to
make a statement under this agenda item 9 at this
afternoon’s meeting?
I give the floor to the
representative of the United States.

information and reporting by delegations under this
agenda item and we agree with France that the item
should continue as an opportunity for additional
reporting by delegations but do not necessarily see the
need for additional substantive work by the
Subcommittee at this time.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
representative of the United States for his statement
and give the floor to the distinguished representative of
Greece.
Mr.
V.
CASSAPOGLOU
(Greece)
(interpretation from French): Thank you very much
Mr. Chairman. Sorry to take the floor again but it
seems to me that the suggestion just made by my
distinguished colleague from France is entirely
satisfactory in terms of the effort that we witnessed, the
effort to improve the organizational structure of this
Subcommittee’s work. We fully agree with this idea of
insisting on the right that we have here and now to
make decisions and they are not entirely in agreement
with my United States colleague. Under agenda item
13, we have certain proposals for new items but also
conversely we can suggest reducing the number of
items. So we have this right to do that and have that
decision confirmed in the Plenary session in June.
If I may, I would like to make the same
proposal with regard to item 7 and item 11 of the
agenda. We really have to look for savings, substantial
cost savings. As my French colleague just said, we
have to be apprised of the necessary information
through the Secretariat, electronically, it is entirely
possible. Our UNIDROIT colleagues can do that and
the Federal Republic of Germany, if I am not mistaken,
is the depositary anyway.
I thank you and I apologize if I made a
mistake there but in any case, UNIDROIT can do that,
inform us on a timely basis and we do not need that on
the agenda. The agenda needs to be streamlined. It
must be tighter if we are to be efficient. We should not
overindulge in having a _______(?) agenda which
would undermine the very reason for the existence of
this Subcommittee. Our reason for existence, raison
d’etre, if you will, is results-based and we should focus
on results.

distinguished

Mr. B. ISRAEL(?) (United States of
America): Thank you Mr. Chairman. The United
States certainly appreciates the exchange of

Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
representative of Greece for his statement and I should
give the floor to the distinguished representative of
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Canada and then to the distinguished representative of
Belgium. But before I do so, I would like to take the
opportunity to remind delegations that we have an
agenda which was adopted at the fifty-first session and
a programme of work, which I referred to in my
opening statement, and which we adopted as a
Subcommittee and at this time we are discussing
agenda item 9, Examination and Review of the
Developments Concerning the Protocol to the
Convention on International Interests in Mobile
Equipment on Matters Specific to Space Assets. I am
fully cognizant of the need for us to discuss matters
pertaining to our organization of work on items on the
agenda of the Legal Subcommittee. And it is for this
exact reason that we have broken with past tradition
and moved the item, which is now listed as 13, on our
agenda to Friday of this week.
I should now give the floor
distinguished representative of Canada.

to

the

Mr. C. SCHMEICHEL (Canada): Thank
you Mr. Chairman and thank you also for that
explanation of the procedural elements of the
Subcommittee. The Canadian delegation would just
like to note that in the past it has suggested that
UNIDROIT or a representative from UNIDROIT could
present updates on the Space Assets Protocol either
under item 5, Information on the Activities of
International,
Intergovernmental
and
NonGovernmental Organizations, or, as was done at this
session, under item 3. Therefore, the same information
could be presented to the Legal Subcommittee without
the necessity for an independent agenda item but we do
recognize the procedural point that the Chair has
raised.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
representative of Canada for his statement and now
give the floor to the distinguished representative of
Belgium.
Mr.
J.-F.
MAYENCE
(Belgium)
Thank you Mr.
(interpretation from French):
Chairman. My delegation would like to support the
proposal made by France.
Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished
representative of Belgium for his intervention.

Are there any other delegations wishing to
make a statement under this agenda item at this
afternoon’s meeting?
I see none.
We have, therefore, concluded our
consideration of agenda item 9, Examination and
Review of the Developments Concerning the Protocol
to the Convention on International Interests in Mobile
Equipment on Matters Specific to Space Assets.
Distinguished delegates, I will shortly adjourn
this meeting of the Subcommittee so that the Working
Group on Matters Relating to the Definition and
Delimitation of Outer Space can hold its first meeting.
Time permitting, we would hold the second
meeting of the Working Group on the Status of
Treaties under Item 4.
Before doing so, I would like to inform
delegates of our schedule of work for tomorrow
morning.
We will meet promptly at 10.00 a.m. At that
time, we will continue our consideration of agenda
item 3, General Exchange of Views, and agenda item
4, Status and Application of the Five United Nations
Treaties on Outer Space.
We will also begin our consideration of
agenda item 6, Matters Relating to: (a) the Definition
and Delimitation of Outer Space, and (b) the Character
and Utilization of the Geostationary Orbit.
The Working Group on the Status and
Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space will then hold its, what will be, if time
permits this afternoon and the Working Group sits,
what will be its third meeting.
Are there any questions or comments on this
proposed schedule?
I see none.
Finally, I would like to remind delegations
that after this afternoon’s meeting at 6.00 p.m., all
delegates are invited to attend a reception hosted by
Germany in celebration of the publication “Cologne
Commentary on Space Law Volume II”. The reception
will be held in the Mozart Room at the Vienna
International Centre Restaurant which is located on the
Ground Floor of the ‘F’ Building.
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Before I adjourn the meeting, I would like to
give the floor to the Secretary that has an
announcement to make.

The CHAIRMAN: Are there any delegations
wishing to take the floor at this time?
I see none.

Mr. N. HEDMAN (Secretary, Office for
Outer Space Affairs): Thank you Mr. Chairman. Yes,
a brief announcement. Tomorrow, Wednesday, 10
April, during lunchtime, there will be an informal
meeting, informal consultations of the States Parties to
the Moon Agreement and the meeting has been
organized by the Austrian delegation. It will be held in
Meeting Room M0E100 from 1.30p.m. to 3.00 p.m.
tomorrow during lunchtime. We will also make an
announcement tomorrow morning.
Thank you.

The meeting is adjourned until 10.00 a.m.
tomorrow morning.
The meeting adjourned at 3.41 p.m.

